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THE OBJECTIVES; OF 


THE GONGRESS 


The objectives of Heritage Ontario can be summarized 
as follows: 


Heritage Ontario was a public forum for all of 
Ontario’s people to: 


(a) 


Focus community attention on the rich diver- 
sity of our cultural traditions; 


(b) Interact together and discuss the issues which 


underlie our cultural development and iden- 
tity .. . both now and for the future. 


While the convening of a Congress that involved parti- 
cipation of all ethnocultural groups presented some 
special problems, the potential for developing better 
understanding and interaction among all constituent 
communities in Ontario undoubtedly outweighed the 
difficulties inherent in bringing together these varied 


groups. 


The Congress was intended to: 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


Provide participants with an opportunity to 
explore the different contributions which make 
up our common Canadian identity. 

Inform the general public about the existence, 
contributions and aspirations of the wide 
variety of groups that form our society. 


Provide an opportunity for the Government 
to become more aware of the views of these 
same groups. 

Inform the public of the extent and nature of 
the Ontario Government’s commitment to and 
support of multiculturalism. 


(e) Encourage recommendations and suggestions 


about the future course of Ontario’s cultural 
development for consideration of all levels of 
government and the private sector. 
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FOREWORD 


Heritage Ontario was a Congress built around the con- 
sideration of three basic questions — who are we? where 
did we come from? where are we going? 

In order for those questions to be meaningful to all 
citizens in Ontario, a truly representative cross-section 
of the population was assembled at that Congress. But 
more than that, it was essential that a suitable format, “a 
living environment,” be created for participants. By pro- 
viding such an atmosphere for the exchange and cross- 
fertilization of ideas, Government cast itself in the role 
of listener, Heritage Ontario was the sounding area and 
the people of Ontario did the talking. 

The Report that follows was written as a record rather 
than an analysis of the proceedings, with its authors 
relying entirely on the tapes, transcripts and written ac- 
counts to capture the discussions of over 1,500 parti- 
cipants in 45 workshops and assorted plenary sessions 
during the three days of the Congress. The task of re- 
ducing the enormous amount of material in order to 
produce a document of manageable proportions was a 
vast undertaking in which Government was delighted to 
have the valuable assistance of an Editorial Board com- 
prised of members from the Heritage Ontario Advisory 
Committee. 

Wherever possible the Report has followed the natural 
contours of the Congress, except when a rearrangement 


iv 


of sequence of events made for a more readable docu- 
ment. In the workshops, however, it was impossible, 
owing to space limitations, to treat each of the 45 
workshops as a separate unit. With the assistance of the 
Editorial Board, the Report Committee made the deci- 
sion to group the three workshop meetings within each 
theme area held at the same time into one session. Every 
effort was made to maintain the essential thrust of each 
workshop area, including close and prior consultation 
with theme moderators and resource personnel. 

But if the sheer amount of material posed editorial 
problems in the production of the Report, it also, and 
more significantly, indicated the tremendous interest at 
the Congress in the issues surrounding the vital question 
of Ontario’s heritage and future cultural development. 
Perhaps the most important development at Heritage 
Ontario was the spirit of co-operation that permeated 
the atmosphere of the Congress, where problems were 
seen as shared and solutions were offered compositely, 
demonstrating in the transition from concept to working 
principle that multiculturalism can be a practical means 
of achieving “‘unity through diversity”. 


Robert Welch 
Provincial Secretary for 
Social Development 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/61114702335 


COMPOSITE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
HERITAGE ONTARIO 


What follows represents a summary of the many, some- 
times duplicated, Heritage Ontario recommendations 
while at the same time maintaining the essential tenor of 
the Congress. This was done by developing kernel de- 
scriptions of the major or umbrella concerns in each 
workshop area and then listing under these kernel state- 
ments the key and representative proposals designed to 
meet the concerns. While the wording of recommenda- 
tions has been the work of this document’s authors, the 
content and emphasis was obtained from the addresses 
of theme moderators to the Congress Plenary. Since the 
individual proposals are organized under the actual 
theme headings devised for Heritage Ontario, we feel 
this document, synopsised and free of overlapping, is the 
most useful short guide, easily used in conjunction with 
the master list, to come to an understanding of the mood 
of Heritage Ontario. 

But in two cases, that of the Native People and New- 
comers, the logic of this document has bowed to the 
working reality of Heritage Ontario, with the result that 
they were treated as separate areas of particular im- 
portance. 

A complete list of recommendations is available upon 
request. 


THEME A -—- CITIZENSHIP 


Introduction 


Discussion in this theme focused on the need to develop 
a Canadian identity which would be broad and flexible 
enough to include the right of all groups to full accept- 
ance and participation in Canadian society. 


Recommendations 


1.1) Government should issue a definitive statement on 
the status of the French and English languages vis- 
a-vis all other languages in Ontario. 

1.2) Criteria for awarding Canadian Citizenship should 
be made uniform. 

1.3) Qualifying period for Canadian Citizenship should 
be reduced from five to three years. 

1.4) Reasons for refusal of Citizenship should be pro- 
vided in writing by the Government to the person 
involved. 

1.5) Government should initiate a study on the citizen- 
ship status of all Ontario residents and implement 
follow-up programs designed to inform residents of 
their rights and responsibilities and to encourage 
the acquisition of Canadian Citizenship and full 
participation in society. 

1.6) Government should take action to guarantee ac- 
cess to professions, trades and unions to ensure 
equal economic opportunities for all. 


THEME B —- CULTURE 


Introduction 


The major emphasis of discussion within this theme was 
the support, growth and development of Ontario’s cul- 
ture in keeping with the principles of multiculturalism. 


Recommendations 


2.1) Government should establish a central Authority 
for Cultural Development which could provide in- 
formation on support presently available for cul- 
tural expression, including the means of access to 
it. 

2.2) Government should define its policy with respect 
to support of fine and popular arts. 

2.3) Equitable government support should be available 
to all groups and especially those in rural or smal- 
ler communities to avoid the problem of regional 
disparity in cultural development. 

2.4) Government support of cultural development 
should represent a response rather than the crea- 
tion of a response. 

2.5) Cultural development should utilize all community 
resources, e.g. the contributions of senior citizens 
and youth. 

2.6) Government should acknowledge that it has a 
prime responsibility to foster inter-action, sharing 
and communication by supporting inter-group 
activities, centres for cross-cultural activities, and 
so on. Government should also acknowledge its 
responsibility for harmonizing all the elements of 
society by every means at its disposal, i.e. educa- 
tional institutions, the OECA and the media. 


THEME C —- EDUCATION/LANGUAGE 


Introduction 


During discussions within this theme area, the consensus 
was reached that, in any society, the educational system 
is the prime agency for the formulation and transmission 
of social attitudes, values and modes of behaviour. 
Hence, in a multicultural society where the values and 
beliefs of many groups combine to create a general social 
ethos, the role education has to play in presenting the 
various cultures is even greater. 


Recommendations 


3.1) There should be a reassessment and extension of 
existing modern language programs as credit sub- 
jects in the senior levels of secondary school. 

3.2) Privately-operated and language and cultural cour- 
ses should be publicly supported through grants, 
free facilities, text books and resource personnel. 


3.3) Ethnocultural study programs in community col- 
leges and universities should be expanded. 

3.4) Inappropriate text books should be replaced by 
updated material that more accurately reflects the 
nature of Ontario society and its peoples. 

3.5) Ways and means should be devised for ensuring 
continuing consultation with the public in imple- 
menting changes in the educational system. 

3.6) In recognition of the official status of the French 
language in Canada, Ontario’s educational system 
should ensure equality of treatment and oppor- 
tunity for Francophone and Anglophone children. 


THEME D —- HUMAN RIGHTS/ MEDIA 


Introduction 


The main thrust of discussions and concerns expressed 
was the insufficient, inaccurate or detrimental portrayal 
of minority groups by the media, combined with the lack 
of access to media apparatus. 


Recommendations 


4.1) The CBC, as a publicly-supported corporation of 
national dimensions, ought to function as an edu- 
cative body that accurately reflects the nature and 
makeup of contemporary Canadian society. 

4.2) There ought to be broader minority group repre- 
sentation on all broadcast media governing bodies. 

4.3) Means and mechanisms of redress should be pro- 
vided for any group that feels it has been dis- 
paragingly portrayed in the media, e.g. relating 
group identity to individual criminal behaviour. 

4.4) The concept of community television, in conjunc- 
tion with cable outlets should be explored as a 
means of promoting cultural education through 
self-portrayal by the individual groups. 


THEME E - GOVERNMENT 


Introduction 


Rather than considering the topics outlined in the Heri- 
tage Ontario Program, discussion under this theme 
tended to cross over to other theme areas. The result was 
often a duplication of other proopsals. 


Recommendations 


5.1) Within six months, Government should forward to 
all participants a report of Congress deliberations 
and briefs, together with a statement on the Gov- 
ernment response. 

5.2) Government should convene Heritage Ontario II 
as a means both of evaluating Heritage Ontario I 
and of continuing the process of public and private 
input into the task of cultural development. 

5.3) Governments should ensure a balanced represen- 
tation of all groups within their civil services. 

5.4) In any revision of the constitution, governments on 
all levels should ensure the inclusion of the basic 
principles of multiculturalism. 


ADDITIONAL AREA OF CONCERN 


THE STATUS AND NEEDS OF 
ONTARIO’S NATIVE PEOPLE 


Introduction 


It is accurate to maintain that, of all the concerns ex- 
pressed at the Congress, the most unanimously acknowl- 
edged was the need to improve the position of Ontario’s 
native peoples. However, very little in the form of a pro- 
gram or blueprint was offered. Only two specific recom- 
mendations were framed, but obviously the participants 
at the Congress felt that action on a broad scale was 
urgently required to repair the social and economic dis- 
advantages under which the native peoples labour. 


Recommendations 


6.1) The rightful place of the native people of Ontario 
should be recognized in all studies pertaining to 
Canadian Heritage. 

6.2) Ontario’s native peoples should be actively in- 
volved with educational authorities in immediate 
initiatives to ensure improved educational oppor- 
tunities relevant to their experience, needs and 
aspirations. 


ADDITIONAL AREA OF CONCERN 
THE NEEDS OF NEWCOMERS 


Introduction 


Although Heritage Ontario was not convened to address 
itself to the adjustment and integration problems of new- 
comers to Ontario, this concern was identified as having 
implications for every cultural community in society. 
The Congress noted that the immigrant often finds him- 
self floating in cultural and economic limbo until he is 
able to establish group and occupational identity. 


Recommendations 


7.1) Government should establish or support multi- 
purpose social service centres. These centres 
should have multilingual staffs and house existing 
Ontario Government services for immigrants and 
selected voluntary immigrant aid agencies. The 
purpose of the centres would be to provide a cen- 
tralized facility in major centres for counselling, 
information and social activity. 

7.2) Government should conduct studies into the con- 
struction industry and unions in which a large 
number of immigrant workers are involved. 

7.3) Government should initiate experimental classes in 
which the immigrant child is taught academic sub- 
jects in his native language while acquiring fluency 
in English. 

7.4) Teachers of immigrant children should undergo as 
part of their training a sensitization program on the 
cultural origin of their studies. 

7.5) That English as a second language program in 
Ontario should be further expanded and special- 
ized. 


LIST OF BRIEFS PRESENTED FOR 
HERITAGE ONTARIO 


. German Speaking Community of Ottawa 
. Hungarian KODALY Ensemble (Toronto) 
. International Student Association — University of 
Waterloo 
. A German- Canadian Council for the Arts (Toronto) 
. Chinese Community Centre of Ontario Incorporated 
(Toronto) 
6. The Lithuanian-Canadian Community (Toronto) 
7. The Lithuanian-Canadian Community of Ottawa 
8. German T.V. Programs on Cable Television — by 
Ivar Heissler 
9. R.A. Piro, Toronto 
10. The International Artists’ Association of Ontario 
(Toronto) 
11. Historical Society of Mecklenburg Upper Canada 
(Toronto) 
12. “Studio Italiano ’71” — Italian Television Programs 
for Cable T.V. (Toronto) 
13. Organization of Trinidad and Tobago Patriots 
(Toronto) 
14. Greek Community of Metropolitan Toronto Incor- 
porated (Toronto) 
15. National Shevchenko Musical Ensemble Guild of 
Canada (Toronto) 
16. Arab-Canadian Delegates (Toronto) 
17. Canadian Polish Congress Head Executive Board 
(Toronto) 
18. The Italian Committee of the Metro Cultural Devel- 
opment Council — G. R. Bizzoco (Toronto) 
19. Trans-Canada Alliance of German-Canadians 
(Hamilton) 
20. The Ontario Folk Arts Council and Tomorrow 
(Toronto) 
21. The Dynamic of the Franco-Ontario Heritage Asso- 
ciation Canadienne-Francaise de l’Ontario 
22. Heritage Ontario — A New Beginning, The Federa- 
tion of Italian Canadian Associations and Clubs 
(Toronto) 
23. Artisan’s Guild of Hamilton 
24. Asian Community Conference of Metropolitan 
Toronto 
25. “Heritage Ontario” Commission-Ukrainian/Cana- 
dian Committee — Ontario Branches (Toronto) 
26. Black Heritage —- Canada (Toronto) 
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HERITAGE ONTARIO ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


To encourage the participation of and to foster the 
broadest possible involvement of all Ontarians in the 
planning and organization of the Congress, a 26-member 
Advisory Committee was established, composed of pro- 
minent people from a variety of ethnocultural geogra- 
phical and occupational backgrounds. Committee mem- 
bers met regularly with the Chairman and the Secretariat 
in the months preceding the Congress, contributing a 
wide range of viewpoints and experience which helped to 
develop all aspects of Heritage Ontario. In addition to 
their contribution to the programme of the Congress, the 


members also played major roles in Theme and Work- 
shop discussions throughout the Congress. 


The Honourable John Yaremko 
Donald R. Martyn 


Chairman: 


Executive Director: 


Anthony Adamson Murray Koffler 

Lanfranco Amato Mrs. Kay Livingstone 

David Archer Elio Madonia 
*James Buller Gilbert Monture 
*Mrs. John Clements Raymond Moriyama 

John H. Coleman Donald Murray 

Miss Dorothea Crittenden Mrs. Paul Ochitwa 

Miss Leslie Currie *Ryan Paquette 


Omer Peters 
Mrs. Ada Pritchard 


Jurij Darewych 
Rudolf V. Frastacky 


Wladyslaw Gertler Father Albert Regimbal 
Ilmar Heinsoo Stephen Roman 
*Rudolf Helling *T.H. B. Symons 


Mrs. Douglas Jennings R. M. Warren 


* Also served on the editorial board for this Report. 


PARTICIPATION 


The prime objective of the participation formula for 
Heritage Ontario was to secure a representative cross- 
section of Ontario’s populace to consider the various 
issues surrounding social and cultural development in 
the province. The most general principle that directed 
government planning in this regard was the right of every 
Ontarian to contribute his or her views on the questions 
under consideration. Recognizing the impossibility of 
gathering together all potential participants in a formally 
structured way, Government made provision for the in- 
puts of those people who could not attend the Congress 
itself by inviting briefs and by convening a number of 
regional workshops or “mini-Congresses,” through 
which citizens could make their views known. 

Heritage Ontario was a public forum for everyone 
and there were two categories of participants present 
at the Congress — those who were nominated by um- 
brella organizations of ethnocultural communities and 
those unaffiliated individuals who chose to attend as 
open registrants. Under the first category Government 
invited a diversified number of ethnocultural organiza- 
tions to nominate participants to the Congress who 
would represent a balance between youth and age, geo- 
graphical areas and occupational interests. 

The second or open category of participation allowed 
any interested person to take part in the Congress, in- 
cluding those members of ethnocultural communities 
who did not wish to come as representatives of an 
organization. To round out the participation formula, 
provision was made both for knowledgeable resource 
personnel to lead discussions within the various work- 
shops and for observers from all levels of Government 
to follow the proceedings. While no participation 
formula is without disadvantages, the great variety of 
representation from so many groups within Ontario 
society more than adequately fulfilled the general aims 
and purposes of the Congress. 
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SECTION II 


Pre-congress Activities 


Congress Activities 





PRE-CONGRESS ACTIVITIES 


In addition to stimulating interest and involvement in 
Heritage Ontario, a variety of pre-Congress activities 
across the Province provided the opportunity for direct 
participation to thousands of Ontarians unable to attend 
the three-day Congress in Toronto. This interaction 
among a broad spectrum of ethnocultural groups, com- 
munity groups and service organizations produced a 
wealth of resource material for the Congress in terms of 
cultural experience and varying points of view. 


Meetings with cultural organizations 


In the early planning stages of the Congress, meetings 
were held with close to 60 groups representing cultural 
communities, arts and crafts groups, service clubs and 
common interest organizations. The ideas expressed 
during the discussions provided guidance in planning the 
Congress. Many groups were encouraged to sponsor 
their own pre-Congress promotional events. 


Speaking engagements 


Over 65 community and service groups invited members 
of the Advisory Committee, the Secretariat or other 
Congress organizers to address their regular meetings on 
Heritage Ontario. These served as invaluable opportuni- 
ties to promote discussion of Ontario’s cultural future 
and to invite direct participation at the Congress. 


Pre-congress displays 


A special note of appreciation is extended to the follow- 
ing galleries and museums who organized shows to salute 
the Congress: 


Arnprior & District Museum, Arnprior 

Art Gallery of Hamilton, Hamilton 

Barnham House, Grafton 

Halton County Museum, Milton 

Hastings County Historical Society, Belleville 
Massey Museum, Massey 

National Gallery, Ottawa 

Oakville Historical Society, Oakville 

Rideau District Museum, Westport 

Simcoe County Museum, Minesing 

St. Catharines Historical Museum, St. Catharines 
St. Mary’s District Museum, St. Mary’s 


Regional workshops 


Thirteen Regional Workshops were organized in large 
centres in all parts of the Province, serving as mini- 
Congresses for direct participation on the local level. It 
is estimated that up to 1,550 individuals participated in 
evening or day-long seminars, discussing the objectives 
of the Congress and expressing local needs and aspira- 
tions. Some of these Workshops were recorded and made 
available to Congress participants. 

Major concerns and recommendations arrived at by 
Regional Workshops were incorporated into the master 
list which is available on request from the Citizenship 
Branch of the Ministry of Community and Social Ser- 
vices. 


CONGRESS ACTIVITIES 


Heritage Ontario Congress was a three-day event, com- 
mencing on Friday, June 2 and ending on Sunday, June 
4, 1972, at the Skyline Hotel in Toronto. 


Congress resources 


Three exhibits of particular interest to participants were 
mounted in the Skyline Hotel during the Heritage On- 
tario Congress. 


Heritage Ontario — springboard to the future 


This display provided a background for the Congress 
discussions by tracing the history of Ontario’s peoples. It 
begins in the 15th and 16th centuries, when the only 
Ontarians were the native Indian tribes. It was not 
until the 17th century that the Indians of this Pro- 
vince saw the strangers from another continent. The 
exhibit tells how the French explorers and traders came 


in the 17th century, followed by other traders and the 
United Empire Loyalists in the 18th century. The sub- 
sequent migrations of the 19th and 20th centuries are 
recorded in detail. 

Artifacts, photographs, documents and other repre- 
sentations indicate how Ontario developed into the 
multicultural society that it is in 1972. This exhibit was 
produced by McManus and Associates, Toronto, based 
on a storyline developed by the Heritage Ontario staff. 


Portraits by Ontario artists 


The exhibition, “Portraits by Ontario Artists”, was 
organized from the Canadian Collection of the Art Gal- 
lery of Ontario. The paintings and sculptures span more 
than a century, beginning with Nelson Cook’s “Portrait 
of Tirzah Hopkins” (1838), and moving through the 
Victorian era into contemporary works such as Greg 
Curnoe’s “Portrait of Terrence O’Shaugnessy” (1962). 

Of the 19 pieces that comprised this exhibition, works 
by such well known artists as Marion Long, Florence 
Wyle, Lawren Harris, Augustine Filipovic and F. H. 
Varley were included. 


Canada’s multicultural heritage 


This travelling exhibit was produced by the National 
Museum of Man (Ottawa) for the Federal Department 
of the Secretary of State. Its showing at this Congress 
was the first stop of a tour of various centres across the 
country. Along with photographs and artifacts depicting 
the cultural pluralism of Canada’s population, this ex- 
hibit is designed to promote the gathering of multicul- 
tural archives by the Federal Government. 


Bilingual translation facilities 


Simultaneous interpretation was available in French and 
English in all Congress Plenaries, theme Plenaries and in 
one designated workshop under each theme (5 per ses- 
sion). 

In the workshops in which there was no simultaneous 
interpretation, consecutive translation was available 
from French to English. 


Videotape facilities 


An internal communication system using videotape re- 
cording was built into the programme of Heritage On- 
tario. At the beginning of the Saturday morning and 
Saturday afternoon Workshop sessions, a 25 to 30 
minute overview, on videotape, of the entire preceding 
session was available for review in each Workshop. This 
method not only enabled participants to receive a sum- 
mary of what transpired, but also kept everyone abreast 
of what had happened in every other Workshop through- 
out the Congress. 

On Saturday afternoon, at the beginning of the Theme 
Plenary sessions, a summary of the 3 Workshop sessions 
was also presented on videotape. 

In addition, aspects of the Congress were continuously 
available for viewing in special lounge areas. 


Congress opening 


On Friday morning some 1,200 participants were greet- 
ed by a musical presentation provided by the Heritage 
Ontario Youth Chorus, under the direction of Lloyd 
Bradshaw. The Chorus, especially formed for appear- 
ances at this Congress, was composed of the Canadian 
Children’s Opera Chorus, the Toronto Youth Choir, and 
many friends from different cultural communities. 

The group of more than 100 youngsters put together 
a special presentation for Congress participants. One of 
the features was the introduction of the Heritage Ontario 
song, in English and French, especially written for this 
occasion by Mitchell Clarke of Toronto. 

The Congress was chaired by the Honourable John 
Yaremko, Solicitor-General, Government of Ontario, 
who invited greetings from various levels of government. 


Greetings from the Province of Ontario 


Honourable Rene Brunelle, 
Minister of Community and Social Services. 


It is a real pleasure to welcome you here this morning on 
behalf of the Ontario Government and the Honourable 
William Davis. 

The Provincial Government is pleased to host this 
three-day conference, but the success of Heritage Ontario 
will depend largely on the involvement and the enthu- 
siasm of all the participants from all parts of this great 
province of Ontario. 

As the Minister of Community and Social Services, I 
have a great interest in this event. Within our Indian 
Community Branch, our Citizenship Branch, in our 
Community Development Branch, we are directly con- 
cerned with providing equal opportunities to our native 
people, cultural minorities and communities with parti- 
cular needs and aspirations. It is this concept, demon- 
strated here today and so well by those talented young 
people, of community or citizenship involvement in co- 
operation with government, that we hope to expand into 
many more areas of government. 

On y trouvé toujour un sentiment de stimulation a 
participer a quelque chose de nouveau ou d’exclusif et 
Heritage Ontario est le premier forum a réunir tous les 
groupes ethniques de la Province dans les discussions sur 
notre développement culturel de l'avenir. Je vous engage 
donc vivement a y participer pleinement. Je suis per- 
suadé que grace aux activités qui s’y dérouleront dans les 
groupes d’étude et dans les réunions pleniéres, au cours 
de ces trois jours prochains nous acquérirons tous une 
connaissance plus approfondie des éléments qui different 
en nous et de ceux qui pensent que nous appartenons 
tous a la société Ontariene. Bonne chance et merci! 


Greetings from the Municipality 


His Worship, Mayor Edward Horton, 
Borough of Etobicoke. 


On behalf of the Borough fo Etobicoke, it gives me great 
pleasure this morning to bring greetings to this Congress. 
Etobicoke is a strong, vibrant municipality noted for the 
skills and the talents and the general willingness of co- 
operation by its citizens. Much of this is to be attributed 





to the great and fine mix of racial stock of its people. We 
think that this Congress is both timely and propitious. 
We wish it the very best of fruitful discussion. May you 
all go home having enjoyed a wonderful Congress and 
conference. On behalf of the Council of the Borough of 
Etobicoke and its people, I bring you greetings and best 
wishes. 


Greetings from the Government of Canada 


Honourable Martin O’Connell, 
Minister of Labour. 


C’est un grand plaisir pour moi d’assister 4 votre con- 
férence Heritage Ontario. Une conférence comme celle 
ci démontre le vrai caractére du Canada, c’est-a-dire un 
caracteére multiculturel. C’est un grand plaisir aussi de 
vous transmettre les meilleurs voeux du Premier Minis- 
tre, Monsieur Trudeau. 

On behalf of the Government of Canada, I also want 
to congratulate the Government of Ontario for this great 
initiative which is important to all Canadians because it 
does show to us our own image which is an image of 
people from many, many lands. I could not help but 
become very enthused as the young people on the plat- 
form this morning really showed us also that we are a 
very young country. They reminded me of some words 
of a Polish poet, Adam Mickiewicz, who said them to 
young people, and he said them very appropriately, be- 
cause he mentions the plains. The plains of Canada, of 
course, are an area that lives in the memory of many 
persons who came from the countries of Europe and 
other parts of the world to this land. 


“Over these plains, youth, you must 
fly as far above as does the sun, 
and with its all-vast, all-seeing 
eye, view humanity as one.” 


I think they say something to us in Canada, I think 
Adam Mickiewicz and his words are at home here in 
Canada. We are a young country among the nations of 
the world and youth is a time of age when one has great 
confidence in one’s self, a person is seeking his own 
identity . . . is full of confidence about his future. We are 
thinking of our future and we know, as this conference 
demonstrates, that it is a future made up of people — it is 
still to be created. Canada is still in the making and we 
know now that it is going to be made by people who 
come to Canada from many, many countries. 

Just a while ago, many Canadians celebrated the an- 
niversary of Taras Shevchenko. He too is at home in 
Canada, and he too had words that are appropriate to a 
conference such as Heritage Ontario. Shevchenko said 
to his people when they were in great trouble and needed 
spiritual strength — inner strength: 


“Study and learn, dear countrymen. 
Think and read forever; 
Take from others what is good, 
But your own remember!” 


And that’s the message of Canada and that is surely 
the spirit of a conference such as this — your own remem- 
ber. Canada is a place for people, whether they are 


native people, whether they have come from all parts of 
the world as they do, that says you are at home in 
Canada and that which you bring to Canada is at home 
in Canada. We all belong to one another, we have that 
heritage to share among one another, and no one is 
asked to give up anything, but to bring it here and further 
develop it. I think that is the spirit of Heritage Ontario. 
And it was that spirit, and that inspiration . . . activated 
the Prime Minister a few months ago to make the state- 
ment on multiculturalism, to establish programs, and 
now to seek an Advisory Council to guide the Federal 
Government in its future programs, with respect to 
many, many groups who are making the future. 

Once again, congratulations for your initiative in 
Ontario. I wish you the greatest of success. This is an 
experience all of us will remember for a long, long time 
and it says something to every other part of Canada. 


Official opening 


Message from the Honourable W. Ross Macdonald, 
PG. CD..0O CC. LL.D: 
Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario. 


delivered by 


Honourable George Kerr, 
Minister of Colleges and Universities. 


Of all the circumstances that bring people together, the 
one that has brought us all together here today is a very 
special one. It is a happy circumstance that in a province 
so blessed with stability, so many of us representing dif- 
ferent cultures and groups are gathered together to work 
toward a perfect society, a society that is desirable to us 
all. We know there is no perfect society, but our presence 
here in Ontario, living here by choice, tells the world that 
we believe this is a special place in which to live, a place 
where we all believe there is opportunity to find fulfill- 
ment. This Congress of the people of Ontario, which we 
are calling Heritage Ontario, would seem to confirm that 
this province is just such a place. Few jurisdictions in the 
world have assembled a gathering such as this: we have 
here a marvellous opportunity to let the world look in, 
to see how a people, as diverse as we, can work together 
to build a better future for ourselves and for the genera- 
tions that will follow. In the evolution of this province 
and of this nation, I believe this Congress to be a great 
milestone. May the deliberations of Heritage Ontario 
have a profound effect in the forging of a greater society 
for all Ontario. 

On behalf of The Honourable Lieutenant-Governor 
of the Province of Ontario, I declare Heritage Ontario 
officially opened. 


Opening address 


by Heritage Ontario Congress Chairman, 
The Honourable John Yaremko. 


I add my warmest welcome to that of the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s representative, The Honourable Mr. Kerr, 
and express to you with what great personal pleasure I 
find myself with all of you. 

Part of that pleasure derives from the feeling of anti- 
cipation and excitement I sense and share with everyone 


here. All of us, I believe, are conscious of the exciting 
prospects that lie ahead, just as all know that the oppor- 
tunity to make convincing contact with a variety of key 
issues is Ours. 

As I see it, my job is to help you in all ways possible 
to come to grips with the many challenging issues that 
will arise. It is a role, ladies and gentlemen, I am de- 
lighted to be playing. I add that it is also a role that has 
been mine since the very conception of Heritage Ontario. 
I trust that I have been not only a representative of 
government but also a man interested in serving the 
wishes of our many citizens who felt a need that had to 
be filled. Now I am desirous of discharging my duties as 
your chairman with a view to a realization of some of the 
marvellous possibilities the next three days hold out. 

But in looking ahead to the prospects, I cannot help 
but look back at the planning of Heritage Ontario with 
a different but just as strong sense of pleasure. I say this 
because in my many experiences with all manner of con- 
ferences and conventions this Congress stands out as 
something truly unique. 

Part of that uniqueness is a reflection of the broad- 
ranging nature of the agenda. Never before has such a 
comprehensive and thoroughgoing investigation into our 
cultural personalities ever been attempted: and just as 
the depth of analysis is without precedent, so too is the 
approach to the diverse and complicated questions we 
have assembled here to discuss. The key characteristic is 
that an attempt has been made to make this your Con- 
gress in every sense of the word. 

It is your opinions that will fill the workshops, your 
points of view that will be exchanged at the plenary ses- 
sions — your insights into what has gone on here will 
comprise the town meeting on Sunday, your ideas, your 
ideals, your thoughts, your sentiments will form the 
substance of the proceedings. In other words, ladies and 
gentlemen, making a success of Heritage Ontario de- 
pends on you, and the imagination, vigor, and justice 
with which you discuss various issues will be of telling 
consequence. 

Here’s why such a concept, such an approach was 
taken. Once it became apparent that many Ontarians 
were becoming increasingly interested in their cultural 
identity and development, the need of a means of re- 
sponse to this broadly shared concern was established. 
The challenge that situation inspired, however, was 
two-fold, for it meant answering not one pivotal question 
but two. 

The first question was — what would be the best way 
to think of culture with a view to organizing a major 
Congress where many different life-styles and attitudes 
would be represented? And second, what would be the 
nature and extent of government’s role in bringing to- 
gether all the various groups of society in a structured 
way. 

Finding the initial answers to these questions was not 
the end result of government decision alone but a joint 
effort of government, interested individuals and groups. 

From the views we sought we were able to see an 
important feature of coming to an understanding of cul- 
ture. For our people, culture is really two things: first of 
all, the tangibles of art, literature, and music; but also a 


process which includes all the life experiences of a group 
of people sharing a common language, value-system, and 
racial heritage. It is to culture as process that policies 
can be developed and with this in mind the following 
description was arrived at. Culture, it was agreed, im- 
plies only a ceaseless, not a finite, range of human 
activity. 

I think two important implications follow. Because 
culture means only a ceaselessness of human activity, it 
follows that a wide variety of choices can rightly be made 
by the individual in relation to life-style. 

When two beings appear to have become different 
from having chosen different ways of living, we are apt 
to forget that which truly unites them. Their outstanding 
common denominator is the distinctively human charac- 
teristic of choice. Exercising it, they have expressed a 
bond of true human affinity far greater than would be 
had either of the two forced his particular choice on the 
other. 

In more ways than one, living is letting live. 

But culture is not a fixity of human activity, no society 
and no cultural group within a specific social setting can 
hope to remain in its present form as a museum piece 
for eternity. Evolution is the fate of every living thing, 
and it is no less important for cultural communities to 
recognize an environment and to adjust to it. 

By recognizing these two things — that within reason- 
able limits we are closest together when we choose and 
respect the choices of others, and that the groups we 
belong to have a real obligation to respond to their wider 
environments — we are well along the road to a just and 
rewarding brand of social development. 

In a real sense, the organizers of the congress have 
made use of that insight. They realized quite correctly 
that the overriding prerequisite of a cultural congress in 
a province with as many different groups as we have here 
in Ontario would be bringing everyone together. More 
particularly, bringing us all together in a fashion that 
would recognize everyone’s right to be heard. 

Only then could the general participation needed to 
fulfill the aims of the Congress be secured. Heritage 
Ontario would not be a dissemination point of cultural 
answers for the many based on the private opinions of 
the few, but an open public forum from which cultural 
questions and aspirations put forward could be put and 
discussed with benefit of as many points of view as pos- 
sible. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I do not believe that there has 
ever, anywhere, been as diversified an assemblage of 
citizens as we have here today. I need not spell out its 
details, for they must be apparent to you as you get to 
know one another in the hours ahead; that too is a prime 
and important purpose. 

It was at this juncture, having already taken the pulse 
of Ontario society in initial meetings with individuals and 
groups, that we began systematic meetings with a host of 
community organizations, arts and crafts groups, church ~ 
bodies, professional associations, and fraternal orders — 
representing a balanced blend of our total population — 
to ask their views on all phases of the congress. How 
should it be organized? What form should it take? What 
should be discussed? 





The many groups we met with responded splendidly. 
It was especially gratifying to later watch this process of 
involvement extending beyond the confines of officially 
encouraged community participation, local groups and 
cultural communities, your groups and your communi- 
ties, held regional conferences and pre-Congress activi- 
ties. Many submitted briefs and made suggestions which 
were invaluable — not only in developing the programme 
for Heritage Ontario but also in initiating an ongoing 
process of interaction that may provide the underlying 
principle for social development into the 80’s. The briefs 
are for all to share the viewpoints and expressions of 
aspiration contained in them. It would be useful if Con- 
gress participants would familiarize themselves and, if 
appropriate, comment and add their own reflections as a 
response to these briefs, for they too will be part of the 
record, as will the reports on the pre-Congress activities. 

I should like to take this opportunity to extend a spe- 
cial vote of thanks to a very dedicated group of citizens 
who gave freely of their time in an evolutionary proce- 
dure that helped make today possible. 

The members of the Advisory Committee were of in- 
calculable assistance to me personally as their chairman, 
and to the organizers of the congress who drew on their 
knowledge and experience for much of what has been 
developed in the steps leading up to the congress. 
Coming as they did from a wide variety of occupational, 
geographical and cultural backgrounds, they not only 
provided invaluable experience but in arriving at an 
acceptable form for the congress, demonstrated how 
people could work together to realize a common pur- 
pose. Indeed they and a host of you before me are the 
real architects of the structure of the Congress. 

Not only did you forge its content, you also played a 
vital part in creating an apt environment for Heritage 
Ontario. An attempt has been made to eliminate the 
notion of a passive audience. What we all wanted was an 
experience where everyone could be an equal and active 
participant. 

The question then became how should the process of 
discussion take place and culminate? 

Some people felt that we should hold formal votes on 
resolutions, thereby producing what they somehow saw 
as immediate tangible results. Others believed that no 
attempt should be made to reach any conclusions in 
order to safeguard minority group views. Still more 
people, though, felt that a recording system was appro- 
priate to what we were trying to accomplish. This way, 
we would avoid the problem of imposing on anyone, 
while at the same time achieving palpable results. It was 
a compromise the Advisory Committee came to accept 
as the method most likely to produce the desired effect — 
the full and frank exchange by and between as many 
individual participants as possible, along with as reliable 
a record of the proceedings as logistically feasible. 

Permit me to describe the process of the next few 
days. 

The basic unit of the Congress is the individual work- 
shop, and as such, it will be the focal point of our record- 
ing system. Each workshop will have a television set and 
some portions of the proceedings will be video-taped. 
After each workshop session the workshop chairman will 


make a report of the progress of his group’s discussion. 
Both of these video-taped records will be available for 
beginning successive workshop sessions. In this way a 
participant can achieve an integrated sense of how his 
particular theme area is developing, along with a brief 
overview of the rest of the Congress. 

It was felt that a way of physically bringing together 
all of the participants to discuss the results of their parti- 
cular workshops was needed to reinforce what I call the 
“electronic togetherness” of Heritage Ontario. With this 
in mind all of the people who worked in the same theme 
area will get the opportunity to meet their co-participants 
in theme plenaries on the final day of the Congress. Again 
following video-taped summaries of all three sessions, 
the theme moderators will outline what was accomplish- 
ed in their particular areas. Then each theme plenary 
will have the opportunity to discuss the report containing 
their conclusions. 

The only remaining outstanding need to meet the 
original expectations of the Congress was to integrate all 
of the participants in every theme area in a meeting of 
the whole. The town meeting was designed to complete 
the picture. At this meeting all of the theme moderators 
will be presenting the summary statements of their theme 
areas. Finally the meeting will be opened to the parti- 
cipants who may then hold discussions to ensure that the 
statements made by the moderators were truly represen- 
tative of their workshop deliberations. 

All work and no play does not provide the best en- 
vironment for people who are interested in getting to 
know each other better. With that in mind, the organizers 
of the Congress have provided, in planning the Heritage 
Banquet tonight and Ontario Evening tomorrow, the 
opportunity for all of us to meet in a convivial and 
informal way. 

I sincerely hope that everyone will attend these events 
which will undoubtedly complement the process of 
mutual awareness the rest of the Congress will foster. It 
is often within an informal social atmosphere that real 
understanding can be attained. 

I need hardly point out to you that the issues we have 
assembled to discuss are highly emotional ones. It would 
be easy to adopt a we-alone policy or even a we-first 
attitude, in struggling with the matters of heart and mind 
that will arise — it would be easy but it would not be 
right. 

We must lay aside, each and every one of us, our pre- 
conceived ideas of who the other man is and what he 
wants. And once that discovery is made we can get down 
to adopting the truly appropriate philosophy for Heritage 
Ontario and Ontario Society today — us all together, 
equal and relating. 

Here then is a Congress to examine our heritage and 
to build our future. The prime responsibility for shaping 
Heritage Ontario lies with you — the social sculptors of 
the hour. 

I believe that living here together in this good place, 
involves more than just a series of private activities on 
the part of isolated men disconnected from the main- 
stream and the lives of others. Surely it is a vibrant pro- 
cess where the hopes and fears of one man affect and 
condition the quality of life everyone enjoys. Seldom 


has Cicero’s timeless observation been truer than it is 
today — that in civilized and harmonious nations man is 
born into the community of men. 

That is the essence of the lifestyle I should like to see 
realized here within our nation, a society of men equal 
and relating to one another and alive to the marvellous 
possibilities we have within our reach. For when we all 
see the differences between us, we become aware of the 
significant similarities. When we have realized that in 
our society all are different, then differences cease to be 
important. We then will heed not the differences, except 
for sharing them, but the significant similarities as the 
great unifying elements in Canada. In such a way, I pray 
we may build a society where each of us may enjoy a 
rich and rewarding life. 


Plenary Session — Four Perspectives 


A panel discussion was held on a range of different per- 
spectives of Canadian cultural identity and on the vari- 
ous avenues that are available in the pursuit of a com- 
prehensive cultural policy. 

Please refer to Section III for complete record. 


Workshops on Themes 


There were five concurrent Themes available to Con- 
gress participants: Citizenship, Culture, Education/ 
Language, Human Rights/Media, and Government. 
Each of the Theme areas was divided into three work- 
shop sessions in order to allow for a limitation of mem- 
bers and thereby greater dialogue between participants. 
The workshop sessions culminated in Theme Plenary 
Sessions. Summaries of Workshops on Themes are under 
Section IV. 


Banquet 


At 7:30 p.m. of Friday, June 2, all Congress participants 
were invited to attend the Banquet hosted by the Gov- 
ernment of Ontario. The highlight of the banquet was 
the Address by The Honourable William G. Davis, 
Premier of Ontario. 


Address 


The Honourable William G. Davis, 
Premier of Ontario. 


All of you gathered here for this three-day Congress are 
embarked on a unique mission and engaged in a unique 
experiment. Heritage Ontario will surely be one of the 
most comprehensive examinations of Canadian cultural 
identity ever undertaken, and I hope that as such it will 
constitute a landmark in the evolution of our society 
here in this Province and, by extension, of other societies 
beyond our borders. 

I find it especially pleasing that this three-day Con- 
gress is not something that has been born out of crisis, or 
even a sense of impending crisis, at least not in this 
Province. 

But it is being held at a time when we see crisis in 
other jurisdictions and other cities, some of them not too 
distant from where we sit tonight. We have only to switch 
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on the radio or television to learn of countries and com- 
munities torn by civil disorders, where even the most 
optimistic and civilized of men despair of old injustices 
ever being righted, so ingrained have their root causes 
become in the minds and attitudes of those who persist in 
fighting old battles and in harbouring old prejudices. 

By comparison, Ontario could be said to be an island 
of reason and restraint. This is not to say that there is no 
prejudice in Ontario now, or that there never has been. 
I suspect that the seeds of prejudice and suspicion are 
dormant in most people who inhabit this planet; and in 
troubled and confusing times they are easily nurtured 
and brought to tragic fruition. 

It is in this latter respect that we in Ontario have been 
fortunate, and especially so in the years following the end 
of the Second World War. We emerged from that parti- 
cular conflict with a horrifying understanding of what 
the isolation of various groups of people as being the 
cause of imagined wrongs can lead to. 

Since 1946, three and a half million people have im- 
migrated to Canada and of these, two million, or more 
than half, have settled in Ontario. Our share of Cana- 
dian immigration has steadily risen from 12 per cent in 
1901 to 54 per cent in 1970. 

These figures become even more significant when you 
consider the countries of origin of these new arrivals 
against traditional immigration patterns. Whereas people 
from the British Isles have in past years accounted for 
the preponderance of immigration, this has not been the 
case for some time. The steady and growing influx of 
people of neither British nor French extraction now com- 
prises the majority of newcomers. 

All of these facts put into vivid perspective the many 
issues that confront us in the process of determining and 
guiding the direction Ontario society will take in the 
years ahead. But their most challenging implication is 
that in responding to them we will have a unique oppor- 
tunity to evolve a society that is without parallel any- 
where. 

I suggest this is possible because of what we have 
achieved in Ontario to date. That is why I said a few 
moments ago that this Congress was not born out of 
crisis. Thus far, we in Ontario have a society that works, 
that functions with a minimum of friction, especially 
considering its multicultural composition. Indeed, in 
today’s world it serves as a model of how people from all 
parts of the globe can live together in relative harmony. 

This is due largely, I believe, to the fact that people in 
this Province are allowed to be themselves. At first 
glance, this may seem to be the most simple of policies; 
but it is one of the most difficult to adhere to. So far we 
have succeeded, and we must continue to succeed. 

But there are certain torrents of emotion in the human 
spirit that history has proven repeatedly have a ten- 
dency to overflow the constraints of brotherhood and 
reason when a society, to function at all, has to become 
increasingly interdependent. 

We all get along with our neighbours so long as our 
neighbours leave us alone. This attitude changes, how- 
ever, when we become somewhat dependent upon our 
neighbours and they upon us. This is happening now 
increasingly, especially in our urban areas, and I see no 


evidence to suggest that this trend is in any way ir- 
reversible. 

That is why I consider this Congress to be of extreme 
importance, not only to all of you present as delegates 
as you live out your future years, but to your children 
and their children after them. 

It is also why I consider the timing of this Congress to 
be appropriate. It is not being held in the nick of time; it 
is not being held after the fact; it is being held at a point 
at which there is still plenty of time for considered judg- 
ments and suggestions to be made. 

I am sure that in some of your sessions a number of 
grievances will be aired and exchanged. That is good and 
it is to be expected. But I would hope that the airing and 
exchange of grievances will not occupy all of your de- 
liberations, since this type of discussion is invariably 
reactive in nature. 

Grievances, once vented, have a tendency to hang in 
empty air and form a cloud that casts a long shadow over 
the proceedings. These proceedings, I believe, should in 
the short time available pass beyond the reactive phase 
and into the anticipatory phase. 

While it is true that the past is indicative, the future — 
in terms of matters you are discussing here — should not 
be indefinite. Each of you is aware of who you are, 
where you or your forebears were born. You are aware 
of your cultural heritage, you are free to retain of that 
heritage what you wish and you are free to discard that 
part of your heritage that you no longer believe to be 
relevant, or to be inconvenient, or to be inconsistent with 
newer values that you have chosen to embrace. 

These things do happen with people of all origins. The 
decisions made in this regard are very personal, very 
subjective and often emotionally agonizing. The point is, 
they are made — but in this country, and certainly in this 
Province, they are made on the basis of free will. They 
are not imposed from above by government, nor should 
government allow them to be imposed from without in 
response to pressure from special interest groups. 

All I would say is that every one of us possesses a 
heritage of birthplace and forebears, and that before 
choosing to discard that heritage we should be extremely 
selective as to what it is we are thinking of discarding 
and what it will do to us as individuals if we decide to 
proceed. 

Some of you, I am sure, have met individuals who 
have embarked on a conscious effort to remake or 
remodel themselves, tailoring their personalities and re- 
arranging their convictions to grasp the opportunity of 
the moment. And grasped it they have — but only for the 
moment. They do not endure; they certainly do not 
prevail. 

So far in these remarks I have avoided using the word 
“ethnic,” and deliberately so. It is a valid word, it has a 
dictionary definition, but it is one with which I frankly 
don’t feel very comfortable. Speaking very personally 
here, I am not particularly at ease at having any person 
introduced to me as so-and-so who represents this ethnic 
group or that ethnic group. 

I would far prefer to have any individual introduced 
to me by name, and name alone, and as a resident of this 
Province and this country. The individual’s background, 
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his cultural heritage, his hopes and fears would be re- 
vealed to me, I would hope, in the course of natural 
conversation — rather than through the process of having 
me, sensing that he was not born in Brampton, Ontario, 
or indeed even in Canada, asking that individual where 
he came from. 

I sense that most immigrants to most countries might 
prefer it that way, also. I can attest to the fact that the 
recipient of such volunteered knowledge enjoys a sense 
of unforced enlightenment and that the volunteer of such 
knowledge is in a position to dispense it with the grace 
and charm that comes with a feeling of belonging to the 
community in which he lives. 

For these reasons, though I am aware of the number 
of cultures and countries of origin represented here, I do 
not intend to dwell upon the invaluable contributions 
that each has made in the development of this Province 
and this country. All of you are aware of them, or you 
will be made aware of them during the course of this 
Congress, and you will be exploring means of ensuring 
that future generations of Ontarians and Canadians will 
be made aware of them. 

But I would like to make mention of one group of 
Ontarians represented here, since its members represent 
Canada’s first citizens. I speak of the Canadian Indian, 
and I think it is interesting to reflect that the direction in 
which our society appears to be moving bears many 
similarities to the civilization of Indian inhabitants of 
this land before the arrival of the first Europeans. 

In that particular civilization, Man was conceived of 
as being within — and a part of — his environment, rather 
than as someone outside his environment and over- 
coming nature. 

The first European settlers, of course, did not view 
things in that light. The terrain, the environment were 
things to be conquered. Then came the industrial revolu- 
tion and indeed what is now termed the post-industrial 
revolution. We enjoy the material rewards of these 
events, but we have only recently begun paying attention 
to their inherent ecological penalties. 

So now we have an overwhelming desire to return to 
nature, to live within our environment and be part of it. 
First, we have to find means of restoring and enhancing 
our environment — means that will demand solutions 
from the technology that helped produce some of our 
problems and a resolve on the part of all of our citizens 
to do what they can as individuals. 

Then there must come the respect, the continuing 
respect, for our environment and our ability to live 
within it and scrupulously observe the dictates of nature. 
We cannot return to a simpler time, but we must create 
a more sensible time, and I believe that the example of 
our first citizens shows that it has been done before and 
that it can be done again. 

Indeed, in many respects, we have come full cycle. 
We have come to conclude that the true measure of 
civilization and its supporting culture is not the wealth 
and power created by technology, but rather the extent 
of our success in improving what has come to be known 
as the quality of life. 

You have heard much about the quality of life over 
the past five or six years. Many of us in our lifetime, and 


certainly in our parents’ lifetime, probably would have 
termed it the quality of existence. But we have come to 
realize there is a difference between merely existing and 
actually living a full and vibrant life. 

We are embracing a new scale of values in which the 
human condition is slowly being given the first and not 
the second priority. One way we can accomplish this is 
by creating a cultural direction in which the individual 
remains an individual, and a very distinct individual. 
This is your purpose and I would hope your mission at 
Heritage Ontario. 

I have looked at your Workshop Outline and seen the 
questions posed. I believe you will cover every conceiv- 
able aspect of Ontario life during your discussions. In 
some instances you will not be able, during this Con- 
gress, to answer these questions, even in a preliminary 
form, but at least the discussions will have been com- 
menced. 

In other instances, you may find that some of the 
questions posed beg no answers at all — that they are 
merely facts of life to which all elements of Ontario 
society can accommodate themselves, and perhaps 
always have, occasionally without fully knowing it, and 
upon examination, without any real loss of cultural 
identity. 

One of your items for discussion is a perennial — 
namely, what does being Canadian mean? 

Our novelists, playwrights, journalists, historians, 
politicians and individual citizens have grappled with this 
one increasingly over the past one hundred years. 

The answers, if answers they be, have ranged from the 
conclusion that our true identity is that we have none, to 
the notion that we are a people of the forest, the sea and 
the mountains. 

I have no answers to this particular question, simply 
because I have never thought of it as being a question. 

Rather I have thought of it as being a condition of 
existence, or, if you wish, a way of life, and a very good 
way of life in comparison to others. 

Increasingly, I believe, this will be the yardstick of 
nationality and the measurement by which citizens of a 
given country will be prepared to maintain and uphold 
what they have achieved, and what has been achieved by 
their forebears. 

Throughout history, men and women have died as 
soldiers and citizens representing a given piece of global 
real estate or a particular religion or political ideology, 
and unfortunately we know that this continues. 

But Canada has passed beyond this view of a world 
that became outdated, at least in my view, on August 
6th, 1945, in Hiroshima. And none of us, if we needed 
further evidence, will forget the events of October, 1957, 
when Sputnik orbited the earth and a new age was upon 
us. The maps of our childhood were no longer the finite 
definitions of who lived where and who ruled whom. 

In this country our attention was directed increasingly 
to making this piece of sprawling real estate that we call 
Canada a better place to live, not only for those who 
were born here, but for those who chose to settle here. 

In this Province, the Ontario Government has done, 
and will continue to do, as best it can in this regard — 
and we look to you for guidance, for you represent 
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Ontario in microcosm. You also represent that fine toler- 
ance which, as I mentioned earlier, has been responsible 
for allowing this Province to function in harmony thus 
far; and I am sure that out of your discussions will come 
suggestions as to how we can maintain what it is that we 
already possess, and how we can improve upon it. 

I would like to conclude by recounting a conversation 
a member of my staff had earlier this week with a gentle- 
man who came to this country, and to Ontario, in 1953 
from Eastern Europe. To leave his native country he had 
to snip barbed wire and travel on foot by night. 

He was a graduate of a distinguished university, and 
he was asked why he left his native land and his parents. 
Was he not allowed to think? 

“Oh yes,” he said, “I was allowed to think, but I 
wasn’t allowed to speak.” 

He was asked if he hadn’t thought of settling in the 
United States, rather than Canada, to which he replied: 

“In 1953, Canada was a freer society, and I believe 
it still it.” 

Finally, he was asked what being a Canadian, which 
he now is, meant to him. He paused for quite a while, 
and then answered: 

“Being a Canadian allows me to be me.” 

That response comprises only eight words; but I sug- 
gest that it perhaps encompasses the whole range of 
matters you will be discussing here, and provides an 
outside perspective and objectivity that some native-born 
Canadians do not, for reasons of familiarity with the 
status quo as they have known it throughout their lives, 
possess. 

I bid you a warm welcome to this Congress on behalf 
of the Province, and indeed of the various elements of 
our society that you represent within the Ontario com- 
munity. 

As sponsors of this unique gathering, my Government 
looks to you for guidance, and I am sure it will be forth- 
coming. Thank you. 


Ontario Evening 


An informal get-together took place on the evening of 
Saturday, June 3, when the participants viewed a spe- 
cially created entertainment programme. 

Under the direction of Choirmaster Lloyd Bradshaw, 
the Heritage Ontario Youth Chorus (a multicultural 
group made up of the Canadian Children’s Opera 
Chorus, the Toronto Youth Chair, and augmented by 
friends from various cultural communities) presented 
the dominant part of the programme. In addition, the 
performers also included square dancers, Irish and 
French folk singers, Ontawo Indian Dancers, and others 
who represented the diversity of talents among Ontario 
youngsters. 


Ecumenical Service 


On Sunday morning a unique Ecumenical Service built 
around the theme of Heritage Ontario Congress was held - 
in one of the Skyline Hotel theatres. It was organized by 
the Ontario Regional Inter-Faith Immigration Commit- 
tee, and provided those in attendance with a service high- 
lighting an inspiring combination of religious music and 
customs from a variety of denominations and cultures. 


SECTION Ill 


Four Perspectives 





LOU RG EnoReEGhIVES 


The Participants in the Four Perspectives Panel were: 


Moderator 


Arthur L. Cole is News Director of radio station CFRB 
and CKFM in Toronto, and the Standard Broadcasting 
News Network. 


Panelists 


Walter Currie was recently appointed as a Commissioner 
of the Ontario Human Rights Commission and is Chair- 
man of the Indian-Eskimo Studies Programme of Trent 
University in Peterborough. 

Senator Eugene Alfred Forsey retired as Director of 
Research for the Canadian Labour Congress in 1971 
and was appointed to the Senate. 

Claude Ryan, Publisher and Managing Editor of Le 
Devoir, a French-language daily newspaper in Montreal. 

Walter Surma Tarnopolsky has been Dean and Pro- 
fessor in the Faculty of Law at the University of Windsor 
since 1968. He was named Vice-President — Academic, 
for York University, effective June 1972. 


Panel Discussion 


A. Cole: It is a privilege indeed to take part in a project 
organized by the Government of our province and I 
welcome you to what I’m sure will be a productive and 
thoroughly worthwhile series of discussions. 

Our theme for this opening session is Four Perspec- 
tives, and we are hoping that it will serve as a catalyst 
for the entire Congress. Of course, there are many more 
than four perspectives, and the Congress will examine 
these in detail during the next three days. I can think of 
no better way to start off our four perspectives discus- 
sions than to quote from some background material pre- 
pared by the Advisory Committee: “This points out that 
Ontario has always been a multicultural society com- 
posed of native people, people of French and British 
ancestry and people whose background originates in al- 
most every part of the world. The languages and cultures 
of all these various groups are’ a part of Canadian 
society.” 

We take pride, and I am sure we will all echo this 
remark, that this country has never subscribed to the 
melting pot theory, where the cultures of different groups 
are forced to disappear, nor have the various groups 
been asked to conform to one particular concept. Rather 
the governments of Ontario and of Canada have follow- 
ed a policy of integration, approving and recognizing 
the rights of all groups to maintain whatever degree of 
distinction they desire. Naturally, nothing is perfect. 
There have been shortcomings in some areas such as 
retention of languages and cultures, domination of the 
mass media by Anglo-Saxon values, insufficient involve- 
ment in planning social and cultural services and a need 
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for better representation in the political system and an 
improved status for some groups in the economic struc- 
ture of the province. Our native people too, believe that 
they occupy a special position as the original inhabitants 
of this land and there are many prepared to agree with 
them. 

“The question of how equality among the various 
groups can be guaranteed,” and here again I am quoting 
from the background paper, “while identities are main- 
tained and how the various cultural entities can be har- 
moniously integrated into the whole is one of the great 
challenges of Ontario society today.” May I express the 
hope that this Congress will provide a firm basis through 
discussion and examination upon which we can build a 
better future for all our people. 


Walter Currie — Perspective One 


I would like to correct some of the statements which 
were said about me this morning. One is, that unfortun- 
ately, I am not fluent in my own language and more is 
the shame. Secondly, is that I'm no longer with the 
Friendship Centre in Toronto. I was fortunate, at one 
time, to be a member of that board, but am no longer. 
Distance makes it impossible for one to be a part of that. 

This also points out, of course, that since some of the 
facts said about me this morning are incorrect, this shows 
how difficult it is for the white man to keep track of us 
Indians — we are so mobile nowadays. ... 

I would like, at this time to say good morning to my 
Red Brothers and Sisters who are in the audience, and 
in turn say good morning to my White Brothers, to my 
Black Brothers, to my Yellow Brothers and Sisters also. 

In the opening page of some background notes from 
which our chairman read this morning, in the 2nd para- 
graph, it said, that “The languages and cultures of all 
these various groups are a part of Canadian society. We 
take pride that this country has never subscribed to the 
“melting pot” theory, where the cultures of different 
groups are forced to disappear. Nor have the various 
groups been asked to conform to one particular concept 
of Canadian identity. Rather, governments of Canada 
and Ontario have followed a policy of integration, ex- 
pressing approval for, and recognition of, the rights of 
all groups to maintain whatever degree of distinction 
they desire.” Ladies and Gentlemen, this is not true; that 
is baloney, and I say that as a native person. 

A poem: 

The sky looked down on me in aimless blues 

The sun glares at me with a questioning light 

The mountains tower over me with uncertain 
shadows 

The trees sway in the bewildered breeze 

The deer dance in perplexed rhythms 

The ants crawl around me in untrusting circles 

The birds soar about me in doubtful dips and dives 


They all in their own way ask the question 


Who are you? + Who are you? 
I have to admit to them, to myself, 
I am an Indian. 


I am an Indian, Ladies and Gentlemen, I say these 
words to you with what I hope is simple dignity and 
honest pride because, I am an Indian. I am not the 
vanishing Indian; I am not the poor Indian; I am not the 
savage Indian; I am not the dead Indian; I am an Indian. 
I am equal to any man or woman in this audience, in 
this province. I am neither better than that man or that 
woman, nor less than, nor are my peoples any better nor 
less than any peoples in this province, in this country, in 
this continent. I am also a non-status Indian. For those 
of you who do not know what this means, very simply it 
is, that by legislation of this country, my people have 
been divided into 2 groups: those who are recognized 
legally as Indians and those of us who are not recognized 
legally as Indians. 

You call us Indians, but I am not an Indian — a name 
you have given us. I am an Ojibway — another name you 
have given us. It is said that the name Ojibway means 
“the people who wear the moccasins with puckered 
seams.” So, for that benefit, I wore a pair of moccasins 
this morning. These are beautiful moccasins: they are 
made by hand from home-cured moose hide in Northern 
Ontario at a little reserve at Bear Skin Lake. Does this 
make me an Indian? There is another saying that the 
word Ojibway refers to the fact that when we captured 
our enemies, we used to toast them over the fire until 
their skin just puckered. That one I like much better. 

Ask any one of my people who still speaks our lan- 
guage, how do you say Indian and he will tell you, or she 
will tell you, ““Anishnabah” — “Anishnabah” meaning the 
People, and that’s all — the People. And for many of us 
— most of us as a matter of fact, in North America, you 
call us by our wrong names — the Eskimo is really the 
Innuit — the Only Ones — the Original Ones. The Navajo 
who should rightfully be called the Dine, again the 
People, the Only Ones. There is much that needs to be 
corrected in your knowledge of us. In this province, we 
have the people of the Long House, the Delaware or the 
people known as the Leni Lenafie, the Cree of Northern 
Ontario, and my people, the Ojibway who cover most 
of Ontario. 

And Geshemnado fashioned clay in the form called 
man, and placed the form in the oven to be baked. Un- 
fortunately, Geshemnado left the form in the oven too 
long and it was scorched. So was formed the black man. 
Determined to be more careful, Geshemnado made an- 
other clay form — placed the second one in the oven, this 
time he was too careful and took the form out of the 
oven too soon — not baked long enough. So was born the 
white man. More annoyed at himself than ever, Geshem- 
nado placed a third form in the oven and sat watching 
to make sure this one would be perfect. And at the right 
moment, he reached in and took out the baked form: it 
was done just so — a lovely shade of brown. And so was 
born my people, the Indian — the Redman. A story? A 
fable? Maybe so. But once it was that the humans of this 
land formed an all red mosaic of many peoples—Micmac, 
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Montaignais, Anishnabah, Wendat, Cree, Blackfoot, 
Tlingit, Tshimshian, Dogrib, Loucheux, Innuit, and 
many other tribes of Indian nations. We were the only 
people in the world, we were the only people in this land 
—ared mosaic of many shades of red, of many intensities 
of red. 

We were alike and we were different, but we were 
human. We were people — we were men. We were differ- 
ent in our homes; we were different in the way we 
travelled; we were different in the foods we ate. We were 
different in our languages — as different and as divorced 
as the Tower of Babel — as different and as divorced as 
the Europe from which many of you have come. We 
were alike: the key words you use, brotherhood and 
harmony were to be found among us. We looked at 
nature not as a long linear thing which goes on to in- 
finity, but we looked at nature as a circle which went on 
and repeated, which went on and repeated. Beginning 
with the Creator, but nonetheless, a circle. We lived in 
harmony with nature, we were blessed with the wisdom 
that man was not designed to reign and to rule nature, 
but man must live within his environment and he must 
not change it. This we knew. We knew that the land had 
been given to us by Geshemnado — that he had given it 
to us for the use of all men, all women and all children, 
that no one man could reach out and grab a handful of 
air or a handful of water. Man could not own land be- 
cause it was given to all by the Creator. 

We had religions and we believed in the Supreme 
Being, but we believed in lesser spirits as well. Watch the 
wind. Listen to the wind. Feel the wind and tell me the 
wind does not have power. It has power to cool on a 
hot, dry day. It has power to place fear in your heart 
when it blows with fierce animosity. The wind has a 
spirit as have all things because all things were created 
by Geshemnado. 

We believed in freedom — freedom of the individual 
within the limits of his own society or family group. I am 
an individual and you are an individual and I have no 
right to stride upon your tail, nor you on mine. I shall 
respect you as an individual. 

We were alike and we were different for we were 
people, we were human, we were men. 

And then one day, one day came strangers. Strangers 
whom we welcomed as gods, as brothers, but whom we 
did not, at first, try to harm — you taught us differently 
later on. Now appeared the white in the red mosaic, 
faintly at first, but eventually to become bigger, stronger, 
dominant. Had we known then, what we know now, we 
certainly would have had a different immigration policy. 
I hope Mr. Mackasey takes a look at our experience and 
learns from it. How we, the red majority, treated you, 
our white minority, is worthy of much thought and much 
consideration by all people in Canada today. We taught 
you how to live in this land that God gave to Cain — as 
Jacques Cartier so described it. 

By the way, on behalf of the Native Peoples of - 
Canada, as an Ojibway, as an Indian, as one of Canada’s 
three founding peoples, I would very much like to ex- 
tend to you, a sincere welcome to North America. It is 
our hope, that while you are here with us, on your visit, 
that you will take consideration of the way we live, of 


our social customs, of our mores. We, in our turn, will 
call you brother or call you sister and try in no way to 
change the way you live or what you are. And we, in 
turn, ask that you not impose your ways on us. And 
then, one day when you go back from whence you came, 
you will remember us with much fondness in your hearts. 
So we hope.... 

Little did we know, back in those days, that you had 
plans for us and views about us. 

Robert Gray in 1609 wrote about the Native Peoples 
of eastern North America: 


“It is not the nature of men, but the education of 
men which makes them barbarous and uncivilized, 
therefore, change the education of men and you 
shall see that their nature will be greatly rectified 
and corrected and they may learn how to live holily, 
justly and soberly in this world.” 


Obviously, in his opinion, my people did not live 
holily, justly, nor soberly. Obviously, we were people 
without religion; obviously we must be people without 
justice, and hell, we didn’t get drunk till you got here. 

This philosophy espoused by Robert Gray is a symp- 
tom of the basis of your attitude over the centuries 
towards us, even unto today. You would civilize the 
Indian savage, lift him up from his animal existence. 
Make him a Christian like you? Make him white like 
you? Or get rid of him and take over his lands? From 
the chronicles of the Pilgrim Fathers, 1621, a letter from 
Edward Winslow to George Morton, Edward told how 
fortunate they had been because God had sent “a won- 
derful plague” among the savages to destroy them and 
leave most of their lands free for civilized occupation. 
Why must white, western, Christian society always be- 
lieve that it knows best and that others must become as 
you are? 

It is strange, but nowhere can I find Christ initiating 
this idea except where he said to love God and to love 
one another. From then, the early 1600's, to mid 1850’s, 
it was recognition and use — for we, the Native People, 
were in the majority and useful as fur gatherers and 
warriors, between the French and English, between the 
Americans and the English — we were still a force with 
which to be reckoned. But then, with peace between the 
white men, there came contempt and our loss in value. 
The only good Indian is a dead Indian. The vanishing 
Indian — don’t worry, he will disappear. Pestilence and 
starvation, poisoned blankets and dead game — he will 
disappear. When this didn’t work, then finally — place 
them on reserves and take the land. Give them a choice: 
— a treaty and a reserve or nothing! Here on the reserve 
we would be isolated and protected. Sir Francis Bond 
Head, Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada 1835- 
1837 wrote of complete segregation: 


“to fortify them as much as possible, against all com- 
munications with the whites.” 


Here on the reserves the civilizing and Christianizing 
process would continue. In 1876, from the Annual Re- 
port of the Department of the Interior (this is what they 
used to call the Department of Indian Affairs). “Educa- 
tion is the primary principle in the civilization and the 
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advancement of the Indian race — without it but little 
progress in that direction may be expected.” 

The civilizing and Christianizing process would con- 
tinue through the Church. The Church would run the 
schools and residences, would educate the red man and 
Christianize him to make him into a civilized man. The 
Indian child was to be taught to rest on the Sabbath, to 
go to church, to send his children to school, to be clean, 
to be industrious, to be liberal and honest in trade, to 
build neat houses, to pay the village tax. The Indian was 
to be taught not to gamble, not to hold pot latches, not 
to drink alcoholic beverages and not to paint his face. 
He would be civilized. 

In 1880, the Annual Report of Indian Affairs read: 


“The Indian youth, to enable him to cope success- 
fully with his brother of white origin, must be dis- 
sociated from the prejudicial influences by which he 
is surrounded on the reserve of his band. And the 
necessity for the establishment more generally of 
institutions, whereat Indian children, besides being 
instructed in the usual branches of education, will 
be lodged, fed, clothed, kept separate from home 
influences, taught trades and instructed in agricul- 
ture, is becoming every year more apparent.” 


Finally the aim became assimilation or integration. 
But whatever happened, you Indians must become. In 
1848 a Special Joint Committee of Senate and House of 
Commons of Canada recommended: 1) that education 
would “prepare Indian children to take their place as 
citizens.” — “that wherever and whenever possible, 
Indian children should be educated in association with 
other children.” Integration or assimilation? 

Jean Chretien in a speech last September to the Na- 
tional Association of Catholic School Trustees stated 
quite candidly and quite bluntly: 


“. .. the best and most effective way of broadening 
understanding and of enabling Indian students to 
live in Canadian society is for them to attend the 
schools and to be taught the curriculum of their 
fellow Canadians.” 


Somehow our children will be moved into your 
schools. 

In 1891, in a book called Imperialism and National- 
ism it was written: 


“Yes, we Canadians, to use the phrase of young Nova 
Scotia, set out in 1867, to make a country and to 
make it in British lines, because we were all British 
to begin with.” 


I guess that phrase and that policy took care of not 
only the Native People but of anybody else who might be 
considered as potential Canadians. 

Some people, when I talk this way, say to me, and 
maybe some of you are saying it this morning — “That’s 
old stuff. That’s yesterday. We are concerned with right 
now and tomorrow.” No. It’s not old stuff — it’s right 
now and it’s tomorrow. 

In 1968, and this was reproduced in a T.V. produc- 
tion, Charlie Wenjack, from a residential school in 
Kenora, ran away and froze to death on the C.N.R. 
tracks — going home. But nobody said anything. 


Today, there is a James Bay Project and 6,000 Crees 
potentially face the loss of their homes, their everything, 
their culture. And nobody says anything. 

In Sudbury, a federal judge used the phrase “stupid 
Indians”’. He still sits on the bench. 

In Kent County, I come from Chatham, a gentleman 
from the Delaware Reserve in Moraviantown was ar- 
rested and found guilty and would not fight the case, but 
was convinced by the Union of Ontario Indians that he 
should. The case was taken to the Supreme Court of 
Ontario and he won. But this man felt that he could not 
win, especially in Kent County. Very few people said 
anything. 

My people fought in your wars. In World War I, 35% 
of all the eligible men of the Native Peoples of Canada 
enlisted. I challenge anybody else to match that figure. 

Two quotes from a textbook at present in use in 
schools in Ontario in grades seven, eight and nine: 


“Over the years, the Indians have made a valuable 
contribution to the development of Canada. (You 
may count these on your fingers if you wish.) It 
was the hardwork of the Indians in collecting furs 
that was the backbone of the early fur trading in- 
dustry. Without Indian guides, it is unlikely that the 
white man would have been able to explore Canada 
so quickly. The Indian showed the explorers how 
to build birch bark canoes and how to walk through 
deep snow on snow shoes, (that line always tickles 
me. Can’t you just see this Indian saying — well now 
you pick up your left foot and put it in front of your 
right foot and you pick up your right foot and you 
put it in front of .. . well anyway...) The Indian 
first introduced the European to the growing of 
corn and the smoking of tobacco. (Now get this — 
in brackets (considering the ill effects of tobacco 
on health, doctors and others concerned with good 
health would probably question the value of this 
latter contribution). I call it the red man’s revenge.) 
It is to the Indian that we owe our thanks for the 
interesting game of Lacrosse that is so popular in 
many parts of Canada. 


Ladies and gentlemen — that’s it! That’s our valuable 
contribution to the development of Canada. Not a thing 
about our culture. Not a thing of what we have given in 
so many other ways. And that book is on Circular 14. 
As a matter of fact, the editors of this book sent me a 
copy of the native section and asked me to review it. I 
sent it back and raised some hell with them and they 
wrote me and said we have done everything that’s ad- 
ministratively feasible to keep in tune with what you 
suggested. 

That’s page 210 of a book called Canada: A New 
Geography written by a Professor Krueger who is Geo- 
graphy Chairman of Waterloo University and a Mr. 
Corder who is a Geography teacher in Mississauga. So 
this happens here in the Province of Ontario — that’s a 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston book published in 1968. 

On page 211, and I direct this comment to everybody 
in the room, because it relates to everybody in the room, 
because it relates not only to me and my peoples but it 
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relates to you — talking about what the Indians have to 
decide: 
“Should they abandon their reserves, lose some of 
their privileges and mix with the Canadian popula- 
tion as many other ethnic groups have done?” 


How do you like that one? 

Yes, it is going on today. What I have been talking 
about is not yesterday, and I say that the opening para- 
graph is not true — not by a long shot. 

I would like to conclude with four points. One, and I 
address my comments to all the ethnic groups in this 
room, we must be aware of one another’s problems, for 
us to concentrate only on our own individual ethnic 
group’s problems, ambitions and hungers, is to deny 
strength to others and strength to ourselves. We cannot 
survive unless we survive together. I raised some points, 
and I said no voice was heard. Your voices need to be 
heard. These politicians don’t listen to anything except 
noise from people — and damn it that means telephone 
calls, letters — not petitions, they don’t listen too much 
to petitions: they just help to start the Christmas fires. 

Those of you who have gained recognition: don’t stop 
there, please: help the rest of us to gain recognition and 
to be heard in this country. Because a threat to any one 
of us is a threat to all of us, and don’t forget it. 

I would read to you a brief quote on page 31 from 
Federalism and the French Canadians written by our 
Prime Minister: 


“In terms of realpolitik, French and English are 
equal in Canada because each of these linguistic 
groups has the power to break the country. And 
this power cannot yet be claimed by the Iroquois, 
the Eskimo or the Ukrainians.” 


I noticed you Ukrainians got some recognition from 
him, didn’t you, when he got back from Moscow. He 
flew out to your meeting in Winnipeg and that’s when we 
created the multicultural policy of Canada, eh? I don’t 
know. You put two and two together and see what you 
get out of it? 

This I would say direct to my own people and this is 
by Standing Bear: 


“When the Indian has forgotten the music of his 
forefathers, when the sound of the tom-tom is no 
more, when noisy jazz has drowned the melody of 
the flute, he will be a dead Indian. When from him 
has been taken all that is his, all that he has visioned 
in nature, all that has come to him from infinite 
powers, he then truly will be a dead Indian. His 
spirit will be gone. And though he walk crowded 
streets he will in truth be dead.” 


I say this to my people in this room. 

To all of you, as Canadians, as fellow citizens, as 
fellow human beings, would you have my people and me 
disappear? Because if you will, your heritage, your 
“Canadianness”, will be lessened by something that can- 
not be replaced. We cannot be replaced: 


Grandfather sings, I dance. 
Grandfather speaks, I listen. 
Now I sing, who will dance? 
Now I speak, who will listen? 


Grandfather hunts, I learn. 
Grandfather fishes, I clean. 

Now I hunt, who will learn? 

Now I fish, who will clean? 
Grandfather dies, I weep. 
Grandfather buried, I am left alone. 
When I die, who will weep? 

When I am buried, who will be alone? 


That is all I have to say. 


Senator Eugene Forsey — Perspective Two 
Contributions made by Early British Immigrants 


Monsieur le Président, Mesdames et Messieurs, je veux 
tout d’abord féliciter le gouvernement d’Ontario de la 
belle initiative qu’est ce congrés. 

I started off in the other official language of our 
country not simply because of the presence of Mr. Ryan 
or other French speaking Canadians, but also because, 
when Mr. Yaremko asked me to come here, he suggested 
that I should present a unilingual and unicultural point 
of view. And I went off like a bomb. I said, I will not do 
that. I will in no circumstances do that. I refuse absolute- 
ly. I am an Elder, Steward, Trustee and Treasurer of a 
French-language United Church in which I have preach- 
ed ten sermons in French — and I may add fairly toler- 
able French too, I think, at least un francais meilleur que 
celui de M. Diefenbaker, disons. 

I then proceeded to tell Mr. Yaremko what my point 
of view was, and he said, “Well I think you had better 
come and present that point of view.” I want to make it 
quite clear at the outset that though I shall be talking 
about the contribution to the heritage of Ontario of the 
people from whom I spring, this is not intended in any 
way to suggest an attitude of holier-than-thou, better- 
than-thou, superiority or anything of the sort. It is simply 
to present one particular part of Ontario’s heritage which 
I think is important and about which I think I have some 
claim to speak with knowledge. 

We have listened to a very moving speech from Mr. 
Currie. I can’t for one moment hope to rival either the 
wit or the poetry of what he said. But people of English 
ancestry are notorious, of course, for their prosaic and 
pragmatic attitude to things, so you can’t really expect 
me to fire off a shower of meteors for you. 

I venture to think that I am particularly lucky this 
morning, because so often when I go anywhere and 
make a speech about anything and talk about the past, 
people are scornful, saying, ‘““What does that matter? 
What does history matter?” But when we are on a pro- 
gramme called Heritage Ontario, the very word heritage 
Suggests that there is something in the past which is 
worth thinking about and worth preserving. I should go 
farther than that. I should say that we cannot hope to 
build a secure, a happy, a decent, a human future, if we 
neglect, if we repudiate, our past. If we want to build our 
future, we have to build upon the past. This doesn’t 
mean simply accepting the past, this doesn’t mean ac- 
cepting the past without change, it doesn’t mean living 
in the past. But it does mean preserving the values of the 
past as a basis for the development of the future. 
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I am not only of almost purely British ancestry, I am 
of almost purely English ancestry, if you can talk about 
so mongrel a people as the English as pure in any sense. 
I think we need to remember, all of us, the foundation 
of this province. It is not fashionable at the moment to 
talk about the United Empire Loyalists. But the fact, the 
sheer, stark, historical fact remains that it was the United 
Empire Loyalists who founded this province. That fact 
is commemorated in the Latin motto of this province: 
Ut incepit sic permanet fidelis; which I think may be 
roughly translated “As she began, so she remains, faith- 
tule. 

Faithful to what? Faithful to the basic values which 
those people brought to this province. And I may remark 
in passing that the United Empire Loyalists were by no 
means exclusively British, My own United Empire 
Loyalist ancestors were partly Dutch. And there were 
Germans among the United Empire Loyalists and there 
were also even Indians who came in that group. 

Why did they come? They came because they believed 
in British order and freedom, in the thing that’s en- 
shrined in our present constitution, the British North 
America Act: “peace, order and good government”. Not 
perhaps very exciting ideals, but pretty tolerable ones 
none the less. They repudiated revolution, and we have 
twice in our history in this country and in this province 
repudiated revolution. We repudiated, our ancestors, the 
ancestors of some of us, repudiated it in 1776, and we 
repudiated it in 1837. And we have refused, notably in 
the war of 1812, we have refused to be “liberated” by 
the Americans. 

Now, I want to mention just certain features of the 
heritage which the British people have given to this pro- 
vince which I think are part of the heritage of all of us — 
wherever we came from. 

First of all, we have the English Common Law; not 
the British Common Law, incidentally, but the English 
Common Law, which is the basis of the civil law of this 
province. And if you say, “What particular difference 
does that make to us?” it makes a good deal of differ- 
ence in this way, that the rights of citizens of Ontario 
ultimately are based on the great Common Law prin- 
ciple, that you are entitled to do, have a right to anything 
that is not specifically forbidden. So we don’t have a long 
list of rights saying you can do this, you can do that, you 
can do the other thing. We have simply a list of things 
you can’t do and anything else is wide open. 

I remember one of the Secretaries of the Royal Com- 
mission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism calling me on 
the telephone one day and saying, “You said the other 
day that we had a right to do such and such: where do 
you find that?” I said, “You find it in the English Com- 
mon Law.” He said, ‘““What do you mean by that?” (By 
the way, he was of British ancestry). I said, “I mean the 
great English Common Law principle that you have a 
right to do anything that is not forbidden to you by law. 
If you ask me, what right I have to walk up and down 
the Sparks Street Mall, what right I have to blow my 
nose on the Sparks Street Mall or anything else you like 
of the sort, I can’t show you some statute that says this, 
I can simply say ‘Show me the thing that forbids me to 
do it.’”” And this is the basis of the whole of our law of 


freedom of association, freedom of speech and every 
kind of civil liberty that we possess. 

Now we haven’t taken over the English Common Law 
holus-bolus and lifted it unchanged. We have changed it, 
we have adapted it, we have improved it in a variety of 
ways, but we have built on this fundamental principle. 

Similarly English criminal law is the foundation of 
our criminal law. And there of course, the great out- 
standing principle is the principle that every man is inno- 
cent, presumed to be innocent, until proved guilty. We 
do not subscribe to the principle of the aprocryphal Irish 
magistrate who is said to have remarked that he never 
listened to the defence: he found it confused him. Nor 
do we subscribe to the principle enunciated, so my late 
friend R. L. Calder, himself half Highland Scots, half 
French Canadian, described as enunciated by a parti- 
cular French Canadian judge some years ago, when a 
prisoner was brought before him and pleaded not guilty, 
would look down at him and say, shaking his head, “If 
you were not guilty, you would not be here!” I don’t cite 
that as typical of a French Canadian judge. I cite it as a 
demonstration of the kind of principle that is not part of 
our heritage in English criminal law. 

And then in our constitutional law, in our constitu- 
tional practice, there is our English, British but specific- 
ally English parliamentary responsible government, re- 
sponsible cabinet government; as different from Ameri- 
can government as chalk is from cheese. This is part of 
our British heritage, one part of “our mighty heritage”, 
flowing from “the imperial fountain of our freedom,” — 
as my old friend Arthur Meighen used to say. 

Now those things may not sound very spectacular, but 
they are, I think, part of the very warp and woof of life 
in this province. And I have, I see, no reason to believe 
that they will ever become by any means superannuated, 
out of date or depasse. We shall adapt them, we shall 
develop them, we shall build upon them, we shall change 
them, we shall improve upon them. But I have no reason 
on earth to believe, I see no reason to believe, that these 
things will ever pass at least in the foreseeable future, 
from the heritage of the people of this province. I see no 
reason to suppose that we shall ditch the basis of our 
civil law and adopt Russian, Ukrainian, German or Hun- 
garian civil law. I see no reason to believe that we shall 
ditch, we shall throw overboard, we shall repudiate the 
basis of our criminal law. I see no reason to believe we 
shall throw overboard these things. I pray to God we 
may not, for I know no better system of constitutional 
law and practice than we have inherited from Great Bri- 
tain and developed and adapted to meet our needs. I 
see no reason to believe that we shall over repudiate this 
or throw it overboard. 

These things, I want to emhasize, in conclusion, these 
things are part of the heritage, not only of those of 
British ancestry like myself: they are part of the heritage 
of everybody in this province. These are the things which 
are the basis of our liberties in this province, as a sheer 
matter of pure historical, legal, constitutional fact. Sweep 
these things away, ditch them, repudiate them, and you 
will have thrown away a pearl richer than all our tribe. 
So what I’ve been saying is not that these things are 
exclusive, not that these are things which anybody has 
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tried to impose, but things which have grown out of our 
history, the history of our province. They are part of the 
heritage of every citizen of Ontario. 

I just want to conclude with one quotation from the 
distinguished English writer, known to most of you best 
for her detective novels, Dorothy Sayers. She applied the 
words more particularly to the English Common Law 
and its protection for the liberties of the subject. 


“Oppression strides over law as an invading army 
marches down an arterial road. But the Common 
Law of England (which we have inherited) is a 
maze, baffling and secure. To march through it you 
would have to hew it down and root it up com- 
pletely.” 


Let us not forget, let us not repudiate, let us not lightly 
cast aside this part of the heritage of Ontario. 


Claude Ryan — Perspective Three 


Mr. Chairman, Mr. Yaremko, just a few words in the 
other official language of Canada, to tell you how happy 
I am to share your company in this very interesting and 
promising conference. I have always felt that Canada is 
an extremely complex mosaic of cultures and people 
with extremely diversified origins and we never give 
enough attention to probing deeper into our origins. And 
the implications of such diversity for our political and 
social and cultural development. In view of the theme of 
conference and the great display of technical resources 
which you have made possible, I think you will appre- 
ciate that I will make my presentation in French. It will 
be centered upon four of five leading propositions which 
I will submit for discussion, not necessarily for approval, 
and I hope that even if you miss some details, explana- 
tions here or there because of the fact they may not be 
too clear and because I have not given a text of my 
presentation to the translators, I hope that we can at 
least understand what each one means. 

Four years ago in this city of Toronto, I had the 
honour of taking part in a national conference on cul- 
tural rights in Canada, convened by my good friend 
Senator Paul Yuzyk whom I greet here this morning. At 
the end of my report I was warmly applauded. Barely 
one hour later the delegates approved a series of resolu- 
tions which were quite frankly contrary to the main 
point of my report. This was their strictest right, and I 
was not offended by it because this has often happened 
to me. But I had reason to be astonished later on when I 
met several of the delegates who had come to see me 
after the meeting to ask if I was pleased to see that they 
had incorporated in their resolutions some suggestions I 
had made to them. 

And I think that Mr. Yaremko was there that day. 
This is a classic example of the misunderstandings which 
often creep into our relations here and which stem not 
from ill-will on either side but rather from the extreme _ 
complexity of the questions which we have been trying 
to solve for generations. Some of you were no doubt 
present at that conference which took place in 1968. 
Since the problems have not changed since then, and 
since my own opinions have not changed either on the 





main points, I will take the liberty of summarizing for 
you what I think of the conference’s theme, around a 
framework of 4 or 5 main propositions which will not 
necessarily meet with your approval. 

No. 1. If Canada is to have a future, this future will 
be based on the principle of equality of the two founding 
peoples. Recently, attempts have been made to reduce 
this question to a problem of linguistic equality, thus 
marking a very important falling away in respect to the 
thought which had motivated the federal government 
when it set up the Inquiry Commission on Bilingualism 
and Biculturalism. Those persons who are making you 
believe that it will be enough to settle the question of 
linguistic equality in order to ensure the future of 
this country are deceiving you and are deceiving them- 
selves as well. And this for two reasons which are 
very easy to understand. First of all, the French Can- 
adians will never accept that their language be recog- 
nized without recognizing at the same time that they 
make up a community entitled to its own institutions 
and to its distinct habits. The French Canadians are only 
too well aware that if today there is more inclination to 
recognize their linguistic right in parts of the country 
other than Quebec, it is primarily because, in Quebec 
itself, they form a strong community and a political unit 
which has considerable negotiating power. Mr. Currie 
earlier quoted a passage by Mr. Trudeau to which for 
once I would willingly agree. All the progress we have 
known these past years would not have been possible if 
a political force had not risen out of Quebec and com- 
pelled the political and social leaders in the rest of 
Canada to yield to the evidence which up to then they 
had refused to recognize. The day when a granting of 
recognition to the French language is contemplated with- 
out simultaneously granting a correlative recognition to 
French culture and to the community expressed by this 
culture and this language, and when as a result there is 
refusal to equally recognize the right of this community 
to a certain educational, cultural, social, and sometimes 
even economic institution network without which it 
could not lead a normal life, I think that the day when 
one refuses to recognize these realities, we will have said 
goodbye, once and for all, to the possibility of a united 
country. 

2nd proposition: I do not believe that the objective 
of biculturalism should only be accepted individually or 
casually in certain areas by the French Canadians and 
in other areas by English speaking Canadians. I believe 
that it must be accepted on a national scale and we must 
strive, and this is a proposal which I have repeated per- 
haps 500 times in 20 years, we must strive, if the objec- 
tive of biculturalism has any serious value, for the goal 
that eventually all Canadians who attain a level of 
secondary or higher culture will acquire a working fami- 
liarity with the language and culture of each of the two 
leading communities which give Canada its originality. 

3rd proposition: I will be brief on this point since it is 
only indirectly related to today’s theme. I believe that it 
is impossible to accept biculturalism seriously without 
accepting at the same time that the province of Quebec 
be called to occupy a rather special place within the 
Canadian whole. And this for obvious sociological and 
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historical reasons. First of all, more than four fifths of 
the French Canadians live in the province of Quebec. It 
is here alone that they are able to set up for themselves 
a network of institutions and public services, cultural, 
social and economic systems which express their person- 
ality in a daily, normal and rather complete manner. 
Secondly, you are all familiar with the motto of Quebec 
“I remember” (Je me souviens). The history of the last 
century has taught French Canadians for a long time 
that the government of Quebec is the only political force 
on which they may at any time count in a continuous, 
stable and efficient fashion. At the beginning of this 
meeting I heard a speaker recalling that Canada has 
never adhered to the concept of the “melting pot”. This 
is historically false. For a long time, English Canada 
adhered to the “melting pot” theory and people wanted 
to practise it in every province other than Quebec. You 
all know the story of school rights in Manitoba, New 
Brunswick, Ontario and in the Western provinces. We 
have seen a very interesting evolution over the last ten 
years. For a long time the rest of Canada, except for 
Quebec, practised the melting pot policy. Thus the 
French Canadians learned that this government had a 
very special meaning for them. They never made claims, 
contrary to what people have been trying to make the 
rest of Canada believe, for special privileges which 
would have placed it in an advantageous position, or one 
of a spoiled child, in comparison to the whole of Canada. 
However, it is obvious that aspirations, forms of action 
and projects will be expressed from this source which 
will not always have the same colouring or orientation 
as those coming from the rest of Canada. And I humbly 
submit to you that if we really want the principle of bi- 
culturalism to have a dynamic meaning these projects 
will have to be received more positively and more com- 
prehensively than they have been for a certain number 
of years. 

4th proposition: Biculturalism is in no way incom- 
patible with a policy of encouragement to the other cul- 
tural groups which make up a very important dimension 
of the Canadian reality. On the other hand, biculturalism 
is the most solid and most durable basis of an acceptance 
policy towards other cultural values. This is the proof 
written down in history, in the very policy of the country 
that we do not wish to practise here in Canada, a “‘melt- 
ing pot” policy, yet we accept from the start a policy of 
fundamental diversity. And secondly, biculturalism in all 
logic marks an opening for other cultural values and not 
only those of the two leading communities. If a member 
of the Francophone community sincerely wishes to 
recognize the language and values of the Anglophone 
community, he will also desire to expose himself to the 
cultural values, problems and aspirations of the Indian 
community, to the values and aspirations of Canadians 
of Slavic, Germanic, Italian origin, etc. We all agree that 
in practice it cannot be a question of extending to all 
cultural groups making up the Canadian population the 
same degree of judicial recognition granted for histori- 
cal, sociological and political reasons to the Anglophone 
and Francophone groups, but I do not think that Canada 
could function with four or five official languages. I think 
that two official languages are already complicated and 


costly enough. But excluding certain dimensions which 
are beyond reach on a practical level, and this is my only 
reason for objecting to an extension of the regulations 
of biculturalism to all the other groups, practically, this 
could not work. We would be complicating things 
enormously for ourselves from every point of view. And 
apart from these propositions, which would quickly be 
abusive, I think that there is room in our community life 
for a far more positive recognition of the values incar- 
nated by the other cultural families in the great Canadian 
mosaic. And here I would like to emphasize the follow- 
ing possibilities: I straightway endorse any government 
policy aimed at granting reasonable financial assistance 
to volunteer groups, free institutions which stem from 
the will of the ethnic or cultural groups, which wish to 
continue to manifest themselves according to their own 
merit. I totally accept this part of the policy announced 
by the Trudeau government last October and I am 
pleased to inform you, in case you are still unaware of it, 
that the government of Quebec itself has for a long time 
been practising a financial assistance policy for groups 
other than those of French or English origin. 

Secondly, I think that it is important that we make 
more room in the study programmes of secondary 
schools, colleges and universities, for a study of linguistic 
and cultural values of the various elements which enrich 
the Canadian reality. It is obvious that in a city like 
Toronto or Montreal, the citizens of Italian origin con- 
stitute a very important element. It is only normal that 
this reality be reflected in the schools. If we were to 
claim to have schools which would never make any 
mention of the values these people brought to Canada, 
which would make it a point of honour never to speak 
to them in their language, and not to help them in any 
way to preserve for Canada what is durable and precious 
in their culture, I would say that we are living in a bar- 
baric country and not in a civilized one. There is room 
for much initiative in this area. This is one of the recom- 
mendations of the Laurendeau-Dunton Commission, 
and I am pleased to note that in several parts of Canada, 
efforts are being made to achieve this desire of the 
Inquiry Commission. 

Thirdly, it is always surprising that institutions like 
the CBC have not found up to now a means of making 
any room for the linguistic and cultural values of groups 
other than French and English. I understand that the 
CBC is still opposed in principle to broadcasting over its 
networks in languages other than French and English. I 
think that this is an application of biculturalism which 
does not at all correspond with what I have been trying 
to say to you. I think that out of the 168 weekly pro- 
gramming hours, there is room for broadcasts which 
would express the values and habits of groups other than 
the French and the English groups. The same is all the 
more applicable to the private stations. I think there are 
strict and literal interpretations of biculturalism which 
falsify the idea. It is an idea which is much more gener- 
ous, much wider and much more flexible so that if only 
it were explained in its true implications, I am certain 
that many obstacles would disappear. I also feel that in 
all our public and semi-public cultural institutions, in 
our public libraries, museums, art galleries, exhibition 
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centres, etc. . . . national or regional festivals, there is 
room for the expression of other cultural values, there is 
room for purchase policies and development policies 
which are much more open to the other cultural groups 
than we have done up to now. (sic) 

I will end on another proposition. We would like these 
questions to be envisaged marginally or without any poli- 
tical consideration. We would like to find ourselves again 
in a purely cultural gathering, in which there would be 
no question of other political divisions of which the 
newspapers frequently speak. In a question like this one, 
I think that realism compels us to evoke equally a cer- 
tain political dimension, and I would like to very posi- 
tively call forth such a dimension this morning. I think 
that the relationship between Quebec and Ontario will 
be a major element in the solution of problems which 
are delaying the full development of Canada. Ontario 
has a very special responsibility towards biculturalism 
because of the large proportion of its citizens of French 
origin, its proximity to Quebec, the fact that it most 
strongly incarnates the English tradition in Canada. 
I am happy to recall that, since the arrival of Mr. 
Robarts in particular, the province of Ontario has taken 
action showing that it is ready to subscribe rather ex- 
tensively to the principle not merely of literal bilingual- 
ism, but of a very generous biculturalism. I emphasize in 
particular the cooperation agreements which have been 
concluded with Quebec and which have begun to bear 
interesting results, and which may produce further ones. 
I especially underline the great understanding which the 
political leaders of Ontario, and this applies not only to 
the Prime Ministers of the last ten years but even to cer- 
tain leaders of the Opposition, that the political leaders 
of Ontario have shown in regard to the problems and 
aspirations coming from Quebec. In recent years Quebec 
often had the impression of being better understood by 
Toronto than by Ottawa. And I think that this is a very 
important fact for the future. I do not know what the 
future has in store for us on the political level, but one 
thing is certain, whatever the future, Ontario and Que- 
bec shall continue to be neighbours, shall continue to 
exchange merchandise, goods, ideas, people. In any case, 
we can start now to build up relations of cooperation and 
understanding. I think that we are building for the 
future, we shall give Canada a better chance of pursuing 
further the experience begun two centuries ago, and in 
any case, we shall give ourselves a better chance of 
having together, regardless of the political future, peace- 
ful and fertile relations for the two elements. Once again 
may I express my pleasure at being here with you this 
morning and I hope that the conference will be success- 
ful, that it will help build new bridges, new ways of 
communication not only between the two leading cul- 
tures but between all the cultural families which give our 
country its great originality and potential for the future. 


Walter Tarnopolsky — Perspective Four 
Civil and Human Rights 


I would like to start by congratulating Mr. Yaremko and 
the Government of Ontario for organizing this confer- 


ence. They must have realized that they were taking a 
considerable risk because many who are here have been 
to a tremendous number of this sort of conference. I 
am beginning to think that I sound like a cracked record 
because I keep speaking about the same thing largely to 
the same people, to the point where I cannot stand hear- 
ing myself any more. Most of the participants have 
reached the point where they are going to ask: What is 
the government going to do concretely? Therein lies the 
risk because unless the governments of Canada and 
Ontario stop talking about biculturalism or multicultur- 
alism and how great it is to be together, and start doing 
something concrete, there is going to be a reaction, 
which may be very bitter. But, as I said, I congratulate 
the government and Mr. Yaremko for taking this risk 
and facing these issues. 

I face a problem today, because not only do I have to 
follow three outstanding and senior gentlemen, but I am 
also supposed to represent everybody else. Quite clearly, 
that is impossible and I assure you in advance that I do 
not intend to try to do so. I will not even try to represent 
the Slavs, nor the Ukrainians, and certainly I want to 
emphasize that what I am going to express will be my 
own views. I do not represent an official point of view. 

Secondly, I want to make a preliminary statement, 
which I apologize for making, and which I make only 
because repeatedly I have found that it is necessary to 
emphasize this point. The various news media that come 
to these conferences comment that everyone complains. 
Surely, they say, these people have had something good 
in life. May I therefore declare in advance that I have 
never felt discriminated against, that I have been more 
fortunate than most in getting things, and therefore I am 
not complaining as to what this country has done to me. 
Canada has, in fact, been very good to me, but there are 
other things I want to refer to as I go along. 

I would also like to make a further statement before I 
start and that is that the greatest issue this country faces 
in the next twenty or thirty years is to establish greater 
equality of opportunity for the native Canadians — the 
Indians and the Eskimos. There is no question but that 
these are the people who are faced, either through deli- 
berate government policy or through oversight, with the 
greatest deprivation. We have to do something about 
equalizing their opportunities while, as Mr. Currie sug- 
gested, maintaining their identity and their culture. 

Next, to continue through my disclaimers, may I say, 
Senator Forsey, that I am not in favour of introducing 
either Russian or Hungarian or Japanese law into 
Canada. I believe in the parliamentary system and in a 
government such as ours which is an heir to both the 
common law of England, and the civil law of France 
through the province of Quebec. Certainly, I am not 
interested in seeing this changed, I am quite sure that 
practically no one in this audience is. Nevertheless, 
having said all that, may I say that I would like to para- 
phrase what was once said of the Cabots and the Lodges, 
and that is that those of us who are not of British 
descent or of French descent quite often feel that the 
French speak only to the British and the British speak 
only to themselves. And what I am suggesting is that 
there is room in a country which is an heir to the British 
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parliamentary and legal tradition, and the French legal 
tradition as well, for a great deal more. 

And, finally, I would like to make one more declara- 
tion which is that, having done some travelling overseas, 
and I think that any of you who have been overseas will 
come to the same conclusion, the more you leave 
Canada, the more you realize that you are a Canadian, 
and the more you realize that there is a great deal of 
freedom here. In fact, considering what is happening in 
England now, with an immigration of about one million 
people from Asia and Africa, considering what has hap- 
pened in the United States, I would say that we have the 
greatest opportunity to continue to be a free and open 
society. The fact is, however, that because we still have 
that opportunity we will have nobody to blame but our- 
selves if we do not take advantage of it. 

Now, having made all these statements, I would like 
to commence the discussion of human rights, group 
rights, and individual rights. When one considers the 
area of civil liberties and human rights, as you know, 
there are many different definitions and many disputes 
revolve around these definitions. I remember at the 
February 1968 Constitutional Conference in Ottawa, 
when Premier Bennett of British Columbia said, yes, he 
was in favour of a Bill of Rights if it included a guarantee 
for the Crow’s Nest Pass freight rates. 

It reminds me a little of the story I heard in Africa 
last month, about the great European hunter who came 
down for the first time to Africa and was ploughing his 
way through the undergrowth in the jungle when sudden- 
ly he came upon a beautiful young maiden — beautiful — 
she was swimming without a bathing suit — and he turned 
to her and said, “Are you game?” She said “Yes, of 
course’’, so he took aim and shot her. So it is all a ques- 
tion of how you define your words. 

And when I refer to human rights and group rights, I 
want to emphasize that there is a problem, because we 
are not merely interested in making declarations, but in 
the enforcement of a right or a freedom. As Senator 
Forsey pointed out, ours is basically the British parlia- 
mentary tradition, in which civil liberties traditionally 
have been that sphere of activity of a citizen which the 
government does not prohibit. However, in the twentieth 
century, we have moved into different types of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. These require not 
government abstention or restriction, but government 
intervention. For example, the extent to which we talk 
about a right to a minimum standard of living is de- 
pendent upon government participation. You cannot talk 
about restricting government in this field. If there is a 
right to a maximum number of hours of work per day 
and per week — this requires government intervention 
and not government abstention. If you say there is a right 
to equality of access to public accommodation, to em- 
ployment without discrimination, this is so to the extent 
that governments become involved. You do not, at that 
point, require government abstention. 

This is particularly true of what we refer to when we 
talk about cultural rights or group rights even though in 
this field you start from a completely different base. 
When we talk of a human right or an individual right, we 
assert that it exists for everybody, regardless of his mem- 


bership in an identifiable group. Group or cultural rights, 
on the other hand, are asserted because of one’s mem- 
bership in an identifiable group. Different enforcement 
machinery is required but, to the extent that cultural 
rights are to be ensured, there is no alternative to gov- 
ernment involvement other than, of course, people being 
able to carry on without tax support. Even the universi- 
ties, which at one time started out as private institutions, 
hospitals, which were private institutions, and practically 
any public activity you turn to, cannot exist today with- 
out government support. Certainly this is true in the 
cultural field. 

Now, to come down to the theme of the conference 
after that long preamble, may I say that I listened to Mr. 
Ryan with some sadness. Some sadness because person- 
ally I feel that there is no future for Canada without 
Quebec. I think there is no question but that we could 
not economically and even culturally survive in the pre- 
sence of the United States, if we did not have Quebec, 
and I am not going into all the reasons for this. However, 
I want to emphasize that the Quebecois are in a different 
position than any other ethnic group. Not for historical 
reasons alone, not for reasons of being one of the so- 
called two founding nations (and I am going to come 
back to that term) but because of the fact that they form 
a compact group in one province, some 6 or 7 million 
strong, with daily newspapers, cities, communities all 
using French as the language of work. This is the reason 
why it is difficult (and I would suggest impossible) in the 
foreseeable future, for any other ethnic group to achieve 
the same practicable level of continuing identity as the 
Francophone Canadians. And, of course, Quebec has 
that greatest threat of all, which is secession. There is no 
other ethnic group which is in a position to make that 
same threat. And so, for purely practical reasons (when 
Jean Lesage was Premier of Quebec he recognized this 
practical distinction while on a tour of western Canada) 
it is necessary for the Francophone Canadians to be 
different from all the other ethnic groups. 

I would like to emphasize that it is somewhat less im- 
portant to the English-speaking peoples of the world 
than it is to French-speaking peoples to emphasize the 
relationship between language and culture. Nevertheless, 
this relationship is not as close as the Quebecois assert. 
For one thing, the French that is spoken in Quebec and 
France and Belgium and Switzerland and more recently 
in Africa is approximately the same French. But the 
people in Dahomey and Dakar and Brussels do not have 
the same culture as those in Montreal and Quebec. It is 
possible to have one language for different cultures and 
certainly this is true with the English language. The 
English language is spoken by the Scots (except for a 
few who may retain the original Gaelic), it is spoken in 
the United States, in England and in Canada, and surely 
these cultures are not identical. Culture and language are 
not necessarily that closely tied, although there is no 
question that they are an important influence on one 
another. 

I would like to discuss an unfortunate aspect of this 
Quebecois emphasis on the uniqueness of their culture. I 
think that one of the reasons why Quebecers have found 
it rather difficult to induce other ethnic groups to join 
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them is because they made the same mistake as the 
Americans did. They insisted on one French-Canadian 
way of life just as the Americans insisted on one Ameri- 
can way of life. I think that it was always difficult for 
Francophone Protestant Swiss, for example, to become 
part of French-Canadian society, because they did not 
meet the criteria as set by Francophone Canadians. It 
was difficult for those people who came from Italy to join 
the Francophone community rather than the Anglo- 
phone community, because the Francophone community 
insisted that there was only one way to be a French- 
Canadian. It was difficult, if not impossible, for the very 
many people from central and eastern Europe, many of 
whom knew the French language better than they knew 
the English language, to join French Canada. It was not 
accepted that one could be a French-Canadian in a way 
other than the one required by the majority. I think that 
this is one of the reasons why the 1971 census shows a 
loss of mother tongue amongst Francophone Canadians. 
There is no reason why there should not have been an 
accretion, no reason why these immigrant groups should 
not have joined the French-speaking community as 
against the English-speaking community in Quebec, if 
they had been given greater encouragement to pursue 
their own way of life, their own cultures, while still being 
Francophone Canadians. 

Coming now to the question of multiculturalism in 
Canada, I do want to emphasize that in my opinion this 
country must be officially bilingual. For the reasons I 
mentioned earlier, there is no ethnic community other 
than the French-Canadian which is in the same position 
to have its language declared an official language of 
Canada. Nevertheless, for the reason I mentioned ear- 
lier, which is that language and culture are not neces- 
sarily identical or coincident, there is no reason why 
Canada could not be recognized officially as a bilingual 
and multicultural country. The fact is that, in the first 
place, the demographic development of Canada has 
clearly been in this direction. In 1867, 32% of the 
population was French-Canadian, 64% was Scots, Irish, 
Welsh and English, and only 4% comprised the original 
native Indians and all others. By 1961, the French still 
remained at about 31%, the British group declined to 
about 43%, and everyone else, at this point, came up to 
about 26%. If one considers the age groups, the immi- 
gration patterns, and so on, there is no question but 
that the group which is not of British or French descent 
will probably, in 1972, and certainly by the 1981 census, 
surpass the Francophone Canadians, and perhaps by 
1991 we will have a situation in which all three groups 
will be equal. Now, if you start from that point, 
and I emphasize that I am a believer in the British 
parliamentary system, and the fact that there shall be 
no taxdtion without representation, then surely these 
people have a right as taxpayers to have some say 
where their tax money goes. After all, it is not given by 
Mr. Trudeau or Mr. Davis or the government of Ontario 
or the government of Ottawa, except to the extent that 
it is taken from us as taxpayers and surely as taxpayers, 
we have the right to decide that there are certain things 
that we want in this country. 

When we are reaching the point where politicians, the 


young, indeed everyone, is emphasizing that for too long 
we have concentrated on development of material wealth 
and it is time we turned to the quality of life, surely, it is 
our right to say that we want to preserve and promote 
that quality of life in various distinctive ways. Therefore, 
as taxpayers, as well as in recognition of the demo- 
graphic development of this country, I think that recog- 
nition of the multicultural nature of this country was 
long overdue. 

There is a third reason. For those of you who have 
read Alvin Toffler’s Future Shock, for those of you who 
have read Reich’s Greening of America, and for those of 
you who are living in today’s world, it must be pretty 
evident that we are in a period where the bigness of all 
our institutions is crushing individualism. The young, 
many of whose parents may have lost their cultural heri- 
tage, are returning to this heritage today because it gives 
them an individuality that they do not find in huge 
schools, in huge universities, in a country which is be- 
coming increasingly urbanized. Young people are look- 
ing for an individuality which is theirs. And one of the 
things, if you read Alvin Toffler, that he suggests is that 
we should be turning away from tthe fears that this new 
post-industrial or super-industrial society poses. What 
he suggests is that this is the time for us all to be able 
to develop our personalities to concentrate on ourselves 
and our groups in more ways than mere emphasis on 
material well-being. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am not going to speak about 
specific proposals because this, of course, is the object of 
the conference for the next couple of days. But I feel I 
have to emphasize that there are in my opinion two 
groups which, above all others, have failed to reflect the 
pluralism of Canada. One of these is the communications 
media. I feel that the communications media have failed 
us. They have reflected merely the majority point of 
view. I think that the people in the top decision-making 
positions in the media, as well as the top employees, are 
too unilingual and unicultural. I think that this is a field 
which is drastically in need of change. The second group 
are our civil servants. And I mean this in Ottawa, in 
Queen’s Park, and in all the provincial capitals. The 
mandarins have always been from one group. Even the 
Francophone Canadians, who have had a great deal 
more political power than anyone else, have not been 
able to get the civil service in Ottawa to reflect their 
proportion of the population. And may I emphasize that 
I am not in favour of exact percentage quotas. I do not 
say that because the Francophone Canadians have 28% 
of the population, they must have exactly 28% of the 
federal civil service, and so on down the line. What I am 
saying is that there is no doubt that the top civil servants 
in all governments have been too unilingual and uni- 
cultural. 

I do want to finish with one last point and that is that 
there are distinctions between what I call human rights 
and individual rights on one hand, and group rights on 
the other hand. But quite clearly it is evident that the 
development of group rights and cultural rights is depen- 
dent to quite an extent upon the promotion of human 
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rights, and here the Province of Ontario deserves a great 
deal of credit because as early as our first legislative 
assembly, there was the first step; not enough, but there 
was a first step in which the new legislature of Upper 
Canada forbade the introduction of further slaves into 
Canada and made certain first provisions for the eman- 
cipation of some of them. 

Ontario has also been the first province in Canada to 
have a comprehensive Human Rights Code and a com- 
mission to administer it. I would like to stress that we 
are now coming to a time when our immigration patterns 
are such that for the first time we are having large num- 
bers of immigrants who are not white. We have an op- 
portunity in this country, because unlike the United 
States, we do not now have governments, either muni- 
cipal, federal or provincial, discriminating through vari- 
ous legislative schemes. But there is much more that is 
necessary. It is necessary to have institutions like the 
Ontario Human Rights Commission which are going to 
work to convince people that they should not discrimi- 
nate. There is no question but that if you are going to 
promote equality of opportunity, equality of access to 
employment and accommodation, some people are going 
to have to give up some of their rights. It is a question 
of balance. But, what I ask, and I particularly ask the 
editorial writers of the Toronto Globe and Mail, because 
I feel that they have been most unfair about this, is 
whether the hurt dignity of a person who has been denied 
access and equality of opportunity is not of greater 
weight than the slight inconvenience of some person who 
might have to live or work near a black man when he is 
prejudiced against black people. Surely it is more im- 
portant for the dignity of the human being to be able to 
come and work anywhere, live anywhere, without being 
prevented from doing so because a white man happens 
not to like it. I know this brings us into peoples’ homes, 
and I know that perhaps one of our greatest problems is 
that the Human Rights Commission is working largely 
with those people who have rooms to rent and are in a 
slightly lower economic level, rather than the top econo- 
mic and social classes. In other words, we have never 
been able to get at the top decision-makers because they 
do not lease accommodation in their homes, and ob- 
viously if they hire, they are not the ones who will be 
working next to whoever it is that they hire. And they 
are hiding in the private clubs. I am not so idealistic as 
to think that private clubs will be touched by provincial 
legislation — that seems impossible. But, what I am say- 
ing is, that if we insist upon our rights to equality of 
opportunity, to our cultural rights, then we must as in- 
dividuals decide that we will not participate in private 
clubs which discriminate. 

And so, since I have a note saying that it is time to 
close, I would like to finish off with this statement: I do 
not know whether Canada in two or three generations 
will still be described as a mosaic or as a multicultural 
country, but I am certain that there will be a lot of root- 
less, frustrated, and bitter Canadians, if that mosaic con- 
tinues to be as vertical as it is today. 

Thank you. 
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CITIZENSHIP 


Moderator: Dr. Rudolf Helling 


Mr. D. Archer 
Mrs. M. Jennings 
Judge M. Starr 
Miss V. Kasurak 


Chairmen: 


FRIDAY P.M. 


Cultural Nationalism What and 
Why? 

The Immigrant — Is his Culture to 
be kept or shed? 


Areas of Concern: 


It was generally felt by the group that after having re- 
ceived a good deal of criticism as an underlying cause of 
both world wars, the concept of nationalism is currently 
enjoying a new vogue and is once more accepted as one 
of the most constructive forces in building a country and 
its society. Nationalism was seen in terms of personal 
agreement with the basic values of this country. Minority 
groups face the difficult problem that simply adjusting to 
the mores of the dominant group is not the right answer. 
The greater problem is one for the entire society to 
accept cultural diversity. The main concern was: without 
giving nationalism an expressly moral connotation, 
should Canadian Nationalism be defined to capture the 
true and distinct essence of our national character and 
ideals, and should at the same time those whose heritage 
is neither English, French, nor Indian be granted full and 
equal status in our society? 

As a basis for discussion it was generally felt that 
Canadian Nationalism as a means of achieving National 
Unity did not imply the mass adoption of unilateral ex- 
pression of one set of values. In place of cultural regi- 
mentation, not including of course, the minimum of 
shared basic values necessary in all viable societies, there 
should be an optimum which could be an open situation 
in which people remain free to maintain their specific 
identities. The point was made that a high degree of 
“natural evolution” occurs in every group living within 
society with the result that a functional state of affairs 
obtains without the coercive effects of a national stereo- 
type. As long as an individual or group of individuals, 
though seen as different in one way or another from a 
cultural norm, is making a contribution to society, diver- 
sity, in the opinion of many participants, ought not to be 
the grounds for obliging that individual or that group to 
conform to the consensus image. 

Having laid the philosophical guidelines for a con- 
sideration of the problem, the group began the practical 
task of providing possible solutions. The first conclusion 
reached was that it was impossible to retain all the 
characteristics acquired in the native heritage, since the 
basic requirement made of the immigrant living in 
Canada is obedience to and recognition of the legal sys- 
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tem. The problem for the group was then to identify 
priorities and set limits on how much of one’s cultural 
heritage should be fostered and preserved and how this 
retention ought to mesh with the officially bilingual 
society of Canada. 

In keeping with an earlier expressed opinion, the 
group was unanimous in asserting that the immigrant 
should never be required to strip himself of his cultural 
identity in a hasty adoption of either the English or 
French version of cultural behaviour. The key principle 
that emerged from the discussion was that of “cultural 
equality”, where the personal dignity of all our citizens 
could flourish. Multiculturalism defined in these terms 
was seen as an expression and affirmation of the sense of 
individual dignity so valued in the hierarchy of Western 
thought. 


With full and free participation in the society har- 
monizing with the right of the individual to retain his 
cultural past, the problem of discrimination was raised. 
It was felt that there is a definite cultural stratification 
system in Ontario with the English, Scottish, Welsh and 
Irish communities enjoying predominance over all other 
Canadians. Because of this alleged “Anglo-oriented 
clique”, the degree of ability to speak unaccented Eng- 
lish, it was claimed, is often used to measure a citizen’s 
“Canadianness” or suitability for promotion. The fact 
that “foreignness” is often the basis for blocking social 
mobility has led many second and third generation Cana- 
dians to change their names, renounce their heritage, and 
proceed as if their ancestors had sailed from Liverpool 
or Cardiff, Belfast or Glasgow. It was suggested that 
although discrimination of this nature cannot be legis- 
latively erased, the problem could certainly be eased by 
the implementation of a full and equal concept of citizen- 
ship seen as a just relationship among the individual, his 
group, and government. 


Working from the premise that society does not grow 
and develop by pressing everyone into the same cultural 
mould, dissatisfaction was directed against present edu- 
cational policy which only allows for the introduction of 
languages of ethnic groups at the high school level. While 
some people simply felt this measure to be too little or 
too late, others made a practical criticism of the policy, 
claiming that without implementing studies in ethnic 
languages in public schools, both for non-native speakers 
and those already fluent, the crosscultural benefits of 
such a programme were totally lost. Strong support was 
expressed for broadening the range of language training 
to include languages other than English and French. At 
some future time it was hoped that such an innovation in 
educational policy would lead to the adoption of an 
official policy of multilingualism for Canada, where two 
or three languages could be used nationally in addition 
to English and French, population percentage being the 
principle of selection. 


Still hovering on the borders of education rather than 
citizenship, it was further recommended by the parti- 
cipants that textbooks used in Ontario’s schools should 
include relevant information on the importance and con- 
tribution of all groups that played a part in the settlement 
and development of Ontario. History books in parti- 
cular should be compiled and written in collaboration 
with qualified representatives from all cultural groups 
within the province. 

Moving out of that portion of citizenship dealing with 
the needs of well-established cultural communities, the 
workshops closed session with a consideration of the 
special needs of immigrants into Ontario. It was sug- 
gested, for example, that instead of paying an immi- 
grant-professional (e.g. engineer, chemist, doctor, etc.) 
a living allowance while he goes to school to learn 
English, the government should induce companies oper- 
ating in Canada to take these men and women as em- 
ployees and have them learn the language “on the job”. 
In this way the immigrant would obtain dual qualifica- 
tions for a new career — he would have the language and 
the invaluable “Canadian experience” without which he 
is often unemployable. 

To meet the needs of the average newcomer into the 
province a series of suggestions were brought forward 
concerning information services. The criticism was 
offered of the present service that multilingual brochures 
and related documents are not meaningfully written in 
the immigrants’ own language but are instead only crude 
renditions of an English original. Several participants 
suggested that a way of improving this situation would 
be to utilize the expertise of more established immi- 
grants both in isolating problems they themselves once 
faced and in offering counselling. It was stressed in all 
workshops that if a newcomer is expected to understand 
his obligations and rights then he must receive that in- 
formation in a relevant and digestible form. 


SATURDAY A.M. 


Areas of Concern: The Indian Case for Special Status 
Achieving Canadian Citizenship — 
Laws and Regulations 


The general mood of workshops dealing with special 
status for the Mishinabi or Native Peoples was one of 
attentiveness to an Indian analysis of the situation rather 
than deference to a white-authority view. Indian repre- 
sentatives made graphically clear to all participants that 
special status is a matter of over-riding importance to 
their people and attempted to ground their support of 
the idea in historical precedent. It was pointed out, for 
example, that three times in Canadian history, in 1763 
by a proclamation of the Crown, in 1850 by the Indian 
Act and again in 1867 under the terms of the B.N.A. Act 
the Mishinabi were legally extended a special status. 
One of the key concerns of Indian spokesmen was that 
the wider society not only fails to understand the legis- 
lated position of the Mishinabi vis-a-vis all other groups 
in Canada but is actually hostile to the notion of any 
special privilege being conferred which is not available 
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to other citizens. An effort was made to illustrate that 
special status is simply the logical and just reflection of a 
profoundly different life-style at loggerheads with a 
hostile and dominant society which threatens to destroy 
it. 

Both the Eskimos and the Mishinabi were initially 
nomadic people before the days of the fur trade. After 
the establishment of trading posts, churches and com- 
pulsory education, they were forced into a dependency 
relationship with the colonizing whites. Gradually as the 
old skills were forgotten and no new ones were acquired 
to adapt to the new society, the Indian became the for- 
gotten man in Canadian life. The extent of neglect felt 
by the Mishinabi was symbolized for other participants 
through the example of the James Bay Project which 
threatens the existence of 6,000 Cree Indians living in 
the area. If rivers leading out of the Bay are dammed in 
order to facilitate power delivery to Quebec, several 
participants maintained, there is a great possibility the 
entire livelihood of these people will be disrupted. As 
one Indian put it, it’s either power for Quebec or life for 
these people. It was also emphasized that situations like 
the James Bay Project are not isolated occurrences but 
part and parcel of a distinctly European philosophy of 
progress which gives but little thought to the ecological 
balance and man’s relationship to nature. Certain Indian 
participants went so far as to suggest that all develop- 
ment and industrialization of the North be placed under 
a general government moratorium in order to conduct 
studies whose frame of reference should be the human 
and long term consequences of an intemperate develop- 
ment of the wilderness frontier. 

At this juncture in the discussions it was suggested by 
one participant that there were real similarities between 
the plight of the Mishinabi and the situation of the immi- 
grant in society. Both, he argued, were disadvantaged in 
comparison to other groups and both were dedicated to 
the removal of legislated barriers to their full and free 
participation in the pursuit of happiness. This proposi- 
tion was challenged by the Indian representatives who, 
while they appreciated the conditions under which the 
newcomer labours, were at pains to make the distinction 
that the native people operate under far more trying 
conditions, in that the culture and the quality of their 
lives have been virtually eradicted through legislation. 
For the Mishinabi the spiritual qualities of daily life in- 
fluence practically every facet of their behaviour, social 
relationship and attitudes. These spiritual qualities were 
in effect legalistically exorcised as part of a deliberate 
policy, e.g. arrests for potlatch ceremonies, etc. This, 
along with educational difficulties and/or expectations 
which conflict in many cases with their basic value sys- 
tem, has resulted in the added burden Native Peoples 
face in trying to survive within their own life-style. And 
lastly, the Indian participants claimed, there is the De- 
partment of Indian Affairs itself which imposes its own 
interpretations, aspirations and goals on the Mishinabi 
without much allowance for input into the very pro- 
grammes and policies under which their lives are ar- 
ranged. 

Part of the problem, it was suggested, lies with the 
confused state of present legislation governing Indians. 


It was important, these people felt, to establish legally 
and constitutionally just what an Indian is, to remove 
inequities within the Indian Act such as discriminatory 
provisions against Indian women who marry whites, to 
identify the Eskimo as racially distinct from Indians 
under a separate Act, and to acknowledge and grant 
status to all Non-Status Indians. 

But quite apart from particular circumstances in need 
of remedy, the discussion surrounding special status for 
Indians narrowed down to the fact that the constitution 
permits a system of special status without either requir- 
ing or guaranteeing it. The conclusion emerged that 
without the reserves there could be no Indian culture 
and that in this connection no government should at- 
tempt to end the system of special status. 

With securing of special status within the reserve 
system as a sine qua non, the kinds of solutions the 
Mishinabi proposed at the Conference derived from the 
principle of government assistance for self-direction and 
self-help. As a first step the educational experiences of 
Native children would have to be drastically changed in 
order to become relevant to Indian experience, which 
many Indian representatives claimed meant upgrading 
reserve schools to the point where they could keep child- 
ren within their own community without making them 
feel their educations were suffering in the process. In the 
realm of industry many Indian representatives felt that 
the reserves themselves had to develop a viable economy 
based on craft industry closely aligned to traditional 
native skills. Such a development would have to be en- 
tirely free of the kind of paternalism which many felt 
had resulted in the lack of initiative Indians have exhibit- 
ed when taking part in projects planned and staffed for 
them by non-Indians. By removing the “white” element 
from the “red” problem such practical difficulties as the 
absence of an Indian middle management class could be 
overcome, through palpable contact by Indians’ with the 
practical problems out of which administrative skills are 
acquired. In conclusion to these discussions, Indian par- 
ticipants once again stressed that control of their own 
destinies under the terms implied if not spelled out in the 
Constitution, would represent a first big step along the 
road to a better deal and a better life for the Mishinabi. 

When the groups moved into a consideration of Can- 
adian Citizenship the concern was expressed that present 
Citizenship laws give preferential treatment to people of 
British origin. The sentiment was voiced that the time 
had come to revise the laws governing citizenship to 
guarantee equality of treatment regardless of the ethnic 
background. One participant objected that British 
people like everyone else, have to wait five years to be 
eligible for Canadian Citizenship but it was quickly 
countered by other participants that the whole bureau- 
cratic process was made easier for them in certain subtly 
discriminatory ways, e.g. they may apply by mail for 
citizenship whereas others must appear before a citizen- 
ship judge. And while there was not much objection to 
a five year waiting period, many participants felt the Act 
should be amended to remove voting rights for U.K. 
citizens who are enfranchised after one year of residence 
in Canada. 

It was emphasized by several participants that statu- 
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tory equality in the area of citizenship was only a narrow 
and comparatively unimportant aspect of the problem, 
since equal citizenship depends so heavily on the 
breakdown of psychological barriers and established 
prejudices in the minds of native Canadians with regard 
to newcomers. Without open-mindedness, just laws and 
their informed application, we can do little to guarantee 
the dignity of all Canadians. Considerable criticism was 
directed at the media in this connection but in particular 
at newspapers, which many participants felt were doing 
little or nothing to promote a favourable image of some 
cultural groups. In order to combat prejudice based on 
ignorance several suggestions were made. The bulk of 
these were directed at implementing a more competent 
promotional campaign for the constituent groups in On- 
tario society, and by implication, for the philosophy of 
multiculturalism. One proposal was for the establish- 
ment of regional Multicultural Clubs which would pre- 
sent a more inclusive image of all members of society 
than those presently projected from educational insti- 
tutions or the mass media. The workshop sessions closed 
with the generally expressed conclusion that the key 
issue in the area of Citizenship was the positive self- 
promotion of every cultural community in order to build 
the kind of society where everyone could live in dignity 
and harmony with his fellow citizens. 


SATURDAY P.M. 
Areas of concern: Unity Through Diversity or 
A Homogeneous Society 
Ontario’s People and their 
Future Role in Confederation 


At the outset of discussions in the last session there was 
concern about the feasibility of any society being at the 
same time homogeneous as well as diverse. The accom- 
panying opinion that within the same country, with a 
population of the same origin, speaking the same lan- 
guage, there could be diversity was also presented. Each 
country has class divisions, geographical divisions and 
vocational divisions; but there is also a measure of homo- 
genization. In Canada, many people come from different 
backgrounds, speak different languages, have different 
customs, which accounts for the country’s diversity, yet 
all people shop in the same market, obey the same laws, 
etc., which unites them. Given that all societies are both 
homogeneous and diverse, the participants re-stated their 
concern about the limits of diversity which are accept- 
able without destroying unity. Many participants felt 
the need to clarify the terms “wide diversity” and 
“homogeneous society” before attempting to respond to 
the problem, agreeing that there was a minimum unity 
required as long as a country wishes to remain viable. 
It was suggested that a new Canadian Constitution might 
provide the answer to what the minimum obligations of 
every citizen were — he must respect the law and the gov- 
ernment that administers it through the established insti- 
tutions of the land. But outside of the realm of a citizen’s 
duties and obligations, diversity in cultural or religious 
fields is welcome, with the question then becoming one 


of how to relate various cultural accomplishments in 
order to arrive at a “Canadian Culture”. 

Concern was expressed by many participants that the 
resurgent Canadian nationalism of the last few years as 
conveyed through the media has been altogether too 
narrowly confined to Anglo-Saxon cultural ideals, run- 
ning the risk of alienating cultural alternatives. The point 
was stressed that unity is necessary for progress yet it 
must be a unity with the capacity to absorb diversity as it 
exists in the make-up of society. Diversity in the context 
of a voluntary unity is constructive as a social force; 
diversity devoid of a core unity would be destructive to 
social growth. The participants concluded their remarks 
on this subject by declaring that all groups are entitled to 
work towards their individual cultural preservation while 
at the same time feeling they are a vital part of the Can- 
adian nation. 

When it came to the meaning of being a Canadian, the 
following definition was offered: 


“Every person residing in Ontario who is native born 
or naturalized is also a citizen of Canada with 
equal rights before the laws of the land.” 


The point was added that there are no special status 
citizens. Being a citizen of Canada entitled everyone to 
self-development, both as an individual and as a member 
of one or more groups according to his free choice, re- 
gardless of what his status in life may be. It was em- 
phasized that there is no “right” road to a desirable 
future — neither integration nor assimilation. Every citi- 
zen, it was suggested, has a responsibility to respect the 
rights of others, support the common good and to strug- 
gle against injustice. A Canadian citizen is a person who 
enjoys such rights and discharges the concomitant res- 
ponsibilities. All discriminatory laws and _ practices 
against naturalized Canadians should be eliminated. 

The view was conjointly expressed that citizenship is 
a continuous process rather than something that is sud- 
denly achieved once and for all. Part of that process 
entails a constant re-evaluation of the common values 
that all Canadians share. This is possible in a country 
like Canada because of an affluence which permits 
people the leisure time to discuss amongst themselves 
matters of political and social importance. As one of the 
most prosperous provinces in the country, people in 
Ontario have the special obligation of making a sub- 
stantial contribution to the examination of the concept 
of citizenship. One participant interjected at this point 
that all discussions concerning national identity, culture 
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and citizenship had been carried on in a very limited 
way, so that what had mainly been covered were activi- 
ties that could be included under the heading of “high 
culture”. In his opinion, while these things were of toler- 
able importance, they still did not equal in relevance 
what a man does five days of the week. Other partici- 
pants agreed that in the process of formulating an ex- 
haustive definition of what citizenship comprised, re- 
ference should be made to all facets of the individual as 
he lives in society including what was referred to as his 
“popular culture’. 

One participant argued that it was a mistake to dis- 
cuss citizenship, which in his view was above all else a 
social concept, solely in relation to the individual. He 
claimed that there is a basic dichotomy in any society 
between the rights of the individual and the rights of 
society or what were called “collective rights”. The task 
of good citizenship was to find a compromise between 
the different rights. Mention was made of the fact that in 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights all provi- 
sions were written up in conjunction with their corres- 
ponding duties. The relationship between the two was 
described as one to be worked out in a political market 
place. The test of good citizenship and healthy society 
is not so much what people or government say, claim to 
do, or pretend to be, but whether or not within the 
political framework and under the constitution a diverse 
spread of views and styles of life can be pursued without 
fear of reprisal. 

In relation to this last point, there was a general feel- 
ing that the people who come to Canada to become 
Canadians are not being accepted into society. It was 
unanimously agreed that while the nature of citizenship 
in a multicultural society is necessarily more compli- 
cated and problem-intense than in unicultural countries, 
every effort must be made by government, the media and 
the people themselves to promote the ideal of a com- 
posite total community composed of ancillary communi- 
ties — each with its own aspirations and its own contri- 
butions. 

It was at this point that participants placed the prob- 
lem of active acceptance rather than taciturn tolerance 
of all groups in society, into the broader framework of 
how Ontario’s people might define their future role in 
Confederation. Participants mentioned that the first real 
initiatives in defending the idea of a new constitution 
came from Ontario and expressed hope that the province 
will continue to be in the vanguard of the process of de- 
fining the emerging Canadian Society. 


CULTURE 


Mrs. J. B. Clements 


Mr. Anthony Adamson 
Mr. James Buller 
Mr. Donald Murray 


Moderator: 
Chairmen: 


FRIDAY P.M. 


Personal Expression in a Bilingual, 
Multicultural Society 

Support for Personal Expression and 
the Arts 

Quality of Life 


Areas of Concern: 


The point was made that culture, like art, is a means of 
personal expression and should be safeguarded as a vital 
part of our daily lives rather than as an abstract or nebu- 
lous exercise in theorizing. It was felt that while discus- 
sing this and related subjects, multiculturalism within a 
bilingual society ought to be kept in mind. 

The Francophone position in Ontario was expressed 
as being one of support for multiculturalism with the 
proviso that bilingualism be the cornerstone of the re- 
sultant society. An interesting sidelight on this view 
also held that Franco-Ontarian culture had to be seen as 
a separate and distinct cultural phenomenon from the 
existing state of affairs in Quebec. 

Concern was expressed over a possible collision be- 
tween biculturalism and multiculturalism. One view 
maintained that the problem could be measured in terms 
of whether a person belonged to a minority or the 
majority within a given society, arguing that the majority 
by virtue of numbers always has enough security to ac- 
cept other views which will not hinder its own self-ex- 
pression. The majority personality was described as 
being subdued and characteristically non-aggressive. 

Minority personality, to the contrary, was felt to be 
basically authoritarian and doctrinaire in order to sur- 
vive the period of cultural transition through which a 
modified version of its heritage and mores would have to 
pass before emerging as a legitimate addition to the 
larger society. The premise put forward to account for 
the vigor with which a minority expresses itself related 
the individual to the size of his peer group, such that the 
smaller the group, the more keenly do its members feel 
a threat to their identity; the end result being a corres- 
ponding increment in the intensity with which their 
views are declared. The basic problem of the minority 
was seen as finding a way of expressing its cultural per- 
sonality which at one and the same time would remain 
true to its heritage while granting a measure of security 
and stability in the larger society. 

In response to the claim that Canada was only bi- 
cultural, the view was vigorously pursued that this 
country is, in fact, multilingual and multicultural. It was 
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argued that official status for some languages, though 
justifiable in the light of history and tradition, should not 
be used to obscure present realities within Ontario. 
Every element in society, it was claimed, added some- 
thing unique and valuable to the vitality of the whole; 
chauvinism in a particular group simply hindered the 
process of mutual integration and hence precluded the 
development of a just and harmonious unity. The key to 
personal expression of minority and ethnocultural 
groups in society was described as guaranteeing the right 
of everyone to interpret himself to the rest of the society, 
so that he could find acceptance and support but so that 
he could also make a legitimate contribution to the com- 
posite culture. 

In relation to the Franco-Ontarian position within 
Ontario, the question of how a minority culture survives 
and develops arose. It was proposed that, 


a) it is necessary to have the structures and machinery 
to preserve their rights, 


or 


b) that structures are unnecessary and all that is re- 
quired is recognition of the right to hold minority 
opinions and to develop individually. 


In relation to Point B the following questions were 
put: Should the expression of individuality be limited to 
some vague concept of general goodwill and tolerance or 
should we have a structured machinery which might 
mean, for example, a Ministry of Cultural Affairs? Or, 
should it simply be stated in an amended version of the 
present Human Rights Code or other government legis- 
lation that society recognizes the rights of minorities to 
express themselves as fully as possible within a distinctly 
Canadian milieu? 

At this juncture it was suggested that language being 
a preservant of culture, it was unreasonable to discuss 
them as though they were mutually exclusive concepts. 
Because of the inter-relatedness of language and culture 
the further criticism was voiced that multiculturalism in 
the context of bilingualism could not be discussed in a 
very serious or realistic way. 

Leaving aside speculation and forecast in this matter, 
the view was expressed that the group ought to grapple 
with the more palpable problem of cultural organization 
in Ontario. But before any discussion of support for 
personal expression through culture took place, con- 
siderable energy was directed at coming to a suitable 
definition of culture. Two distinct elements of the term 
were isolated and developed — Culture in terms of cul- 
tural expression taking the form of painting, music and 
literature; and Culture that entailed the expression of a 
particular life-style or world-view. One speaker em- 
phasized that the term “Culture” had a much broader 
meaning in French than in English, designating a total 
state of being, with the implication that group discussion 


should not be confined to a consideration of the arts 
alone. In the ensuing dialogue reference was continually 
made to both elements of the definition — to culture as 
artifact and to culture as the art of living. 


Moving into the area of cultural organization in 
Ontario, it was claimed that existing art institutions act 
as effective barriers to the full and free cultural expres- 
sion of the different groups in society. The accusation 
was made that there is an “Establishment Culture” en- 
joying the official imprimitur of a body of predominant- 
ly White Anglo-Saxon and Jewish administrators who 
dominate Ontario’s art institutions. Taking the Art Gal- 
lery of Ontario as an example, one speaker claimed that 
nothing had been changed by obtaining a provincial 
charter since exhibitions still do not reflect the cultural 
diversity of the province. Concern was expressed that it 
was easier to hold conferences such as Heritage Ontario 
and make other token gestures than to make any real 
attempt to solve ongoing problems. 


As a solution to this problem, it was recommended 
that the citizen and taxpayer should be able to attend 
board and trustee meetings of the Art Gallery of Ontario 
and the Royal Ontario Museum so that he could ex- 
press his tastes and needs in art and culture. Further 
use could be made, it was felt, of the Community Col- 
leges in the area of cultural development since these 
institutions have the facilities and resources for playing 
a very positive part in the lives of Ontario’s people. 


Continuing with the issue of administration in the arts 
field it was suggested that there is, generally speaking, a 
lack of functional multiculturalism at the grass roots, 
prime delivery level. There should be more assistance 
made available to minority cultural groups by P.O.C.A. 
and by failing to extend it, P.O.C.A. and other such 
agencies are not fulfilling their roles in the cultural life 
of the province. It was countered at this point that 
P.O.C.A. supports projects not on the basis of the par- 
ticipating group but on the quality of the endeavour. The 
point was also made that minority groups might be un- 
aware of the existence of institutions like P.O.C.A. 
which could help to finance their activities. Art insti- 
tutions, it was felt, ought to make their services more 
widely known through better advertising or a cultural 
animation programme. 


Through discussion of funding in the arts, the more 
inclusive issue of government support for personal ex- 
pression was raised. It was agreed that the apportioning 
of funds was severely inequitable, as witnessed by the 
relative budgets for Highways and Cultural Development 
in Ontario, and the group suggested that only by chang- 
ing the attitudes of those in power could the disparities 
be removed. 


The proposal was put forward that although all levels 
of government ought to give greater funding to the arts, 
the community itself should extend maximum support 
to any given project originating within it. This point led 
into a statement of the view that cultures ought not to be 
preserved for the benefit of the displaying group alone 
but should be shared with the entire community. It was 
argued that interaction of this type promotes mutual 
awareness on a personal basis within the community and 
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affords the opportunity for the mutual enjoyment of dif- 
ferent heritages. Simply making people aware of each 
other was seen as a vitally important facet of multi- 
culturalism, since healthy mental attitudes lessen the 
likelihood of cultural conflict or isolation. It was further 
commented that mutual awareness should take place on 
as complete a basis of encounter as possible and not be 
confined to dances, folkshows, and exhibitions. 

One of the key criteria for government support to cul- 
tural projects was expressed as degree of isolation from 
the main centres of society. Government should act to 
insure the integrated and equal development of the net- 
work of communities across the province and to accomp- 
lish this the “band-aid” formula of funding for the arts 
had to be replaced by a more comprehensive and effec- 
tive mode of action. Community Arts Centres were seen 
in a good light both as focal points for cultural activity 
and showcases for the multicultural nature of society, 
but in order to make them operable, there should be a 
Ministry of Cultural Affairs to co-ordinate and direct 
cultural development. 

The criticism was voiced that no sense of cooperation 
or unity of purpose operated in the field of cultural de- 
velopment with the result that communities were seques- 
tered within their own local projects. Working with the 
assumption that a successful cultural animation pro- 
gramme requires grass roots’ support in the larger 
society, it was felt that television had a clear responsi- 
bility in the field which it was not discharging. The sug- 
gestion was put forward that the C.B.C. could help to 
secure the popular base for a cultural nascence in Canada 
in a variety of ways including allotting broadcast time in 
languages other than English and French and by having 
a professional repertory theatre in residence. 

The point was made that support for personal expres- 
sion need not take the form of funding — people resources 
and “institutional opportunity” could be invaluable aids 
to cultural development. The Canadian Council for the 
Arts, for instance, has a reservoir of very capable staff 
who could be used to develop native Canadian talent. 
Artists could then be nurtured on a more professional 
basis, possibly by government-sponsored workshops in 
all, including ethnic communities, rather than depending 
on the limited resources of interested local groups or in- 
dividuals. The criticism was voiced that the O.A.C. 
lacked a section exclusively for ethnic theatre and that 
annual events such as the Dominion Drama Festival, 
disallowed performances in languages other than English 
and French. 

At this juncture the observation was made that ethnic 
communities fail to look outward from the mini-world 
of their own group, and that the resultant ethnocentricity 
was responsible for a great deal of seeming indifference 
to their cultural projects on the part of the larger society. 
Publicity, it was suggested, could open up isolated 
pockets of cultural expression for the benefit and enjoy- 
ment of everyone. Part of that publicity was admirably 
provided by Heritage Ontario but in order to become 
credible it would have to be held as an annual event 
until such time as a Ministry of Cultural Affairs could 
assume the burden of direction and assistance to our 
cultural development. 


SATURDAY A.M. 


Areas of Concern: Changing Social Attitudes 
— Religion, Women’s Rights and 
Youth Culture 
Understanding Cultural 
Differences — Ethnic and 
Geographic 
Equality of Opportunity for 
Cultural Expression — 
What is being done? 


In almost all workshops the assumption that there was 
only one set of values under which all groups or indi- 
viduals ought to be governed was severely questioned. 
Under existing social pressures to conform to a con- 
sensus image, an immigrant’s options were reduced to 
two; he could either change his life-style by adopting 
the stance of a cultural amnesiac, forgetting his own 
heritage in the adoption of majority group mores, or he 
could sequester himself within the familiar confines of 
a thoroughgoing ethnocentricity. 

It was to these extreme alternatives that the work- 
shops added a third possibility which they felt was a 
richer one both for the individual and the larger Can- 
adian society. Put simply, the additional choice was to 
strike a balance between an immigrant’s past and his 
future — retaining the important aspects of his native 
culture while at the same time tempering that heritage 
with Canadian experience. It was pointed out by one 
participant that such a third alternative was in keeping 
with a perceptible world trend toward “unity through 
diversity” as evidenced in the religious field by the ecu- 
menical movement and in politics by such institutional 
expressions of internationalism as the United Nations. 
The general consensus in all cultural workshops was that 
ethnic groups should grow as individual communities but 
that at the same time these communities must develop a 
sense of unity with the rest of Canadian society. 

When it came to a discussion of the Church’s role in 
society, there was considerable division amongst partici- 
pants at the Congress, partly because the issue proved 
to be a very emotional and delicate one but also owing to 
differing visions of faith and spiritual expression in 
society. It was remarked by several people that the secu- 
lar church, with its influence operating in every facet of 
society including the political, has often functioned his- 
torically as an agency of reaction, supporting the status 
quo when that was synonymous with impeding social 
reform and advancement. The contemporary Church 
was criticized for failure to adapt to the changing con- 
ditions in society which were described in terms of a 
spiritual vacuum into which the Church seemed unable 
to move. 

One speaker felt very strongly that young people were 
looking to other things to supply direction in their lives 
— including drugs, radical activity, and the occult — as a 
result of the Church’s decline and the disappearance of 
religious instruction from the schools. Many participants 
agreed that in order to ensure quality of life in any de- 
veloping society there had to be an institution that 
ministered to the spiritual needs of all people. 
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Although there was general disagreement over assign- 
ing responsibility for religious education, some feeling 
it was the job of the schools, others the duty of the 
parents, two distinct interpretations of what “religious 
education” was were offered. The first and traditional 
view had it that religious education implied transmis- 
sion of the orthodox views of an established faith for 
the perpetuation of a particular sect; the second inter- 
pretation maintained that the unbiased teaching of all 
religions from a cultural perspective was more appro- 
priate for a society with a predominantly public school 
system. Many participants linked this second view with 
the concept of multiculturalism and expressed the 
opinion that respect for differing religious points of view 
together with a basic understanding of them was a means 
of promoting the kind of mutual awareness necessary 
to building a cosmopolitan society. 

At this juncture, certain of the problems inherent in 
building such a society were raised — the key issue being 
the difficulty of adjustment for immigrant families into 
Canadian life. While it was generally acknowledged that 
a middle-aged immigrant could eventually integrate into 
a new culture, the role of youth in the development of a 
multicultural society was seen throughout all workshops 
as an extremely important one. The view was expressed 
that children are unaware of race, creed, or colour dif- 
ferences with the result that a practical programme of 
multicultural appreciation could be begun in kinder- 
garten in order to preserve and develop their bias-free 
condition. In more advanced grades, it was felt that a 
comprehensive student exchange and travel plan would 
increase appreciation of cultural differences in a dynamic 
and exciting way. But the workshops also saw the neces- 
sity of local interaction which they felt could be realized 
by cross-cultural personal contacts through private clubs 
or the home. 

In conjunction with this last point, members of the 
Toronto based Cross-Cultural Centre took the oppor- 
tunity to describe for other participants some of the diffi- 
culties involved in bringing people together. The key 
problem, as they saw it, was breaking down the walls of 
an exclusive and excluding ethnocentricity which con- 
fines the cultural activity of many ethnic communities 
to their own members. Working from this criticism 
many participants suggested that government undertake 
to promote the mutual benefits of trans-group inter- 
action in the eyes of the wider society. In this connec- 
tion nearly all participants stressed the tremendous 
potential role of T.V. and radio in helping to eliminate 
prejudice and other forms of cultural barriers. 

In conclusion to discussion on the issue of immigrant 
integration, special attention was given to the plight of 
the older members of ethnic communities. It was suggest- 
ed that people of one particular ethnic background be 
kept in individual old age homes or at least in separate 
wings of a home. Members of the Japanese community 
described a home for the aged built in Beamsville, 
Ontario, so that their elders could live together. 

But perhaps the key proposal of all those made by 
the participants of the cultural theme area was for the 
establishment of multicultural centres, whose purpose 
it would be to prevent the spread of prejudice and mis- 


conception by promoting inter-group contact on a per- 
sonal as well as community basis. It was proposed that 
the centres be designed to accommodate the staging of 
amateur group productions but just as important, these 
centres could provide a common ground or meeting 
place where personal contact could be established. At 
this point a representative of a welfare rights group 
stated that the poor, whose members crossed all ethnic 
lines, had a right to an equal share in the nation’s cultural 
life, adding as a proposal that government embark on a 
programme of subsidization of cultural events. 

As the discussion drew to a close in this session the 
sentiment was widely expressed that government has a 
key and positive role to play in the nurturing of multi- 
culturalism as a vital concept for social development in 
Ontario. Whether it decides to establish a Ministry of 
Cultural Affairs, a body such as the C.C.A. or multi- 
cultural centres as suggested by the workshops was not, 
in the opinion of many, of final importance; what really 
mattered was that government listen to and then act on 
the proposals its citizens had been summoned to Heritage 
Ontario to offer. 


SATURDAY P.M. 


Areas of Concern: Means of Contributing to each 
other’s Cultural Expression 
Advancement of the Means for 
Personal and Group Development 


Rather than dealing with the subjects outlined in the 
programme for preliminary discussions the majority of 
time in these last sessions was devoted either to subjects 
already discussed in previous workshops or to the form- 
ulation of recommendations for the Sunday morning 
theme plenary. 

The most frequently made suggestion in all closing 
workshops was for the creation of an agency of govern- 
ment which would be operated by a board or commis- 
sion that would have at its disposal adequate resources 
to guarantee cultural communities the widest range of 
activities. The argument that individual communities 
should not be too anxious to seek government subsidi- 
zation but should do more for themselves at the local 
level in cultural affairs was rejected by one participant 
who stressed that cultural communities have looked after 
their heritages at their own expense long before govern- 
ment assistance became available. In his opinion, those 
cultural groups that have come to Canada and wished 
to maintain their traditions have, for the most part, done 
it, but they have now reached a point where additional 
resources are required if their accomplishments are to 
become available to the wider society. Once again the 
point was made that additional resources did not neces- 
sarily mean money but could take the form of access to 
public buildings, i.e. schools, libraries, etc., book pub- 
lishing, radio and T.V. time, free press advertising and 
in short anything which would permit a group or indi- 
vidual to develop and exhibit cultural personality. 

In opposition to the formation of a government agency 
to direct and co-ordinate cultural development in 
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Ontario, the criticism was made that unless a body was 
created of Ministerial proportions, any smaller substi- 
tute could be arbitrarily controlled by a small clique 
such as, in the opinion of one speaker, presently controls 
the Royal Ontario Museum. A Ministry of Culture, it 
was argued, would be sensitive to the communities it 
served by virtue of political influence and would also 
have the necessary organization to allow for legislation 
with the minimum amount of interference. 

Several questions were then posed concerning the pro- 
posal for a Ministry of Culture amongst which were the 
four following: 


1) Should the heritages of ethnocultural minorities be 
considered a common resource by the people of 
Ontario? 


2) Should these cultures be maintained on a substantial 


as opposed to symbolic level? 


3) Should agencies concerned with cultural develop- 
ment such as the O.C.A. see their responsibility in 


terms of all the composite groups in Ontario? 


4) Should governing agencies and their staffs include 
people who are familiar with the cultural processes 
within all minority groups that are dedicated to 


cultural development? 


In the course of responding to these and related ques- 
tions several participants wondered if they were not 
suggesting that government do something they them- 
selves could do. Alarm was expressed that government 
is increasingly becoming known and treated as “the great 
white father” without the concomitant awareness that 
every responsibility added to official jurisdiction amounts 
to a subtraction from the body of personal freedoms. 
Was it not better, some participants asked, to have the 
government free the individual to do what he wanted 
with his culture using his own initiatives and his own 
resources? 

One participant demonstrated his reluctance to agree 
to a Ministry of Culture by voicing his discontent with 
the way in which government had handled the pre-Con- 
gress group meetings. His understanding of the formula 
which had been used was that Government had selected 
umbrella groups which they felt represented the wider 
community, while in actual fact this was not always the 
case. The same speaker also took strong objection to Mr. 
Yaremko’s statement that no activists and no radicals 
were to be admitted to the Congress, claimed that if a 
Ministry or agency of government was created to oversee 
cultural development in Ontario it would be inevitably 
concerned with retaining the status quo which would 
undoubtedly prove inimical to freedom of expression in 
the arts. 

The last session of the workshops closed with a con- 
sideration of multicultural centres which it was suggested 
should be established throughout the province. One par- 
ticipant, recognizing the difficulties of multiculturalism 
and its acceptance within the society at large, said that if 
ethnic groups are not prepared to fight for the already 
established fact of bilingualism and biculturalism, it 
would be impossible to establish multicultural centres. 
Put another way, if he as a Ukrainian, could demonstrate 


to the Anglo and the Franco that he accepts bilingualism 
and biculturalism to the point of working for their fullest 
realization, then he would have a basis from which to 
take up the fight for the preservation of his own culture. 
An important point stressed in relation to the multi- 


cultural centres was that the activities carried out under 
their auspices would be activities in which all ethno- 
cultural communities and all different speaking peoples 
could involve themselves with the result that they would 
act to transcend the boundaries of language. 


EDUCATION /LANGUAGE 


Moderator: Professor T. H. B. Symons 


Mr. E. Madonia 
Mrs. P. Ochitwa 
Mr. E. Chekeris 


Chairmen: 


FRIDAY P.M. 


Appreciation of Cultural Differences 
— Challenge for Education 
Relationship between Language and 
Culture 


Areas of Concern: 


The challenge posed by the current interest in multi- 
culturalism and ethnic re-identification to our present 
school system was one that most participants to these 
three workshops felt was not being adequately met, 
either in terms of up-grading curricula or sensitizing 
both teachers and administrators to the problems in- 
volved. The present educational system in Ontario, it 
was claimed, developed from the nation-state concept of 
unilingualism and cultural unanimity. While “foreigners” 
were “accepted”, they were expected to learn the mother 
tongue and in due course to be integrated through the 
language into the wider society. More recently, however, 
there has been a widespread trend towards a recognition 
of the positive values of linguistic and cultural pluralism. 
Institutional inertia, perhaps more than any continuing 
commitment to the old, unilingual and unicultural con- 
ception of society, appeared to be the main barrier im- 
peding the progress of this new trend. Participants in the 
workshops felt that accepting the fact that Ontario is 
constituted by a variety of ethnocultural groups — made 
up not of newcomers alone but also of those people who 
have been here for generations, — is the first step in 
changing the situation. 

The challenge of appreciating cultural differences 
brought into focus for the groups the need to arrive at 
an acceptable and accurate definition of what was meant 
by the term “culture”. After much discussion it was 
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generally agreed that culture does not signify that 
narrow but generally held meaning of the fine arts alone; 
it also encompasses the very broad essentials of a group’s 
life-style. And it is because culture includes this latter 
meaning that many ethnocultural groups found it diffi- 
cult to isolate, or as one participant put it, “to dis- 
entangle” language from culture. As a result cultural 
communities have three choices: become cultural mimics 
of the dominant group in society, hide in the coils of an 
exclusive and excluding ethnocentricity, or turn into 
cultural straddlers with a foot in both camps. The prob- 
lem was then re-stated so that cultural preservation 
rather than language retention became the true question 
to explore, and it was to the newcomer, to his acceptance 
of the new society and its acceptance of him, that the 
group turned for an answer. 

The often difficult process through which the new- 
comer and his children must go is eased if both can look 
for understanding from teachers and social workers. For 
the children the problems of adjustment are often more 
intense because they are exposed to both their parent’s 
and the new culture. Afraid that they might be rejected 
by their peers, they abandon the older culture to more 
readily accommodate their immediate situation, and in 
doing so often enter into unintended but direct conflict 
with their parents. It was felt that if teachers can be 
made aware of the concerns, values, and expectations of 
the newcomer, they could play an important role in 
mitigating the child/parent problem, and while the ulti- 
mate responsibility for the child’s cultural development 
devolves to the parent, the school, nevertheless, can 
provide valuable reinforcement. Cultural development is 
often hindered because of the conflict that develops 
between background and immediate environment. The 
groups were at pains to emphasize that children often 
feel that their background is irrelevant, old-fashioned, 
and better forgotten. The inferiority complex engender- 
ed by such a belief can be overcome if the children are 
given to understand that any heritage is as ‘Canadian’ 
as British or French background. 


It was generally felt that while the Ministry of Edu- 
cation has accomplished some important changes in lan- 
guage classes and cultural education, and in particular, 
the introduction, under certain circumstances, of any 
language for credit into secondary schools, there is still 
much that needs to be done. The mere teaching of 
another language, it was pointed out, is often sterile to 
the student when the learning process is not framed in 
the context of the art, history and geography through 
which the language is enlivened. Without that context 
the language ceases to be vital to the student who can 
see no relevance for it — as evidenced in the case of 
French which has often been taught by uninterested 
English-speaking teachers using textbooks which have 
illustrations from France rather than French Canada. 

While few would dispute the officially recognized fact 
of bilingualism, it was felt that to be viable in this society 
the school system should also reflect the reality of a 
multicultural province to more properly fulfil its role as 
a catalyst for change. While recognizing the primacy of 
French and English, society has at the same time to be 
aware of the existence of its minority groups and begin 
to examine secondary language instruction in the lan- 
guages of those minority groups which are relevant in 
Ontario. One participant pointed out that the problem 
of initiating serious examination within school boards is 
compounded by the seemingly overriding apathy ex- 
hibited by ethnocultural groups to the implementation 
of such courses. Very often the course of least resistance 
is pursued by people who accept the dominant language 
because they feel it is easier than fighting to protect their 
own form of culture at the public level. The question of 
whether initiative should originate from the communities 
themselves, the local school boards, or government was 
one which was given consideration but never resolved to 
everyone’s satisfaction. 

It was generally agreed, however, that when it came 
down to actually implementing proposals and recom- 
mendations, it should be done through a centralized 
authority such as the Ministry of Education. The type 
of programme the groups envisaged being instituted 
through the Ministry would include providing facilities 
for basic research into language and culture. The need 
to develop curricula geared to both retention of the 
mother tongue and the learning of a second language 
might be handled through the Ministry in addition to 
experimenting with various forms of multilingual school- 
ing. To improve liaison between teachers and students 
the Ministry of Education should provide some type of 
‘in service’ training for teachers. Such programme, it 
was suggested, might employ ‘paraprofessionals’ to work 
with teachers at both the elementary and secondary level 
in order to mediate cultural differences within the 
schools — sensitizing teachers to these differences and 
orienting students to the society. 

Textbooks written by Canadians drawing on Can- 
adian experience and background and illustrating the 
cultural and historical contributions of all groups are 
needed and the process of producing or acquiring them 
might be undertaken by O.I1.S.E. As an indication of 
one positive step which is being taken to try and estab- 
lish better liaison, the College of Education is offering 
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credit courses in cross-cultural education for teachers, 
effective September ’72. The fear that many expressed 
was simply that, were such programmes to be initiated 
by the Ministry, they would probably be restricted to 
the metropolitan areas. Past experience has indicated 
a marked regional disparity with regard to curricu- 
lum and teaching methods between rural and urban 
boards. 

Although the necessity of discussing problems of cul- 
tural differences was acknowledged, many felt that indi- 
viduals and groups became all too preoccupied in pre- 
serving their distinctive cultures as opposed to meeting 
the need of developing an identity which is distinctly 
Canadian. Creating such an identity does not involve 
abdicating one’s culture to the immediate environment 
with a view to complementing the Canadian Mosaic. 
Likewise, it was proposed, the true challenge to educa- 
tion is also one of achieving unity as opposed to frag- 
mentation, the former of which could be established 
through culture, history, and music programmes that 
reflect the Canadian Mosaic. It was suggested that if 
Canadian, and more specifically Ontarian culture, is to 
effectively incorporate multiculturalism into its develop- 
ment, an appreciation for other cultures is essential, 
along with an understanding of one’s own culture. The 
challenge to adult education is, therefore, to start with 
cultural background as security before moving outward 
to a broader spectrum of education which would include 
balancing loyalties to the ethnic group and Canada, iden- 
tifying Canada’s international role, identifying group 
values and pointing out the implications of multicultural- 
ism. The main hurdle which has to be cleared in insti- 
tuting such a programme was felt to be the creation of a 
centralized location with adequate facilities to enable 
those interested to learn. Using presently existing facili- 
ties on weekends and at night was one suggestion the 
groups came up with to allow programmes to start im- 
mediately. 

The problem of the relative importance of merely 
preserving one’s culture or of maintaining language 
along with it was often posed. Most agreed that as a 
preservant of culture, language is essential but there is a 
fine distinction to be drawn between this latter role of 
language and language employed solely as media or as a 
means of communication. Too often, anthropological 
and sociological studies are made of various cultures 
without learning their languages or probing their philo- 
sophies. Such studies, it was claimed, are not only in- 
accurate but very often damaging to the appreciation of 
a given culture. The fact that must be accepted and 
appreciated by newcomers is that both culture and lan- 
guage evolve. The culture with which a group identifies 
in Canada is different from that which exists in the 
homeland and so it is with language which develops and 
undergoes subtle metamorphoses in the process of adapt- 
ing to the demands of the new environment. These 
changes will occur along Canadian lines but the question 
to be considered is whether there should be standards 
set for such development. It is here, the groups con- 
cluded, that the educational system has a vital role to 
play and it is up to each one of us to help shape that role 
in a distinctly Canadian way. 


SATURDAY A.M. 


Areas of Concern: Language and Cultural Courses; 
Public and/or Private Responsibility 
Linguistic Policy in the 1970’s 
Relationship between Surnames and 
Success 


Although the topics suggested for Saturday morning’s 
workshops were designed to shift the emphasis and to 
open new questions for consideration, participants al- 
most invariably used these topics as an opportunity to 
elaborate on and develop what had been discussed in 
previous sessions, thus rendering their points of view 
more cohesive and fully worked. 

The issue of whether the introduction of language and 
culture courses should be a public or private responsi- 
bility was one which had been considered in previous 
discussion and participants now tackled the problem 
which many felt to be a pressing one for several com- 
munities. 

While the majority was prepared to recognize that it 
was the responsibility of all ethnocultural groups to make 
culture a vital concept as opposed to an exotic preoccu- 
pation for the few, it was indicated that any government 
assistance would be appreciated. This sentiment was ex- 
pressed in particular by one participant who maintained 
that if initiative was shown by a group attempting to gain 
support for a project, support would usually be extended. 
He cited the example of his own Society which had re- 
ceived $7,000 from the Ministry of Education, as well 
as a building from the local Board and staff help from 
the municipality to help establish a summer language 
centre. This was surely, he argued, an example of pri- 
vate initiative bolstered by public means. Although it 
was not unanimous, many stressed the point that the 
process of culture and language retention should begin 
within the community and more especially in the home. 
The retentive process within the community, it was men- 
tioned, is complicated by the fact that there is a distinc- 
tion to be made between newcomers and those who were 
native born and who therefore wanted to retain and 
maintain the positive aspects of their heritage. The 
development of a cohesive community, it was suggested, 
is initiated only when people become willing to adjust to 
one another’s needs — a process in which education must 
play a leading role. The group acknowledged the impos- 
sibility of teaching all languages in the schools but 
stressed that if preservation could begin sensibly at home 
and within the community, the child could decide later 
on what he wanted to do in terms of language and cul- 
ture courses. There was considerable discussion on these 
latter points, with the conclusion emerging that personal 
initiative was the basic requirement to support demands 
made on the educational system for courses which do 
not presently exist. However, once a community ex- 
presses the need for course and curriculum changes and 
adequate public demand is found to corroborate the 
need, it was felt that the Ministry of Education should 
be obliged to meet the demand, particularly in terms of 
textbooks and course content. 

The question of trying to define education’s role with- 
in the context of multiculturalism was a difficult one to 
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resolve and no consensus could be reached by the parti- 
cipants because the nature of that role was felt to be 
contingent on the specific needs of the individual com- 
munities. Certainly it was felt there were legitimate argu- 
ments which would warrant putting pressure on govern- 
ment to offer language and culture instruction when they 
are found to predominate in a particular community. It 
was pointed out that in some metro kindergartens the 
enrolment often includes up to 95% of ethnic origin, 
sometimes involving as high as 80% from one language 
group. In recognition of similar examples a recom- 
mendation was made that where the demand clearly 
exists languages other than French and English be 
taught and accredited from kindergarten to the end of 
secondary school. This recommendation had the support 
of three-quarters of those present at the particular work- 
shop. The argument that a child be taught in his native 
language until ready to enter regular classes was one 
which, though not unanimously endorsed, was alleged to 
be in line with the spirit of multiculturalism. It was 
better, it was suggested, that a child from the Azores be 
instructed in good Portuguese before he made the at- 
tempt to learn good English. The emphasis would thus 
be on academic advancement in one’s native tongue for 
the major part of the day, with the balance being taken 
up by English instruction. Although this sort of pro- 
gramme was felt to be advisable, it was stressed by one 
participant that the Ministry’s intent was not so much 
that another language be used, as that it should be em- 
ployed as an aid for students who have to adjust to an 
English-speaking programme. The implementation of 
such a programme might lead to the elimination of the 
unfortunate situation where numbers of immigrant chil- 
dren end up as early drop-outs or in vocational school 
simply because they experience such difficulty with Eng- 
lish. It was mentioned that from September of ’72, many 
primary schools in Toronto will have junior kinder- 
gartens whose function will be to help immigrants, under 
the auspices of the Ministry of Education which will be 
spending two million dollars for New Canadian Pro- 
grammes in the coming year. 

But despite discussion on those programmes that al- 
ready exist and those that ought to exist to assist the 
education of new Canadians, the basic question was still 
left unanswered — who is to be finally responsible? Intro- 
duction of language and culture courses was felt to be an 
immediate problem and demanding attention, but doubt 
was expressed by several participants as to whether gov- 
ernment could realistically be expected to come up with 
the money which would be required to finance the teach- 
ing in and of several languages. For this reason many felt 
that the onus for language maintenance ought to fall to 
the cultural communities themselves. The Toronto 
Board, for instance, has facilities which it can provide 
for private groups wishing to teach language and cul- 
ture. Many felt that facilities, resource material and 
personnel should be made readily available to those 
ethnic groups who want to teach English to their own 
new arrivals into Canada. 

Although on examination of the linguistic policy for 
the 1970’s encompassed much of what had already been 
discussed, there were substantial criticisms and recom- 


mendations made which many felt should be taken into 
account by government. Once again it was emphasized 
that bilingualism and multiculturalism are not antagonis- 
tic concepts and that both can be developed conjointly. 
It was as a direct result of the development of facilities 
and the improvement of the opportunities to learn 
French that the Francophone community developed an 
increasing feeling of their identity and self-respect, which 
in turn has given credence to the equivalent concerns of 
minority groups with respect to their language and cul- 
ture. Franco-Ontarians were quick to point out, how- 
ever, that their plight is still in many ways an unhappy 
one, and more remains to be done if this is to change. 
The misconception that Parisian French is innately 
better than French Canadian French is in need of cor- 
rection just as the unfavourable stereotype of the average 
French Canadian must be removed by the media that 
helped to create it. And while the Franco-Ontarians 
recognized that the expectation that everyone would be- 
come bilingual was unrealistic, they stressed that they 
should never be made to feel uncomfortable speaking 
French in Ontario. 

The type of programme and policy which would en- 
courage the future development of a multicultural 
society in Ontario should include informative studies of 
all facets of a particular culture. It was proposed once 
again that this sort of extensive study could best be 
accomplished within the schools. The type of programme 
envisaged would include such basic issues as changing 
the overworked nomenclature of Dick, Jane and Spot, to 
Ivan, Maria, and Giuseppe — and giving John Cabot his 
proper name — Giovanni Caboti. More important would 
be the changes introduced into culture-oriented classes 
and the incorporation into the literature curriculum of 
authors whose roots are not English speaking but whose 
writing nevertheless forms a legitimate contribution to 
world literature. History texts, it was felt, should be 
balanced in their content by giving adequate attention to 
the considerable contributions of ethnic groups to Cana- 
dian history. Programmes like these would not only give 
these groups a greater sense of identity with Canada but 
would, it was felt, make everyone realize that national 
heritage is a composite concept, deriving its components 
from a wealth of sources. Fear was expressed that too 
often English-speaking institutions and the government 
claim to be interested in preserving cultures, making 
token gestures of respect only to make it clear that “real” 
society has only one true cultural fountainhead. A parti- 
cipant quoted from a letter written by some teachers to 
the Ministry of Education which he claimed revealed the 
extent of prejudice directed against the teaching of third 
languages. These teachers felt that by encouraging ethnic 
groups to retain their language and culture, the develop- 
ment of a true Canadian identity was being effectively 
hindered. It was recommended that educators in parti- 
cular, and all people in general, be sensitized to the fact 
that multiculturalism is a part of our life-style, hence of 
our identity, and by accepting this, it could then be in- 
corporated into the search for a national identity. 

The examination of the relationship between surname 
and success was done by both detailed data and reports, 
and by appeal to individual experience. In a study of the 
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former type, which had been conducted to discover a 
connection, if any, between success and ethnic origin, it 
was revealed that different groups have different occupa- 
tional status. An analysis of labour force data showed 
how some groups were over-represented in certain job 
areas while others seemed to be blocked into certain sec- 
tors of the work market. There were, however, two fairly 
distinct impressions concerning the bearing a surname 
had on success. On the one hand, some participants felt 
that surname and language skills were severe drawbacks. 
Even more than name, however, looking or sounding 
different was also a drawback which could not be recti- 
fied by changing one’s name. Discrimination, it was sug- 
gested, is bred into all of us, and one example was given 
of a Hungarian child who felt his Jewish classmate’s 
name was strange while his own was perfectly normal 
and acceptable. Again it was pointed out that the root 
of the problem governing the unfair relationship between 
surname and success could be removed by educating the 
young to the contributions of ethnic groups. 

The other argument was based on the premise that 
one’s surname has only a partial bearing on the problem, 
which could be seen in superficial archetypal reactions. 
It was suggested that for those immigrants who chose 
Canada for economic reasons, personal motivation be- 
came the reflection of the personal goals, and given the 
intensity of that motivation, connections which might 
exist between surname and success disappear. One parti- 
cipant, for example, maintained that it was on this basis 
that language was often the first cultural characteristic 
to be discarded, a statement that was strongly opposed 
by many who claimed that those who discard language 
for economic advantage neither know nor care about 
their heritage. Participants urged that ethnic groups 
work for themselves to attain the maturity needed “to do 
their own thing”, creating their own opportunities and 
forging their own success. Canada, all stressed, was cer- 
tainly not going to do it for them. New citizenship en- 
titles the third element by law, though not by experience, 
to equality and success. It was felt that it was a general 
difficulty for this element to achieve the opportunity of 
making their industrial potential available. In the forma- 
tion of industrial teams those who harmonize least with 
the rest are left behind and too often, it was remarked, 
that means the person with the foreign-sounding name. 

For the newcomer, integration becomes a personal 
exercise of choosing those elements of his heritage which 
he believes should be maintained. Often, the choosing 
process is only partially done and government can facili- 
tate the choice by implementing policies that do away 
with the accompanying cultural forfeiture. To do this, 
however, government must have the co-operation, assist- 
ance and advice of the society. Thus, individuals and not 
government were felt by many participants to be re- 
sponsible for the ultimate success of multiculturalism, 
and by a working partnership between public and pri- 
vate sectors, policies could be implemented which would 
result in a truly Canadian society with a distinct cultural 
identity. When all Canadians, and in particular all Onta- 
rians, are working together, then multiculturalism will 
truly be expressed as the concept of “‘each for himself, 
government for all, and all for Canada...”. 





SATURDAY P.M. 


Areas of Concern: Canadian Content in Education 
The Role of Universities in Cultural 
Development 
The “How” and “How Much” of 
Culture in the Classroom 


The last session of the workshops brought discussion 
full circle with topics encompassing those issues which 
had been raised in previous workshops, while partici- 
pants tackled the roots of various issues within the edu- 
cational system. 

The question of Canadian content in the classroom 
brought up the ever-present issue of cultural develop- 
ment and how the educational system could best nurture 
it. Culture, it was agreed, is a dynamic force, moulding 
the lives of individuals in society while being reciprocally 
tempered by the actions of individuals. The transmission 
of culture involves teaching, its acquisition requires an 
act of learning, and through these processes a cultural 
identity emerges. Having emphasized the importance of 
the educational process the groups proceeded to analyse 
those elements of the education system necessary to 
make that identity distinctly Canadian. 

Because materials, methods, and personnel were the 
three elements that contributed most to the learning pro- 
cess, concern was expressed that these elements be 
Canadian. By this the group meant that both the methods 
and materials employed by Canadian teachers should 
reflect a Canadian approach to problem-solving, while 
offering the student the widest possible scope for devel- 
oping as a citizen of the multicultural society. Of all the 
elements, though, lack of material containing Canadian 
content was singled out by the groups as the single most 
important shortcoming. It was felt that the narrow and 
often sectarian point of view from which Canadian his- 
tory is produced provided a good illustration of their 
point. History textbooks, it was suggested, have been 
traditionally geared to the warps and biases of either 
French or English Canadians. It was pointed out by one 
participant that the Bilingualism and Biculturalism 
Commission Report recognized this bias in Canadian 
history texts and at the same time realized the impor- 
tance of history in the formation of one’s attitudes to 
both country and fellow citizens. Yet, while admitting 
that Canadian history books. had maintained and 
strengthened cultural divisions, the B & B Commission 
acknowledged that it had no intentions of suggesting 
reforms in either the teaching or writing of Canadian 
history. In conclusion they merely pointed out that be- 
cause Canadian history texts had to serve the needs of 
the two main language groups, as well as the consider- 
able number of ethnic communities, books ought to be 
written by historians whose aim was “to discern and 
state truth” and establish the facts. The interpretation of 
facts posed a more difficult task because single interpre- 
tations were unacceptable in any teaching text. If we 
have common texts, it was suggested that in addition to 
several interpretations, the express contributions of all 
ethnic groups should be included. It was suggested by 
one participant that in all historical writing, the author’s 
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biases and assumptions would be built into the book 
consciously or unconsciously; it was at this point, the 
groups believed, that teachers played an important role 
in pointing out bias and creating the type of atmosphere 
in which the student could sift through competing ana- 
lyses before reaching his own conclusions. 

Another common criticism voiced by the groups al- 
leged that too many of the texts used in Canadian schools 
are written and published in the United States — a result 
of heavy U.S. ownership in the industry, which means in 
turn that many texts being used in Canada are often 
“doctored” versions of an American original. While 
recognizing the problem, the participants did not feel 
that super-protection of Canadian publications was any 
solution since it ran the risk of falling into a militant 
parochialness which could finally prove detrimental to 
the growth of Canadian culture. One participant who 
had earlier remarked on the reluctance of several Cana- 
dian publishers to recall prejudicial texts owing to finan- 
cial consideration, reiterated that protection of the in- 
dustry would only entrench publishers in their mistakes 
and render them untouchable. 

While it was conceded that students were exposed to 
a wide variety of foreign cultures through television, 
cinema, literature and periodicals, the groups were less 
interested in measuring the extent of foreign influence 
than in injecting more Canadian content into the formal 
educational structure. It was at this juncture that the 
remaining two elements of the teaching process were 
examined. 

There were various opinions expressed by the groups 
as to whether teachers had to be Canadian to project 
Canadian outlooks. The one apprehension that most felt 
was that by employing foreign professors, teachers, and 
writers, we might well be excluding and repressing native 
Canadian talent — particularly at the university level. But 
at the lower school levels many of the participants saw 
the problem not so much as one of nationality but rather 
of teacher training — in effect, how to sensitize teachers 
to the changes that have taken place in Canadian society 
over the past twenty years. The responsibility of the 
teacher was seen as filling in gaps which existed in texts 
and to eliminate the more blatant prejudices. 

The questions which many felt needed to be asked was 
how the teacher could round out an incomplete text or 
expose bias without first having practical exposure to a 
given culture? This question opened the discussion up to 
a consideration of communities and their role in educa- 
tion. By arranging field trips into communities and ex- 
posing children to other cultures in a variety of ways, 
they would come to recognize the reality and importance 
of their own as well as other cultures, and could apply 
that knowledge when it came to reading a text which did 
not fully reflect the state of their society. 

Recommendations were made during the course of 
the workshops intended by the participants for use by 
the Ministry of Education. One of these was a recom- 
mendation that the Ministry in cooperation with the 
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education review all 
teaching materials with a view to presenting a more 
accurate picture of ethnocultural groups in Canada. The 
Indians, in particular, felt there was a very definite pre- 


judice against them in history texts currently in use in 
Ontario schools. Another recommendation suggested 
that the Ministry of Education should begin an intensive 
sensitization programme amongst communities with the 
purpose of emphasizing the multicultural nature of the 
province and the advantages of maintaining and devel- 
oping the many languages and cultures that constitute 
society. In addition, Ontario’s teacher training institu- 
tions should take steps to institute programmes which 
would prepare future teachers and those now in the 
schools to understand the multicultural reality of Cana- 
dian society that they might better serve their students’ 
educational, language and cultural needs. 

The role of universities in cultural development was 
considered to be of potential significance by most parti- 
cipants who felt that resources available in post-second- 
dary education are not being fully utilized. A very 
moving plea was made that universities establish courses 
to promote aspects of Canadian culture — and in parti- 
cular native studies. Most participants acknowledged 
that such courses were only the first step toward the end 
of providing an educational system to meet the needs of 
Indians. If the objective of the university, as one parti- 
cipant put it, is to teach truth as it is perceived at any 
given time, then it must play the role of critic and chal- 
lenger in trying to discover the facts, including the 
human ones. 

The “how” and and “how much” of culture in the 
classroom had been discussed in great detail during pre- 


vious workshops and this discussion was, more than any- 
thing else, a summation of the points made previously. 
The point was stressed that while it was not the responsi- 
bility of teachers to transmit every culture in detail, (this 
being the responsibility of parents and the community), 
various cultures should be preserved within the context 
of a Canadian society. The question of how much cul- 
ture is taught must reflect the attitude of the teachers 
and students involved, as well as the general school 
environment. 

In conclusion, many participants agreed that the 
problem facing education with respect to cultural devel- 
opment was how to create a sense of common identity 
while preserving the worthwhile culture differences and 
encouraging an essential mutual acceptance of such dif- 
ferences and a positive recognition of their values. Dis- 
cussions had progressed significantly since the first ses- 
sions when the sometimes apprehensive participants had 
wondered whether effective communications could 
actually be established. As participants explored topics 
vital to all of them and established rapport, discussion, 
although high-spirited, was extremely productive. Ac- 
cording to one man, the most important accomplishment 
of all the workshops was that people of various cultural 
backgrounds had come together and successfully raised 
and explored those issues in education which they felt 
were vital to Canada’s survival as a successful multi- 
cultural nation, and Ontario’s role in the overall success. 


HUMAN RIGHTS/MEDIA 


Moderator — Mrs. Kay Livingstone 


Chairmen: Reverend R. de Corneille 
Mr. J. Morgan 
Mr. R. Platiel 


FRIDAY P.M. 
Areas of Concern: Role of the Media and their respons- 
ibility to diverse Ethnic Groups 
Role and responsibility of Cable 
Companies and the C.B.C. in pro- 
viding ethnic programme content 
Relevance of Media to different 
regions in Ontario 


Although participants sometimes experienced difficulty 
in trying to define the media’s exact role in society, it was 
generally agreed that they have, in the past, failed in their 
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responsibilities to ethnic groups in the province. Some 
of the difficulty in arriving at a suitable definition of 
media’s role arose because different media have different 
roles, and it is dangerous to generalize. Added to this, 
some participants felt that a particular medium, T.V. for 
example, had a dual role to play and while it might 
adequately perform one, too often it was found that the 
other would be ignored. The issue of the media’s failure 
to fulfill their responsibilities to ethnic groups centred 
around the opinion that there was insensitivity to the 
particular problems which individual communities faced. 
Many participants were of the opinion that, in cases 
where a particular community was given prejudicial 
treatment in the press for instance, such treatment was a 
result of either insensitivity to the particular circum- 
stances or lack of communication between the press and 
the community. While particular workshops chose to 
centre their discussions around one particular subject, 














all the suggested topics were covered in these first ses- 
sions. It should also be mentioned at the outset that 
although participants were warned against it, the term 
‘media’ was often used in its general context, when in 
fact the participant meant either the press, radio, or T.V. 
in particular, and although attempts have been made to 
stipulate which one was meant, occasionally it was not 
entirely clear and so ‘media’ has been left in. 

The first question participants tried to answer was the 
media’s role in society. Should media act as a socializing 
agents and therefore be fair (unbiased) and uncontro- 
versial in programming and content, or should they try to 
reflect society as it is with all its biases, controversies and 
prejudices? Should their role be purely an informational 
one, or should they try to educate the public, whether that 
public be a particular segment of society or the whole? 
Although there was considerable debate on these alter- 
natives, no single answer emerged and finally it had to 
be admitted that, depending on the scope of the parti- 
cular medium, and the number of readers or audience it 
had, it was an amalgam of all these roles that the media 
should try and take on. 

As a socializing agent, radio, T.V., and the Press had 
the responsibility, participants felt, to reflect the rich and 
diverse elements of our culture in an attempt to secure 
social acceptance for all communities in Canada. So 
often one community was ignorant of another, and hesi- 
tated to accept it. If programmes and articles could be 
done on particular cultural communities, using resources 
from the community involved, and presented in a way 
which would render them interesting to other communi- 
ties, acceptance of different life styles and cultural activi- 
ties could be made easier. However, as one participant 
commented, the media reflect society and often groups 
will feel bias or prejudices being exercised against them. 
Bias, however, can take many forms. One participant 
defined it literally as a weight put into a ball to turn it 
from a straight line. While this definition might indicate 
the result of bias, it nevertheless fails to indicate the 
actual proportions bias can take on. In their discussions 
of bias and prejudice, participants gave examples of 
overt prejudice which can often be recognized and taken 
for what it is, but also of the more insidious prejudice 
which can take so many forms. A programme or report, 
it was alleged, can be given an unfair bias through in- 
cluding incorrect information or, failing to include a 
relevant piece of information. The question of whether 
sensationalism was a form of bias was handled by one 
participant who said it was if it was used at the cost of 
truth. Often, however, points are dramatized and sensa- 
tionalized to try and indicate the urgency of an issue, and 
most felt that this technique was acceptable within the 
limits of good press. The problems of trying to correct 
and prevent prejudice in the media were, participants 
admitted, numerous, because the prevention should not 
be done at the cost of freedom of expression. It was 
suggested that one way around this might be to have 
legislation as to what constituted prejudice. 

Because the C.B.C. is a publicly supported corpora- 
tion, participants felt more at liberty to voice their feel- 
ings on programme content in both radio and T.V. It 
was felt by many that the C.R.T.C. had failed in some of 
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its functions and one participant cited the case of a pro- 
gramme which a particular community felt was prejudi- 
cial, derogatory and inaccurate. Although the outrage 
felt by this community sparked public interest and sup- 
port, neither the C.R.T.C. nor the courts would take 
action to prevent the showing of the film— a deci- 
sion, the participant suggested, indicative of a decided 
lack of sensitivity and responsibility. It was generally 
agreed that since C.B.C. is publicly owned and financed, 
it should return some of the money given by ethnic 
minorities by carrying ethnocultural programmes. 
Further comments indicated that such programmes 
should be aired during so-called ‘prime-time’ hours. 
However, as one participant put it, C.B.C. has a problem 
in allocating fair and equal time for communities be- 
cause with only 21 hours of ‘prime-time’ per week, it is 
neither fair nor reasonable to expect, for instance, a 
community which comprises 5% of the population to 
have 10% of this time. 

The responsibility which all media, public or private, 
have to ethnic communities, was outlined by participants 
as meeting the challenge of presenting balance on all the 
points of view which surrounded a given subject. All 
media were criticized for not filtering down to the grass 
roots, for failing to speak for those people whose spokes- 
men are so often self-appointed. Many of the participants 
quoted examples which they felt indicated the extent to 
which prejudice was being exercised against a com- 
munity. In particular, the criticism voiced again and 
again was the fact that the only things which made news 
were the bad things which happened within a community 
or to a member of a particular community and so often 
this created an unfavourable impression of the whole 
community. Many participants admitted, however, that 
the media had come some way in their efforts to build 
better relations within the community, although much 
remained to be done, and one of these fields was in the 
area of Cable T.V. companies. 

Indicating the potential of cable companies and the 
areas in which much still had to be done, one partici- 
pant pointed out that in 1968, the new C.R.T.C. in- 
cluded in its legislation provisions for licensing and over- 
seeing programming for cable companies. This was inno- 
vative in that it was the first attempt to bring under a 
centralized body jurisdiction to deal with cable radio and 
T.V., in the hopes of developing an homogeneous broad- 
casting policy. Legislation made it a requirement for 
operators of Cable T.V. to provide local programming 
before they could obtain a licence, but although the point 
has been stressed that these local programmes should 
provide for local needs, there has not been enough done 
in this field and the original intent has still not been 
realized. Although Cable T.V. has been of great benefit 
to non-English-speaking areas, it has generally been un- 
able to respond to the greater, more sophisticated needs 
of a more inclusive audience. The problem as emphasized 
by one concerned participant was that in order for Cable 
T.V. companies to respond fully to communities, they 
should have financial and resource assistance not only 
from the community concerned, but from the particular 
branch of government which might be involved in such 
projects. A challenge was presented to those who were 


criticizing, to utilize existing access to Cable T.V. out- 
lets. The proposal was made that ethnic communities 
who wanted air time to reflect their needs apply for a 
cable licence or invest in a radio station. Criticizing the 
C.B.C., it was maintained, was fair in many cases but 
what ought to be kept in mind was that C.B.C. has to 
cater not exclusively to community needs but also to 
national ones. Because cable companies were still basic- 
ally hardware merchants and, as yet, not financially cap- 
able of getting into many journalistic aspects of broad- 
casting, it was recommended that they should use the 
government to help them supplement both material and 
personnel. The fact that the C.B.C. radio, in particular, 
has made efforts to present a mixture of representation 
from all cultures was confirmed by a participant who 
pointed to the programme ‘Identities’ as an example of 
this effort. In addition, C.B.C. radio employs resource 
people from the communities as well as free-lance 
broadcasters and writers — all of whom try to reflect 
more adequately the various aspects of Canadian life. 

Many criticisms, however, which were levelled at 
various media, it was emphasized, were valid and in- 
creased efforts should be made to rectify these. One 
suggestion was that an ethnic Secretariat be established 
to act as a Public Relations group. An illustration of the 
type of role such a group might perform was given by 
the example of the Independent Press Council which 
functions in Windsor to deal with complaints against the 
media. This group, it was suggested, might expand by 
establishing courses which would sensitize those in 
media to the various needs and aspirations of communi- 
ties. It was recommended that legislation might be intro- 
duced to give the Council back-up power. Such a Coun- 
cil, while established through local initiative, could be 
backed not to bridle media but rather to correct abuses. 
In pursuit of this goal all media could work in close 
association with such a Secretariat. The one reservation 
voiced in this regard was that if such a Press Council 
were to be established, together with the ethnic Secre- 
tariat, there was a very serious danger that freedom of 
the press would no longer be a reality. It was felt that 
one positive way to ensure more ethnic content would be 
to secure ethnic representation on the Management 
Committees and Boards of Directors for the media. An- 
other suggestion made was that multi-ownership of the 
media should be discouraged. To this end, the C.R.T.C., 
it was felt, had a key role to play in preventing cable 
companies from being absorbed by the owners of large 
press, radio and T.V. stations in the other and more 
established areas of the industry. 

The relevance of the media to different regions in 
Ontario was an issue that seemed to strike particularly 
at the heart of the concern felt by the Indian community. 
The Indian community, it was maintained, has been 
treated to unfavourable press and because attempts to 
rectify injustices in programmes and reports have so 
often been rebuffed, communications between the media 
and the community are minimal. The other problem was 
a result of the fact that programmes are too often made 
in the South and are not always meaningful or respon- 
sive to Northern needs. However, the relevance of all 
media to various areas becomes clear when one realizes 
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the potential influence the media could have on illus- 
trating the implications of developments such as the 
James Bay Power Project on the daily lives of a segment 
of the Indian community. Intelligent criticism nationally 
broadcast, could have a tremendous effect on the deci- 
sions of those involved in completing such projects. The 
media can play an important role in helping groups inte- 
grate into Canadian society. It was suggested that the 
media exercised such an influence over our lives that they 
were actually instrumental in forming our ways of living. 
This vital role could be performed by the various media 
if serious efforts were made to accept the challenge, and 
the resources available in the various communities were 
used. Participants felt that the main purposes of broad- 
casting were to inform, entertain and inspire social 
action or change, but all too often these roles were aban- 
doned for the sake of expediency. Unfortunately, as one 
participant explained, public criticism which can be in- 
strumental in producing change is controlled by the 
media with the result that self-criticism and hence self- 
regulation is very seldom practiced. 

While many criticisms were levelled at the media, par- 
ticipants admitted that changes were taking place which 
were making the press more viable in our multicultural 
society and alleviating the potential problems of fami- 
liarizing one culture with another. However, participants 
also stressed that much needs to be done both in broad- 
casting and programming, as well as in the management 
and directorship of the various media. To adequately 
meet the needs of our cultural communities with parti- 
cular reference to regional disparity, the media should 
analyse what brings about misrepresentation, stereo- 
types, images of groups, and imbalanced coverage. When 
the answers to these and related questions are provided 
the mass media should make serious efforts to ensure 
more objective and informative programmes for every 
community without endangering that precious freedom 
which is the cornerstone of all media in Canada — the 
right to free expression. 


SATURDAY A.M. 


Areas of Concern: Human Rights, Civil Liberties and 
Legal Rights for the Media and 
Cultural Groups 
Cultural Minorities and the Media 
Role of the Ethnic Press 


The discussion of human rights tends usually to centre 
around job or housing discrimination, so that their place 
in the media and the possible conflict between the rights 
of a cultural group to participate in public media and the 
media’s right to freedom raised some interesting com- 
ments from the participants. The responsibilities of the 
media to the public, and the public’s reaction to what 
they perceive as the media’s failure to assume its respon- 
sibilities were points which also raised some controver- 
sial and interesting discussion, with topics ranging from 
one demand for public ownership of the media, to a 
general discussion on the nature of multiculturalism and 
its place in the media. 

The question was posed by one participant as to 





whether a cultural group had the ‘right’ to present its 
views through the media, ‘right’ being used here to in- 
dicate the individual’s right to achieve his full potential 
as a citizen and his maximum contribution to the com- 
munity. To talk of group cultural rights is to talk from a 
different premise although the two are inevitably linked. 
It was suggested that, from a human rights perspective 
any group would have the right to air the problems which 
it had to meet in the process of integration and accul- 
turation. The other side of the coin was also presented in 
defining the rights of the media with regard to program- 
ming. Although air-waves, for instance, might be owned 
by the public, the media buys a licence (i.e. the rights) 
to use them within certain limits and, it was added, while 
the media might gain something by presenting a multi- 
cultural perspective of society, it was often a losing pro- 
position economically. This however, it was felt, did not 
produce any conflict because the trend is towards pre- 
senting more ethnic content in programming, although it 
was cautioned that a requirement to include ethnic pro- 
gramming might affect the freedom of choice of media 
content. By way of explanation, it was pointed out that 
the reason ethnic programming is not economically 
profitable had to do with its appeal to limited audiences. 
The question of whether a group could use the media to 
try and influence government policy changes and thereby 
amend circumstances in their homeland was open to 
criticism, and the general consensus seemed to indicate 
that media should not be used to gain political ends out- 
side Canada. 

Very few participants would deny that bias existed in 
the media, but the debatable issue was whether or not 
legislation could firstly be extended to include group 
complaints, and secondly, if such legislation were to be 
incorporated into the Ontario Human Rights Code, 
would it be effective? While it was felt the first point 
could certainly be effected within the existing code, in 
regard to the second point, a participant warned that it 
was money and not legislation which would ensure 
ethnic content, particularly in private media because 
above all, it was with the wishes of the sponsors that 
Management would comply. This being the case, parti- 
cipants urged several ways of exerting pressure. One 
advocated public ownership of all media, while others 
urged groups to exert political pressure on the media. 
Certainly not all were this pessimistic, and one parti- 
cipant, voicing the concern felt by many, deplored these 
extreme measures, maintaining that a respect for human 
rights was no unreasonable demand. Certainly, in view 
of both the Federal and Provincial Governments’ stated 
policy on and support for multiculturalism, it was felt 
that ethnocultural groups had a right to demand presen- 
tation of their culture in the media. It was proposed that 
the Provincial Government establish guide-lines for its 
departments and agencies so that their publications, 
films and advertisements would demonstrate the reality 
of ethnic and racial diversity. The Ontario Human 
Rights Commission could establish a mechanism for a 
continuing dialogue with private groups concerned with 
mass media advertising and the advertising firms and 
agencies could announce policies which upheld the value 
of equality of opportunity for all Canadians. One parti- 
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cipant was concerned about what exactly groups wanted 
in Canada and what rights they expected, implying that 
one answer may be that groups simply wanted to be 
recognized as different cultural entities. However, in 
reply, a participant explained that the right demanded 
was simply to be given an equal share of the opportuni- 
ties which were available to Canadians of Anglo-Saxon 
origin. 

Having discussed the rights of the media and of the 
cultural groups and the ways in which these rights had 
been, or could be abrogated, and the ways in which this 
could be prevented, the discussion then centred around 
specific problems between different media and the com- 
munities which they served. The problem in considering 
this relationship is ironical at best, because the fact is, 
the media exerts such a vital influence within the com- 
munity that it affects social conditions and, more speci- 
fically and perhaps more frightening, it is really the 
media which, for instance, elects a government. Yet, 
accepting this, the media today does not reflect the cul- 
tural reality of this province because it is still dominated, 
to a large extent, by Anglo-Saxons or Francophones. It 
was also unfortunate, one participant commented, that 
the ethnic media, and in particular newspapers, have to 
rely to a large extent for information on the English 
media, because they have neither the resources nor the 
finances to do individual research. Such devices as ‘cul- 
tural tagging’ — in crime reports in the English-speaking 
newspapers — has had a retarding effect on the social 
acceptance of many members of ethnocultural com- 
munities. The mutual sharing of cultural and intellectual 
heritages can be maintained, one participant warned, 
only as long as free and open communications exist. 
When channels of communication were narrowed or cut 
off, balkanization resulted. This was the reason, it was 
stressed, that the English press, radio and T.V. should 
make every effort to include ethnic content, not simply 
as a token gesture, but in recognition of the real contri- 
bution such content could have. Cultural rights, after all, 
one participant maintained, were rights which belonged 
together with political and social rights. The integration 
of cultural groups into Canadian society could enrich the 
whole system if that integration were handled by the 
media in a way which would contribute to and enrich the 
community. 

If, as was suggested, media has not adequately re- 
flected multiculturalism, then were some agency estab- 
lished to ensure ethnic content, it might take the form of 
a Board of representatives from the cultural communi- 
ties. Still another suggestion was that a government 
agency or branch be established to provide information 
on ethnic groups and to handle grievances on imbalanced 
media coverage. Certainly, the opinion of most was that 
there would never be any change until the mass media 
was ‘democratized’. The charge that incomplete and 
sometimes distorted pictures which ethnocultural com- 
munities got of themselves through the Anglo press, new 
structures and advisory committees should be established 
within the media which would be responsive to the 
media. Broadcasting and publication in Canadian lan- 
guages other than French and English and encompassing 
content other than that which is only of interest to these 


two communities, should be recognized, participants felt, 
as an essential part of total media services, and should be 
supported and expanded with the aid of public funds and 
resources. The fact is that no one avenue is adequate, in 
itself, to effect change, and perhaps more emphasis 
should be placed by communities on expanding the exist- 
ing media which they have — the ethnic press and cable 
T.V., as well as privately-owned radio stations. 

It was suggested that, as was the function of any 
press, the primary role of the ethnic press was to inform, 
but in particular, to serve newcomers. Originally the 
ethnic press had served only individual communities, but 
in the ’50s, the press had become involved in inter-ethnic 
information and in 1952, the Ethnic Press Association 
was formed. 

While it was the need of communities to see, use, and 
communicate in their own language via the press, a 
participant explained that these community needs have 
expanded to encompass the use of radio and T.V. for the 
relay and exchange of cultural knowledge from com- 
munity to community. Many participants voiced strong 
opposition to the use of the word ‘ethnic’ which, they felt, 
has been given derogatory overtones by the English press. 
Whatever the language, the role is the same and ideolo- 
gical tendencies should be disregarded in favour of pro- 
fessional standards. However, other participants felt 
there was a special role for the ethnic press. It should, 
above all, nourish the minds of its readers through 
stimulating and provocative editorials, for, without 
thought, language does not exist and develop. Others felt 
that the role of the ethnic press was to accentuate those 
parts of the news of particular interest to ethnic readers, 
to serve its audience and social milieu and try to establish 
for its community the best role in relation to the rest of 
society. However, having discussed some of the roles of 
an ethnic press, participants were urged to consider the 
handicaps with which it had to cope. It is certainly a 
costly proposition to run an ethnic press, and both 
personnel and resources were problems to most ethnic 
newspapers. Added to this, participants cited the federal 
postal rates as one of the main reasons for both reduced 
subscriptions and higher operating costs because an un- 
usually high proportion of ethnic papers are mailed to 
subscribers. While government advertising was suggest- 
ed as one solution, it was cautioned that the difference 
should be emphasized between government advertising 
as an advertisement of information, as opposed to aid in 
the form of direct subsidy. A participant from the Indian 
community described the format of a paper which he 
hoped could serve the very special needs of the Indian 
community. This format would represent his efforts to 
present individual Indian viewpoints and opinions on 
news — not news itself. Too often newspapers become an 
expression of the editor’s views and not the people 
actually writing. While he hoped that government funds 
would help get such a paper off the ground, the partici- 
pant hoped that the paper could subsequently function 
independently of government censorship. A number of 
participants felt that ethnic newspapers might print some 
editions, and perhaps even a separate edition in English, 
which would not only serve English-speaking members 
of the community, but people from all communities. 
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Perhaps one of the most potentially useful of all the 
media to ethnocultural communities was suggested as 
being community cable T.V. However, this medium is 
still in initial stages of development and the C.R.T.C. is 
still experiencing difficulties. Two of these difficulties 
were presented as the most pressing — one of devising a 
method of parcelling out air time to people; and the 
other of trying to educate communities and individuals 
in how to use air time effectively. Another problem was 
to try and prevent groups or agencies from presenting a 
biased picture or posing the views of one or two as the 
views of a whole community — a problem further com- 
plicated by the fact that cable T.V. tries to be ‘open’. It 
was explained that, because regulation is a difficult pro- 
cess, the Commission tries to provide a catalytic func- 
tion, rather than trying to have a policy function. Despite 
this explanation, however, participants generally felt that 
the Commission has shown little sensitivity to public 
opinion and suggested that both a new Management 
policy and a new broadcasting Act should be formulated 
to allow communities to participate more effectively. 

Participants to these workshops seemed very con- 
cerned that the image of the ethnocultural communities 
could be much improved, both in the sense of their 
potential to contribute effectively to Canadian society, 
and their position in that society, if the media would 
respond to their needs. The result of this concern was 
perhaps sometimes oversensitivity on the part of parti- 
cipants, and a lack of appreciation for some of the mea- 
sures which had undoubtedly been taken to increase 
ethnic content in programming and reporting, but there 
seemed to emerge from the workshops, a feeling among 
the participants that they should work together on their 
problems towards a better appreciation of the concerns 
felt by the communities. 


SATURDAY P.M. 


Areas of Concern: Access and Control of Media 
Access and Control of Press 


The concern felt by most participants over the question 
of access and control of the media was complicated by 
the fact that although most agreed that they did not have 
adequate access to or control of the media, there was 
considerable debate over the type of service which media 
should provide, if some measure of control could be 
secured. While some reiterated the point made in work- 
shops earlier that the media’s role was to inform and 
entertain on a broad scale, other participants felt that 
that the media’s role was to provide a forum for a group 
or groups from which to discuss certain issues or events 
and get feed-back either from one community if the 
programme was specifiically directed at one community 
or else from the general audience. Many of the problems 
and points raised in these workshops had been raised in 
previous workshops, as participants voiced their com- 
mon concerns about the media and the suggested topics 
provided them with the opportunity of bringing these 
problems together. If the tone of the discussion was 
negative, it was because the participants hoped positive 











measures would result from their recommendations and 
resolutions. 

The reason access to and control of the media and 
press was considered so vital was that, while ethno- 
cultural communities were aware of the distortions and 
prejudice in the press, they were incapable of doing any- 
thing to rectify matters. Earlier suggestions that more 
forceful means should be used to try and influence the 
media were rejected in favour of attempting to get results 
through legal avenues. A representative from the Human 
Rights Commission pointed out that the Human Rights 
Code has provision for the positive responsibility of 
promoting general understanding among cultural and 
ethnic groups in Ontario. Hearings have in fact been 
held by the Commission looking into discrimination in 
T.V. commercials and while there is no specific statute 
which prohibits this, it was emphasized that there are 
procedures to correct these wrongs. The fact that there 
was not equitable access to the media by minorities and 
that the media did a generally poor job covering ethnic 
communities and their news, did not in itself constitute a 
violation of human rights and this was the reason that 
participants, particularly representatives from communi- 
ties, were urged to take some initiative. 

In replying to the question of why disparities exist in 
gaining access to the media, one participant pointed out 
that there were numerous problems on both sides. In 
many cases, for example, the language barrier created 
communication problems, which in turn led to misunder- 
standings by both parties. It was further suggested that 
because the role and nature of the press is different in 
Canada from what it is in Europe, many ethnocultural 
groups tend to view members of the press with distrust 
or animosity. However, the major problem was that 
many groups who have valid concerns or ideas for 
articles and programmes, simply do not know how to 
make effective contact with the media. One participant 
maintained that certain media, particularly the press, 
have taken steps to try and improve channels of commu- 
nication, citing the example of one Toronto newspaper 
which had established a bureau of accuracy and fairness. 
Nevertheless, as participants were quick to point out, 
such measures, however well intentioned, had certainly 
not meant the end of discrimination. It was felt a strong 
case could be made to point out the undersensitivity of 
the media to ethnocultural groups and while it could also 
be said that these groups were probably oversensitive 
to press and media reporting, it should be kept in mind 
that these communities were in a very vulnerable posi- 
tion. The criticism was consistently repeated about the 
content of some programmes and reports but more than 
content which can sometimes be excused, it was the 
manner and context in which the items were presented 
which often did most harm. It was felt that by their 
methods of coverage and reporting the media imposed 
false or distorted values on its readers without portraying 
their individual cultural images particularly well and 
certainly the readers’ values, culture and attitudes were 
not being adequately represented. 

What then, participants asked, were the ways in which 
they could obtain full and equal access to all media? As 
a preliminary to one discussion, a representative from 
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the media warned participants that because public in- 
terest had not been generally in favour of too much 
ethnic content or cultural programming, the media had 
to give some careful consideration to majority demands. 
The problem with ethnic content raised the question of 
particularized audiences, and cultural programming rais- 
ed the problems of whether separate journals should be 
devoted to culture and the Arts in the printed media. 
However, as one participant pointed out, if both the 
media and the press attempted merely to reflect the reali- 
ties of our multicultural society, there could surely be no 
valid criticisms. It was maintained that while theoretic- 
ally as taxpayers we have control, in practice the public 
has no control and therefore no access to the media. 
Limited funds and resources in communities have pre- 
vented these communities from being able to do any- 
thing positive but now several suggestions were made as 
to how access could be gained. One of these suggestions 
was that a Citizens Media Centre be established so that 
more effective approaches could be made to all media. 
Such a centre could have a T.V. studio which could be 
used by any interested citizen and where video tapes 
could be made and distributed, with the help of govern- 
ment, to various T.V. stations. Although such a Centre 
might have some merit, there were reservations voiced 
about the proposal. These criticisms ranged from the dif- 
ficulty in securing technical expertise to the danger that 
the official media might prove to be disinterested in any 
material emerging from the Centre on the grounds that 
the Centre had its own facilities. One participant sug- 
gested that the problem lay perhaps with the actual audi- 
ence and by way of explanation quoted a figure of 90% 
as one recorded statistic of how many people watch U.S. 
T.V. How can we, he asked, talk about changing atti- 
tudes and views in T.V. broadcasting for instance, when 
only 6% are watching Canadian T.V.? The sad fact was 
that we tend to listen to stations which are commercially 
successful rather than those which seek a Canadian iden- 
tity. Perhaps, one participant suggested, we should sell 
Canadianism before worrying about other problems. Al- 
though cable T.V. had been discussed extensively in 
previous workshops, once again it was offered as being 
the one feasible avenue of access for communities. How- 
ever, aS was pointed out, cable T.V. is a relatively new 
experiment and until the communities become aware of 
the possibilities of cable and its significance, no real pro- 
gress can be made. However, the importance was stres- 
sed of setting up a mechanism to establish contact and 
control of cable and allow interested communities to be 
part of the process which decides on programming. For 
such a project to be successful it was important that 
every person develop a “participatory consciousness”. 
Stating the problems which faced public broadcasting, 
a representative from the media commented that al- 
though public broadcasting has to take into considera- 
tion the wider audience and therefore can feasibly only 
broadcast in two languages, the C.B.C. has tried and is 
trying to reflect the desire to preserve ethnic values as 
an enrichment of Canadian life and to assist third lan- 
guage broadcasting in ways which are feasible and direct- 
ed towards specific regional audiences. For instance, 
certain regions of the North need specialized broadcast- 


ing and experiments are presently being carried out in 
this area. The question was raised as to whether the 
C.B.C. might, with government resources, produce spe- 
cial ethnic programmes for general T.V. distribution. 
However, the reply made once again was that broad 
cultural interest must be the key prerequisite. It was 
pointed out that the C.B.C. and the C.R.T.C. have work- 
ed together to find means of reflecting the cultures of 
Canadian ethnic groups. Demonstrating how this experi- 
ment might even fail, one participant gave the example 
of C.B.C. policy makers in the West who decided to buy 
segments of “Sesame Street” and translate it into Cree 
for use by Cree children. This, it was felt, reflected a 
total lack of insight into the special problems of Indians. 
Participants from ethnocultural communities were quick 
to emphasize that they all recognized the official status 
of French and English but what they asked was that 
their culture and language be respected and acknowl- 
edged in some meaningful way both in the press and on 
radio and T.V., not only for the benefit of one com- 
munity but for the benefit of a whole society. Although 
legislation could not be framed to ensure or require 
broadcasting in languages other than French and Eng- 
lish, there are efforts being made to accept the reality 
of Ontario’s more than 30% ethnic make-up. If a group 
applies for a licence for a cable T.V. station and can 
demonstrate sufficient audience to gurantee adequate 
revenue from broadcasting, it can purchase the station. 
In another area, a representative of the National Film 
Board said that the N.F.B. had projects to transcribe 
films into third languages. Ontario has the O.E.C.A. 
(Ontario Educational Communication Authority) with 
U.H.F. T.V. carried by cable operators which is another 
avenue which communities could use. 

In an attempt to balance the weight of prejudice, one 
participant said that the press sometimes runs up against 
bias and prejudice felt by ethnic communities against the 
media. Refusal to co-operate leads to distorted report- 
ing and ill-feelings and a closing of any channel of com- 
munication. It was suggested that, in order to combat 
this sort of attitude, all media should have ethnic per- 
sonnel who can establish and maintain contact with the 
various communities. In addition it was suggested that in 
the event of the development of a Canadian Press Coun- 
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cil, assurances should be made that the ethnic media be 
adequately represented. 

Since most of the recommendations and resolutions 
are to be reprinted separately, it is only required to in- 
clude those which are applicable to the last workshop 
session. These were resolutions which participants hoped 
might help secure access to the media and the press. 
While not all are included, a sampling will provide the 
tone of general feelings. Participants felt that Local 
Liaison Media Committees should be established with 
representatives from all ethnocultural groups. The aims 
of these Committees would be to act as contact between 
the media and community as well as to guarantee cover- 
age of events in ethnic communities. It was suggested 
that public governing agencies such as the C.R.T.C. and 
directorships of C.B.C. and E.T.V. agencies should in- 
clude knowledgeable members of ethnocultural com- 
munities. In hiring policies, the media ought to make 
better provision for more equitable representation which 
would result in better news coverage of community 
problems. Participants strongly urged that the Ontario 
Human Rights Commission set up a permanent body to 
investigate and report on grievances in regard to the 
media which had been brought before it by various 
groups. 

The discussions during these final workshops had 
brought up many new concerns about the media’s re- 
sponsibilities to society and the ways in which members 
of that society felt these responsibilities had not been 
met. Whether access and control would solve all the 
problems is a question which begs academic speculation. 
Certainly, the very fact of multiculturalism would almost 
prevent every need from being adequately served. How- 
ever, the discussion clearly indicated the dissatisfaction 
which was felt concerning attempts which had been made 
in the past by the media. Channels of communication 
between the community and various media must be 
widened and the media is going to have to become more 
‘democratized’ before any problems can be solved. Ob- 
viously the fault lies with no one body but for effective 
changes to be made, a united effort will be needed to 
gain for Ontario a more responsive and responsible 
media network. 


GOVERNMENT 


SUNDAY A.M. 


Moderator: Mr. Ryan Paquette 


Dr. J. M. Kirschbaum 
Mr. O. Peters 
Mr. D. O’Brien 


Chairmen: 


Editor’s Note: In comparing the space allotments of this 
workshop and the four other theme areas covered in the 
report, it will be noted that the Government section is 
considerably shorter than any of its counterparts. This 
should in no way be interpreted as a comment on either 
the relative quality or quantity of discussion in the Gov- 
ernment theme area but rather as an organizational 
weakness in the overall planning of the Congress. Even 
though particular subjects germane to the other theme 
areas were discussed within the natural boundaries 
established by their concerns, Government, it was found, 
was the invisible member at all workshops to whom sug- 
gestions were made and recommendations forwarded. 
Consequently, in the Government theme area proper, 
what often occurred was a re-consideration of the same 
issues, interests, and problems as were discussed in the 
other theme areas. In the interests of brevity, the authors 
of the report have made an effort to exclude as much 
redundant material as possible and offer only those 
topics of interest unique to the Government theme, ex- 
cept where too broad an editorial pencil would conceal a 
genuine trans-theme concern. To anyone wishing access 
to the complete transcript in the Government theme, he 
may contact the Citizenship Branch of the Ministry of 
Community and Social Services wherein a permanent 
Heritage Ontario Library is housed. 


One of the key questions considered in all Government 
workshops was the response of social service agencies to 
cultural needs. Speaking generally, three alternative 
methods of making response were considered: 


1) Social service agencies could regard the immigrant as 
being a Canadian and on that basis make no provi- 
sion for special services, care, or attention; 


2) Social service agencies could cater to every need of 
the newcomer and provide total response to each 
problem that arose in any facet of the immigrant’s 
life; 

or 


3) Social service agencies could provide basic and fun- 
damental assistance to all newcomers but at the same 
time make a special effort to encourage the immi- 
grant to effectively integrate into the Canadian sys- 


tem in an independent and self-sufficient manner. 


The first suggestion met with considerable criticism 
on the grounds that it would result in an alienated and 
disorientated immigrant society incapable of functioning 
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with any degree of confidence or effectiveness in the 
new environment. 

The second alternative proved as disagreeable to most 
participants for the inverse reason. Such “total and con- 
stant,” accommodation by social service agencies would 
create a drone class, overly dependent on the social wel- 
fare system, to the point where the immigrant population 
would be in danger of losing its ethic of “self-suffi- 
ciency”. 

In coming to grips with the problems involved in 
creating a social service system which would assist with- 
out crippling the people it would serve, many of the 
groups cast critical eyes on the present social service net- 
work. Deriving from the basic criticism that both public 
and private agencies are insensitive to the needs of immi- 
grants because they fail to staff their operations with 
personnel fluent in various other languages, the following 
suggestions were articulated: 


1) Social service agencies should hire staff members of 
the same ethnocultural background as their clients. 
(When it was pointed out by a government represen- 
tative that this is already the case in most agencies 
dealing with ethnocultural communities, the speaker 
acknowledged that the problem was best seen as one 
of degree.) 


2) Volunteer social service agencies and government 
bodies should combine efforts in joint sensitization 
programmes designed to better inform present staff 
of the particular problems faced by ethnocultural 
communities. Such programmes, it was pointed out, 
should be comprised of seminars, lectures, and dis- 
cussion groups in which representatives of ethno- 
cultural communities could join with agency staff 
for the mutual resolution of shared problems and 
concerns. 


Moving from a consideration of ways to improve what 
already exists in the field of social services to a projec- 
tion of what ought to be established, it was further sug- 
gested that the Government of Ontario take immediate 
steps to encourage newcomer groups to act independent- 
ly in starting their own social service organizations. It 
was suggested that funds for such initiatives could be 
made available under the auspices of an expanded gov- 
ernment programme carried out along the lines of the 
LIP Programme or Project 500. In answer to the critic- 
ism that locally controlled projects often proved to be 
lamentably ineffective, the speaker made clear that a 
well-defined statement of criteria for fund eligibility 
could be drawn up to cover the plan, including stringent 
procedures of accountability. 

In connection with the problem of delivery of service 
the issue of communication between cultural communi- 
ties and all levels of government was raised. “Lack of 
communication,” was the main concern voiced by the 


workshops and as a key example, it was pointed out with 
a degree of resentment that not enough information re- 
garding Heritage Ontario was made available to the 
ethnic communities prior to the Congress. Apart from 
that particular criticism, the participants’ other com- 
ments covered a wide spectrum of subjects ranging from 
immigration to employment problems and the bearing 
improved government information services could have 
on them. ; 

As a general principle it was suggested that the On- 
tario government put greater emphasis on providing in- 
formation, advice and guidance to the immigrant 
population about the Canadian system not only at points 
of entry and after arrival but prior to emigration in the 
homeland of the prospective immigrant. This preventa- 
tive measure could be carried out, it was suggested, by 
overseas counsellors who could avert false expectations 
and tragic misunderstandings before they occurred. 

As for newcomers who arrive as landed immigrants it 
was recommended that the following assistance be made 
available: 


1) Government should establish a multilingual central 
agency to provide information on all aspects of the 
Canadian system, including English or French as 
Second Language programmes, housing, employ- 
ment and such basic emergency social services as 
welfare, hospitalization, workmen’s compensation, 
etc. 


2) In relation to immigrant professionals, the govern- 
ment should create a “Board of Official Standing,” 
composed of newly arrived professionals, skilled 
craftsmen, artisans and prospective employers in 
order that economic difficulties related to job finding 
could more easily be overcome. It was also suggested 
that the arbitrary requirement for “Canadian ex- 
perience”, which is often a real obstacle to gaining 
employment, could be overcome by having the gov- 
ernment pay 75% of salaries for six months to those 
employers who hire immigrant professionals. 


It was also suggested as a means of overcoming the 
information gap between Government and ethnic com- 
munities that: 


1) More individuals of ethnic background be encour- 
aged to seek elected office, thereby becoming a vital 
part of the decision-making process. 


The Ontario Civil Service Commission conscientious- 
ly strive to ensure proportional ethnic representation 
in the Civil Service in order to bridge the gap be- 
tween government and one-third of Ontario’s popu- 
lation. 


2) 


3) “Ethnic community centres,” should be established 
on a tax-exempt basis so that people could have a 
political sounding area and forum from which they 
could keep government informed of their opinions 


on any topic. 


The point was also made that interaction and ex- 
change of information should not only take place 
amongst cultural groups but also between groups and 
government. As an initial step in improving lines of com- 
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munication it was recommended that a study be under- 
taken by a special commission to determine the reasons 
government has failed in the past to respond to the needs 
of all cultural groups. When it was argued by one parti- 
cipant that government is presently doing a great deal to 
assist ethnocultural groups in all facets of integrating 
into Canadian society, the speaker insisted that govern- 
ment should stop reacting on a demand-response basis 
and anticipate the potential needs of a community well 
in advance of specific demands. As a further improve- 
ment to present government programmes designed to 
assist ethnic communities, it was recommended that 
government consider creating: 


1) An Ethnic Advisory Board representing a cross- 
section of all the cultural components in Ontario in 
order to be fully aware of all aspects of ethnocultural 
problems; 

A Ministry of Cultural and Ethnic Affairs to coor- 
dinate all programmes concerned with the extension 
and maintenance of culture; 


An Institute of Ethnic Studies, along the lines of 
O.LS.E., affiliated with an Ontario University for 
degree granting purposes which would be financed 
50% by government grants, 50% by private founda- 
tions for the purpose of initiating, guiding, and co- 
ordinating research on the ethnic and multicultural 
phenomenon in Canadian society. 


2) 


3) 


During the discussions concerned with devising ways 
and means of preserving and developing culture, con- 
siderable emphasis was placed by all groups on the 
special role the Constitution could play in this area. But 
before government amends the present Constitution, 
many participants stressed the advantages of under- 
taking a programme of sensitizing society at large to the 
concept of a Canadian unity that co-exists with, as well 
as encourages, diversity. Once such a popular, legal base 
has been established, any changes or amendments to the 
Constitution should be made to reflect the areas in which 
this country has changed. If any definition of the “Cana- 
dian Identity,” is to be included it must convey the 
notion that Canada is an independent, democratic, offi- 
cially bilingual and multicultural federal state. Some 
participants in this discussion went so far as to suggest 
that the Constitution should explicitly acknowledge the 
fact that Canadian culture is a composite or a multi- 
cultural state in which there is no single official culture. 
This argument was extended to apply to spoken lan- 
guages other than English and French be designated as 
“Canadian Languages,” eligible for teaching in the 
schools where and when a legitimate demand is found to 
exist. With particular reference to provincial jurisdiction 
and without a consensus opinion it was suggested by 
certain participants that all provinces have the right to 
decree that any language additional to English and 
French is official within its jurisdiction. 

When discussion moved into the area of cultural 
quality and equality the native peoples were singled out 
by a great number of participants as the most culturally 
disadvantaged group in the province. The comment was 
made that standard school textbooks not only fail to 
mention the vital assistance Canada’s Indians extended 


to the colonizing whites but actually present their histo- 
rical influence in a derogatory fashion. It was also felt 
that a great deal of discrimination exists against the 
Métis and non-status Indian and Eskimo when it comes 
to government financial assistance. It was argued by 
several participants, including Indian representatives, 
that the Mishinabi lag far behind the rest of the country 
in terms of social and cultural development and that as a 
consequence, substantial investment in an Indian-run, 
reserve-based industry is required in order to repair the 
vast disparities which now exist. A joint recommenda- 
tion for improvement of the situation suggested that in 
addition to up-grading the reserve educational system, 
government must act to finance more self-help, and local 
initiative programmes. 

On the question of direct government funding to 
ethnic groups for cultural development, the point was 
raised that vis-a-vis almost every other area in which 
government makes major capital expenditures, the cul- 
tural field was given very little financial support. Parti- 
cipants were careful to point out that while ethnic groups 
must and do accept much of the burden for their own 
programmes of cultural expression and retention, there 
comes a point in their development when they simply 
cannot compete with the majority culture which enjoys 
the institutional support of media giants such as C.B.C., 
the English press, and radio, etc. It was recommended 
that government take steps to guarantee equality of 
access to media and make available sufficient financial 
resources to remove the built-in disparities minority 
groups labour under in an effort to retain their heritages 
in competition with the dominant groups. 

The workshops, however, were close to evenly divided 
on whether or not government should be heavily in- 
volved in funding the cultural projects of any particular 
ethnic group. Some felt that the real problem with many 
groups was a lack of competent leadership which led to 
an ineffective distribution of funds presently available. 
One speaker suggested the use of tax deductions to en- 
courage contributions to cultural development in lieu of 
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direct grants but no clear consensus emerged on the 
appropriate financial role for government in the area 
under consideration. 

In conclusion, several of the workshops ended their 
sessions with a general discussion of the way in which 
society’s constituent groups ought to relate to one an- 
other. The majority groups, English and French, should 
be both generous and gracious to ensure the willing co- 
operation of smaller national groups in the building of 
society; the minority groups, on the other hand, should 
be aware that unreasonable insistence upon rights and 
special status out of step with the reality of Ontario’s 
make-up could become a hammer by which affection is 
beaten to death. The fundamental cause of group and 
class conflict, one participant maintained, was the pos- 
ture of superiority on the part of one group or class 
toward another. It was essential to this participant that 
minorities be encouraged to take part in the common life 
of the community, whatever customs and cultures they 
wish to preserve amongst themselves. The remark was 
made that nothing is so frustrating as forced ethnocen- 
tricity and nothing is so exhilarating as the outward 
directing of energy. In conclusion this speaker identified 
as “our essential and only purpose,” the improvement 
of the quality of life in Canada and Ontario, and the 
promotion of solidarity amongst all Canadians as they 
participate in a more and more stimulating cultural 
future. 

To the above general statement attempting to define 
the demeanor appropriate for all participating groups in 
the cultural mosaic, a recommendation was added that 
Government set out a clearly defined cultural policy, in 
view of the fact that the federal policy on multicultural- 
ism is too nebulous to be very effective. It was hoped 
that the deliberations carried on at Heritage Ontario 
would form an integral part of the process of study and 
response necessary on the part of Government before a 
just and equitable cultural policy for Ontario could be 
established. 
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The highlight and the final session of the Congress saw 
the participants gather to attend an open discussion on 
the proceedings and deliberations of the past two days. 

Mr. Fred Davis, a well-known Canadian actor, musi- 
cian and television personality acted as the Moderator 
of the Town Meeting. 

The session commenced with reports by the five 
Theme Moderators who presented summarized high- 
lights of discussion within their workshops and their 
Theme Plenaries, to inform every participant of topics 
and opinions covered in all theme areas. 


Theme A: Citizenship — Dr. Rudolf Helling 


“During the French Revolution, a mob roaming through 
the streets of Paris saw a well-known reactionary. When 
they saw him they yelled, ‘“‘String him up on the lantern.” 
He replied quickly, “It doesn’t matter, the lantern will 
not shine more brightly afterwards.” The group laughed 
and the man escaped with his life.” 

In a way, my situation this afternoon is very similar 
to that man mentioned in the above story. I will be hung 
if I say certain things and I will be hung if I don’t, be- 
cause in the general field of citizenship we have reached 
a point of no return. We are at the crossroads where 
significant interests intersect. The value of Heritage 
Ontario is that the meeting is simultaneously an end and 
a beginning. This important Congress signifies the end of 
symbolic representation. Symbolic representation means 
that people are recognized but not given any actual in- 
fluences upon the affairs of the day. Bilingualism and 
biculturalism are examples of symbolic expressions. 
They have no further meaning but to express the dualism 
within our nation. However, our nation is composed of 
many groups and instead of a bicultural society there is 
multiculturalism. Instead of symbolic representation we 
have to raise now the question of the real meaning of 
citizenship. Now the work starts in getting the various 
cultural groups integrated into the Canadian Mosaic. 

In our discussions and workshops there was surprising 
agreement on the acceptance of bilingualism that this 
country and province have two official languages. This 
acceptance was expressed in positive terms. We who 
come from many lands and different cultures should not 
forget that we can only communicate because we have 
ourselves acquired another language — English or French. 
The general recognition that French language rights 
should be firmly established in this province was one of 
the points of agreement in the workshop. However, there 
was also the plea of the members of the third group that 
wherever regional concentrations warrant the use of a 
third language, that this third language receive special 
recognition on a local basis. The linguistic heritage of 
other groups is as precious as the one of the two major 
tongues. 


The workshops discussed the problems of cultural 
nationalism. To some, cultural nationalism is a defence 
mechanism, the stacking up of boundaries against the 
influences of the United States, but most emphasized the 
positive aspects of Canadian identity such as the lin- 
guistic diversity, multiple patterns of culture and unique 
social experiences. By taking pride in our diversity we 
recognize the true equality of all Canadians, be they 
Canadians by birth or by choice. This true equality im- 
plies that all Canadians should participate in the political 
life of the country, should vote and be elected on the 
basis of merit and not on the basis of ethnic propor- 
tionalism. 

The second level of real participation lies in the 
economic sector. The members of the workshops were 
concerned about the various limitations which for ex- 
ample, groups of professionals, labour unions or guilds 
have established areas of control closing themselves 
against any outsider or newcomer. It is recommended 
that these boundaries be supervised by the government 
in such a way that only true professional qualifications 
rather than economic self-interest are the guiding 
principles. 

The deliberations of the three workshops were con- 
ducted independently, yet many of the recommendations 
overlapped and some were identical. The specific recom- 
mendations were too numerous to be mentioned, but at 
the same time however, they have been tabled for the 
record. Instead I tried to summarize the various sets of 
recommendations which emerged from the three work- 
shops: 


There was a recommendation to establish a ministry 
or provincial Department of Multiculturalism to 
deal with the various needs and problems of our 
pluralistic society. 


There was a recommendation about the use of 
school facilities — schools should become com- 
munity institutions serving all groups and financial 
aid should be given to cultural groups to be able 
to use these facilities after hours. 


There were recommendations about the establish- 
ment of regional multicultural centres to serve as 
links between the various cultural groups and the 
general society. 


There was a recommendation that the government 
support language and cultural development for all 
groups who wish to avail themselves of this oppor- 
tunity. 


This land of ours is a land of freedom and cultural 
expressions. Some persons assimilate rapidly, others 
maintain their cultural identity for long periods of time. 
There is a spectrum of activities ranging from language 


instruction to ethnic festivals. Government support 
should be granted to those groups who cannot help 
themselves. 


There was a recommendation about better liaison 
between the elected representatives and their con- 
stituents. The elected representatives should again 
be reminded that they serve all members living 
within their boundaries, not only specific interest 
groups. The same can be said about the Civil Ser- 
vice — that the members should serve all peoples of 
Ontario and that the composition should reflect the 
diversity of the population of the province. 


Recognizing the significance of this Conference, it is 
recommended that Heritage Ontario be re-convened at 
certain intervals, such as every three years, in order to 
continuously evaluate the progress in the field of inter- 
group relations. The proceedings of this Conference 
should be as widely disseminated as possible, so that all 
people in Ontario become aware of the important work 
which has been done during the last few days. 

Ladies and gentlemen, you came here because you are 
the opinion leaders in your cultural communities and in 
your groups. It will be your function to interpret, define 
or attack the various opinions and policies which have 
been presented to you. You are asked to disseminate the 
knowledge about the policies and recommendations. 
Only in this way can we obtain a broad basis for parti- 
cipation. All citizens of this province should be informed 
about their responsibilities as citizens, about their rights 
and freedom to maintain and retain their own and their 
groups’ cultural identity. 

In our discussions, there was special concern about 
the native people of our province, who in many ways 
represent a forgotten people. They should be recognized 
in historical, geographical and other studies by Canadian 
writers. Their contributions to our way of life, as well as 
their rich cultural heritage should be fully recognized. 

Coming together in Toronto is not enough. Toronto 
as the hub of the Golden Horseshoe, is well represented 
within the province. There should be greater emphasis 
on regional meetings and workshops throughout the pro- 
vince, away from the main centres of communications. 
There was a request that greater emphasis be placed on 
Canadian content in our text books and in our teaching. 
We Canadians know a great deal about the contributions 
of others. We are somewhat ignorant about our writers 
and creative people. There should be greater emphasis 
by the Province of Ontario to stress Canadian cultures 
and text books. 

These and many other recommendations have come 
to us from the workshops. Most recommendations are 
positive in their approach and show a way to do things 
rather than condemning. All recommendations should 
become an integral part of the recordings of this Con- 
ference. Recommendations are not policies. It depends 
on you to see that they become reality. There was also 
the feeling established this morning that we are respon- 
sible to tell the government, the elected representatives 
and the people of Ontario about the accomplishments of 
our groups, so that all become aware of the true meaning 
of unity and diversity, and that all, whether native born 


50 


or nationalized Canadians are integral and constituent 
parts of this wonderful province of ours. 


Theme B: Culture — Mrs. Mary Louise Clements 


I will attempt to highlight briefly for you the issues that 
emerged from our culture theme workshop: 


1. There is a need for more information on the support 
which is available for cultural expression in our pro- 
vince and on how we gain access to it. Lack of com- 
munication seemed to be a factor here and many 
people would appear to be unaware of what services 
exist and how one goes about enlisting such services. 
We are told, for example, that the Ministry of Com- 
munity and Social Services wishes to be made aware 
of our needs and aspirations and is willing to assist 
us. Some of us were unaware that this service even 
existed; 


2. There is a need for a cultural policy to more clearly 
define the distinction between fine arts and popular 
arts and to make people more aware of the adminis- 
tration and funding of both. There would appear to 
be a great deal of confusion in this area which has led 
to frustration in the past. There are different ad- 
ministrative and funding bodies for both and an 
effort should be made to clarify this; 


3. There is a need for government support for cultural 
expression in our province. Although many people 
felt this, it was also suggested that the impetus must 
come from the groups themselves and that such 
groups should have community support before 
coming to the government for assistance. It was felt 
that there should be equitable support for all groups 
and especially in rural areas and in smaller com- 
munities; 

4. To achieve a multicultural society we must begin 
with ourselves. It is everyone’s responsibility to 
bridge gaps. Our younger delegates have indicated 
strongly that they already feel part of a multicultural 
society and expressed this morning a keen disap- 
pointment that the older participants had not at- 
tended, or if they did attend, did not really listen to 
what the young people were saying in their perform- 
ance last evening. We must not overlook the cultural 
resources inherent in all elements of the community, 
especially the contributions of our senior citizens; 


5. It was resolved unanimously that there be a forma- 
tion of a participatory government authority of Cul- 
tural Affairs to deal with cultural communities and 
their needs, to the satisfaction of those cultural com- 
munities and those respective umbrella agencies re- 
lated to their work; 


6. Financial support is not the only answer to the prob- 
lem of furthering cultural expressions as there is a 
need to develop a community spirit as well. It was 
strongly felt that although we need assistance from 
the government and the media, the initiative must 
come from the communities themselves. It is interest- 
ing to note also that while preserving what is best 


from our past, it was suggested that such preservation 
must be compatible with the here and the now; 


7. Recognizing that there are three early distinct cul- 
tural patterns and traditions — the English speaking, 
the French and the Indian, a concept of multicultural- 
ism must follow from this premise. The feeling ap- 
peared to be that we must understand the three early 
heritages of our province as well as the heritages of 
others as reflected in our communities; 


8. One of our participants suggested that “in view that 
in many families there exists value conflicts leading 
to the generation gap phenomenon, and since such a 
phenomenon is a destructive one endangering our 
society, and since the value conflict results from the 
lack of objective knowledge dealing with ethnocul- 
tural values and life-styles, it is recommended that an 
Institute be established to guide research, guide stu- 
dies into the cultural values and life-styles of all 
ethnocultural groups inhabiting our province. This 
Institute should be attached to one of the Ontario 
universities for a degree-granting purpose.”; and 


9. There is a need for more interaction between cultural 
groups within our province. This suggestion came up 
time after time in our workshops. Over and over we 
heard that there should be more communication and 
more sharing among cultural groups, within cultural 
groups, between these groups and the media and 
between groups and the supportive services. This 
interaction can be achieved through involvement in 
the performing arts, voluntary associations, religious 
institutions and even sporting events. This interaction 
must be horizontal in nature too, not just vertical. 
Some cultures are not really understood and we must 
reach out and help to bridge this gap and not wait 
for government to do so. As one participant described 
it “‘we are all Ontarians, we need each other — let’s 
build bridges, not walls.” 


Theme C: Education/ Language — Professor 
T. H. B. Symons 


It is, as you will appreciate, a difficult task to report 
fairly, in a few minutes, on the extensive discussions 
which have taken place over the past three days in the 
sessions of the Education/Language theme of this Con- 
gress. 

These discussions were often lively, and a great many 
people participated. In fact, well over 200 people parti- 
cipated, personally and directly, in the discussions in the 
three workshops, and then in the plenary session, of the 
Education/Language theme. 

Dozens of specific and substantial points were raised, 
and literally hundreds of suggestions were made in this 
process. All of these have been carefully noted — with 
the gist of the comments made about them — and they 
will, I hope, be helpful in the future to the Province as it 
reviews policies to maintain its heritage and to develop 
it further. 

In the limited time now available, perhaps the best I 
can do is to indicate the nature and scope of these sug- 
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gestions, by mentioning a few which seemed to arouse 
particular interest and — often — support. 

Amongst the topics examined in the theme workshops 
were: 


— the challenge which multiculturalism presents to the 
education system; 

— the relationship between language and culture; 

— should language and cultural courses be a public 
or a private responsibility? 

— the terms of an appropriate linguistic policy for the 
1970s; 

— Canadian content in education; 

— the role of the university in cultural development; 

— and, the ‘how’ and ‘how much’ of culture in the 
classroom. 


A broad consensus seemed to emerge on these points: 
1. The educational system must recognize, to a substan- 
tially greater degree than it now does, the multicultural 
character of this province. This, in turn, led to recom- 
mendations that: 


2. There should be a significant expansion of the oppor- 
tunities for interested students to take courses pertaining 
to the language and culture of many of the cultural 
groups who have made their home in Ontario. 

There was not, however, unanimity on whether, or to 
what extent, this should be a public or private responsi- 
bility. But one suggestion that seemed to command 
strong support was that school buildings and their facili- 
ties should be made available, freely or on generous 
terms, after the regular school hours and on weekends, 
as a place for such courses to be given, if a cultural 
group in the community concerned is interested enough 
to organize them. 

It was noted, too, how particularly important it is that 
these and other arrangements be made to assist families 
and children of minority cultural groups in the rural 
areas where all the problems of minority groups are 
often rendered still more acute and difficult of solution. 
3. A specific concern expressed, with feeling, is the fact 
that the children of immigrants coming into schools from 
another language background are under a severe handi- 
cap. This may result in the student losing a year or more 
of school — leading in some cases to failure or dropout. 

It was suggested that children coming to Canada, who 
were not yet familiar with either English or French, 
should have an opportunity to learn in their own original 
language for a period of time until they have become 
sufficiently fluent in one or other of our official languages 
to enter the mainstream of the regular classrooms. 

4. Questions relating to school textbooks received a lot 
of attention. 

It is clear, I think, from all our discussions that people 
feel strongly that it is time for a complete review of the 
province’s policy on textbooks in terms of the bilingual 
and multicultural nature of Ontario — for many of the 
texts now in use to be abandoned on the grounds that 
they are no longer appropriate (if they ever were! ), and 
for a full-scale revision of a great many of the other text- 
books which are currently in use. 

It was felt that the textbooks in use in our schools 
should reflect the very rich and diverse multicultural 


character of our society. For example, in the names 
used, we have perhaps had a surfeit of Dick, Jane and 
Spot and should try a bit of Yvonne, Ivan or Guiseppe. 
Similarly, in regard to historical facts and references, it 
may, for example, be time to acknowledge in our text- 
books that it was Giovanni Caboto, and not John Cabot, 
who discovered this country. 

In the same vein, it was felt that we should seek a 
better balance in the general literature and in the back- 
ground of the authors that are turned to in school 
courses in literature. Shakespeare is fine, but one can 
perhaps get too much of even a good thing — particularly 
if it excludes some of the other great authors, whose 
writings have contributed to the wealth of human litera- 
ture, in some of the other linguistic cultures that are a 
part of our society. 


5. There was strong feeling that teacher education 
should be broadened so as to prepare teachers for the 
multilingual and multicultural classes which they may 
now often encounter in many parts of Ontario. This 
means that, as a part of their training, teachers should be 
familiarized with the background, traditions, and lan- 
guage of their students in situations in which the school 
has significant numbers of students whose original lan- 
guage is other than English or French, in order that they 
can understand their students better and be of the great- 
est possible help to them. This would involve changes in 
the curriculum of teachers colleges and colleges of edu- 
cation, and also providing for in-service training in 
situations where a teacher receives an appointment to 
the staff of a school with students from cultural back- 
grounds different from his or her own. 


6. This approach should also involve a full and careful 
review of the curriculum to ensure that it reflects, both in 
the subjects taught and in the way in which they are 
taught, the diverse culture and history of our country. 


7. It was proposed that the role of the community col- 
leges might be expanded in order that they could provide 
courses in language and culture, at an effective working 
level, as a part of their service to the communities in 
which they are located. 


8. It was proposed that universities should examine 
their programmes and policies to see in what ways they 
might be of greater and more immediate service to the 
needs of the cultural communities of the province. 


9. In the face of so many suggestions, and so many 
problems and needs, a feeling was expressed by many 
participants that a Commission should now be establish- 
ed to study appropriate ways and means of reflecting this 
multicultural heritage in the schools and in the whole 
educational system of our province. 

Arising from this might be a proposal to establish a 
Council or Committee, representative of Ontario’s 
diverse cultural heritage, to advise the government on 
such matters on a continuing basis. 


10. In the midst of all this supportive concern for multi- 
culturalism, I want to stress that there was virtually 
unanimous and sympathetic support for the fact that the 
French language occupies, with English, an official posi- 
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tion in this province and an agreement that it was right 
that this should be recognized in our school system and 
in other ways. 

It was urged that the province should press forward 
towards its objective of an equality of treatment and of 
opportunity for Anglophone and Francophone children 
in the school system of Ontario. 


11. In all of the three workshops, a very thoughtful con- 
cern was expressed about the circumstances of the In- 
dians, in terms of both language and education. Indian 
and non-Indian spoke of the special and distinct prob- 
lems which the Native People face in finding their right- 
ful place within a multicultural society. 

It was clearly agreed that every measure possible in 
the field of education and language should be taken, and 
taken as promptly as possible, to improve the oppor- 
tunities and the prospects of the Indian people. It was 
also agreed, however, that representatives of the Indian 
people themselves must be allowed to take the lead in 
working out specific proposals for the government’s 
consideration. 


12. Finally, there was strong agreement that this Con- 
gress was of real value in providing an opportunity for 
people of diverse backgrounds to express their concerns, 
exchange information, and identify areas of common in- 
terest. The Congress was welcomed as a significant step 
in the opening of an important new dialogue between 
the government and the people of this province on the 
subject of Ontario’s multicultural heritage. Many people 
clearly hope and trust that this dialogue will be con- 
tinued. 

No gathering of this nature and upon this scale has 
ever before been undertaken in Ontario, or, indeed, in 
Canada. It may well prove to be a landmark event in the 
process of extensive and open public discussion which 
will be required if people are to have an opportunity to 
think through a concept on multiculturalism which may 
be appropriate to Ontario. 

These are only a sampling of some of the main points 
raised, Mr. Chairman, but perhaps they may serve to 
indicate the scope and nature of our discussions. 

Thank you. 


Theme D: Human Rights/The Media — Mrs. Kay 
Livingstone 

In summing up the input of the discussion groups which 
dealt with the role of the media and the responsibility to 
the diverse ethnic groups, the focus was on the frustra- 
tion of the inaccessibility to the media by the ethnic and 
minority groups. The focus was put onto three particular 
areas: the publicly-owned institution, the CBC, Cable 
TV, and the popular press. 

The CBC is a public-owned and supported institution 
and it came under a great deal of critical examination. 
Whereas the CBC is a national body and it should be a 
binding factor for the many groups, to the contrary, it 
was found that in programming it often has an adverse 
effect. It was found that the CBC allows special inter- 
viewing programmes to be aired which show prejudice 
and does not allow any alternative ways by which to 


dispute this prejudice. It was found that the CBC has an 
insensitive nature to ethnic groups and reflects a very 
narrow approach. For instance, there was a programme 
about the native people to which they had objected, but 
the CBC still continued with that programme. When 
their programmes are slanted towards a particular ethnic 
group, the CBC does not consult that particular group, 
and therefore, the information is of a misinformed na- 
ture. CBC programmes continue to project stereotypes 
and show ethnic and cultural films in a poor light. His- 
torical contributions made by ethnic groups are often 
ignored. The CBC should be an educational tool and 
provide better channels of communications by teaching 
us about each other. In reporting the views, extreme 
cases should not be taken because that leads to sensa- 
tionalization and polarization. 

Cable TV must also be examined. This instrument is 
a means whereby ethnocultural groups should be able to 
air their programmes. Groups expressed concern that 
programmes have been rejected so that this is not neces- 
sarily a way by which the groups may effectively reach 
the public at large. Protest letters should be sent to 
CRTC to rectify the problem. 

Concern was also expressed for the way the press 
handles news items pertaining to the ethnocultural 
groups. 

The word “ethnic” came under review and the conno- 
tation that the word brought up when one was speaking 
of “ethnic” groups other than the English and the 
French. A consensus was reached that most participants 
want to be called Canadians, recognized for the skills, 
ideas and the input that goes into the Canadian content. 

A need was expressed for a Liaison Committee to 
work with the media and represent all ethnic groups. 
The public institutions should include knowledgeable 
persons on their committees. j 

It was found during the Congress that grievances were 
aired and it was discovered that problems were not 
unique but related to many groups. If grievances were 
stated loudly and often, then the government, the CBC, 
the media would have to take notice. 

Many persons who were from non-minority groups, 
i.e. English and French, experienced in some of the ses- 
sions that they were a minority. The Congress served as 
a sensitizing process and led to a greater appreciation of 
the problems of other groups and to the realization that 
we must proceed with a sense of dignity and awareness 
of one another. 


Theme E: Government — Ryan Paquette 


In the workshops and at the plenary session on the theme 
of Government, we were able to take note, in a very 
special way, of the constructive nature of the debates 
and also, and which was very encouraging to see, of the 
participation of the Ontario youth. However, there 
seems to be a general fear expressed by some that all 
this may just be futile verbiage. I would like to deny this 
immediately; our workshops have asked us to please 
assure the Congress participants that this is indeed a 
serious matter, that Heritage Ontario is a serious con- 
cern and that several recommendations and resolutions 


53 


have been submitted, and received by the moderators to 
be subsequently placed before the qualified authorities 
for action. And in order to render this desire more con- 
crete, I have been requested to mention one of these in 
particular, that is, that the Provincial Government of 
Ontario publish the recommendations, resolutions and 
suggestions of the entire Congress according to the pro- 
positions of the five categories of workshops and those 
contained in the briefs submitted to the Secretariat of 
Heritage Ontario Congress before or during this Con- 
gress. In addition, that the above publications be sent to 
all Congress participants, and to the media. 

Let us next, individually, review the proposition men- 
tioned and reply to this resolution by a report, specifying 
how the Provincial Government proposes implementing 
the recommendations submitted within the framework 
of this Congress, and this during the four weeks pre- 
ceding the fall session. That finally, individually, and 
within the six months following this Congress, an answer 
be sent to the authors of each brief submitted to the 
Congress and in which the Provincial Government of 
Ontario shall state the decisions which have been made 
according to the recommendations. By accepting this 
resolution, the Provincial Government of Ontario shall 
reinforce, in the eyes of the population of Ontario, the 
bilingual and multicultural policy which is the basis of 
the Heritage Ontario Congress. It was also suggested 
during our workshops and plenary session that: 


1) the government legislate to repair the wrongs and in- 
justices done to the Eskimos, Indian and Metis 
population. 


2) that the Government of Ontario elaborate a policy 
based on the principle of a multicultural society 
which is being developed within the framework of 
the two official languages, English and French, the 
existing reality of which is summed up by a complete 
network of institutions and community expressions 
necessary for full proliferation of these two lan- 
guages. 

3) that the cultural communities of Ontario be invited 
by the Government to form an advisory committee 
to inform the Prime Minister of Ontario about the 
policies concerning them. (This recommendation 
was frequently expressed and represents the desire 
of almost all the Congress members who attended 
the workshop sessions). 


4) that the Government also increase reception services 
for immigrants in order to facilitate the latter’s parti- 


cipation in Canadian life. 


5) that the cultural groups forming the Canadian 
mosaic be adequately represented in the Federal and 
Ontario Civil Service. (As I said yesterday, during 
our short brief, there are complaints that it seems 
almost impossible for certain groups to become in- 
tegrated in both the Federal and Provincial Civil 


Services). 


that the government increase its assistance to cul- 
tural groups and that the communities increase their 
contribution, this being done here and there, in a 
spirit of co-operation based on true interaction. 


6) 


We accept straight away the Government contribu- 
tion. We acknowledge the necessity of community parti- 
cipaton, but it is absolutely essential that the element of 
interaction be added to it here and there. 

Another rather interesting suggestion which came to 
us was that the Federal Department of Taxation and 
Revenue recognize the right of cultural groups to receive 
tax-exempt funds. Also, that the Ontario Department of 
Education see that the public school curriculum reflect 
the cultural composition of the Province. That the CBC 
also reflects the true cultural composition of Canada, 
without prejudice by means of omission or action, re- 
gardless of cultural groups. And finally, and I say 
finally, not in the sense that this is all that was discussed, 
because after all we have been here for two days, that 
another Heritage Ontario Congress be held to analyse 
what has since been implemented as a result of the 
Congress. 

These are very briefly some ideas which emanated 
from our workshops and this morning’s plenary session. 
It is not my intent that this summary of the Congress be 
a pretentious one, in the sense that it be considered a 
complete and total presentation of what has been said. 
In my opinion, and in that of my chairman, my summary 
is rather the essence of the main points which were 
discussed. 

Thank you. 


DISCUSSION 


The meeting was then opened to questions and com- 
ments from the floor with the moderator explaining 
voting procedures: 


It was generally agreed that any voting taking place 
would not constitute a decision-making process in par- 
liamentary tradition but rather would be regarded as an 
indication of majority opinion. 


The following comments and concerns were expressed: 


1. Acoalition of younger delegates requested an assur- 
ance from the Provincial Government that a pre- 
liminary policy statement be issued shortly after the 
Congress, followed at a later date by a definite 
policy platform, on the question of multiculturalism. 


2. It was suggested that many participants misunder- 
stood the term “multiculturalism”. Generally it was 
felt that official recognition of two cultures meant 
the exclusion of other cultural groups. An attempt 
should be made to clarify the fact that biculturalism 
does not preclude multiculturalism but that any con- 
cept of multiculturalism must be developed within 
the bicultural framework. 


3. It was recommended that the Provincial Govern- 
ment should guide and assist the Ontario Metis and 
non-Status Indian Association in its operation. The 
following resolution was put before the Congress by 
this Association: 


“Believing in the good intentions of the Provincial 
Government of Ontario in calling the Heritage 
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Ontario Congress and understanding that by this 
gesture, the Provincial Government of Ontario has 
committed itself to immediate action on the basis of 
the views aired and the recommendations presented 
here, the undersigned participants of this Congress 
feel it is imperative that the Provincial Government 
of Ontario: 


a) publish recommendations, resolutions and sug- 
gestions in toto proposed by the five theme 
workshops, as well as those contained in the 
briefs presented to the Heritage Ontario Secre- 
tariat prior to or during the Heritage Ontario 
Congress; 


b) send the above publication to all participants of 
the Congress and mass media; 


c) review individually all the aforementioned pro- 
posals described in section (a), 


and 


d) reply to this resolution and account for the deci- 
sion made per each recommendation presented 
at the Congress with a report outlining how the 
provincial government proposes to act upon 
the recommendations presented at this Congress 
within four weeks of the beginning of the Fall 
session,” 


. A qualified Citizens’ Committee should be formed 


to assist the organizers of Heritage Ontario in the 
review and implementation of the recommendations 
presented at the Congress. This Citizens’ Committee 
should be chosen as soon as possible upon the 
recommendation of the Advisory Committee. 


. Preventative steps should be taken by the Govern- 


ment of Ontario to avert the possibility of racial 
violence that might arise within “ghettoized” com- 
munities. 


. The Government of Ontario should formulate speci- 


fic polices from the following umbrella proposals: 
“The Congress recognizes that multiculturalism of 
ethnocultural community pluralism is the nature of 
Ontario’s society today and a part of our common 
heritage. Therefore, the Government of Ontario 
must establish policies and programmes to ensure 
equality and continuing growth of all ethnocultural 
communities which desire to exercise their right of 
survival and cultural linguistic development in 
Ontario.” 


. The discrimination that exists in the media should 


be curtailed and a Press Council established to regu- 
late any existing biases. The Ontario Government 
should be a mediating and influencing factor in con- 
trolling the media and their activities. 


. The practice of the news media of attaching nation- 


ality labels to names of individuals who are re- 
portedly involved with any form of crime should be 
condemned. 


. There should be greater recognition and apprecia- 


tion of the difference in value systems and philoso- 
phies of life that exist between the Asian-Canadian 


community and the European-Canadian com- 
munity 


10. The Toronto media should have a weekly ethnic 
calendar so that each ethnic group could become 


aware of events taking place in other cultural groups. 


11. The government should conduct a research project 
to ascertain why large numbers of immigrants, when 


eligible for Canadion citizenship, fail to apply. 


12. Government should establish a body, agency, or 
ministry to deal with cultural development. Such a 
ministry should ideally be as free as possible from 
normal problems of administration in an attempt to 
keep the channels of communication between the 
public and government as open as possible in this 
human-oriented jurisdiction. 


The above discussions were followed by an address by 
the Honourable Robert Welch, Provincial Secretary for 
Social Development, Government of Ontario. 


ADDRESS 


The Honourable Robert Welch, 
Provincial Secretary for Social Development 


Cultural Development: Life and Legacy 


In beginning my remarks this afternoon, I would like 
first and foremost to pay tribute to the countless indivi- 
duals and groups who have contributed to the success of 
this Heritage Ontario Congress. The planning and 
organizing of this Congress have taken place over many 
months, and preparations for the events of the last three 
days have involved literally hundreds of people both in- 
side and outside government throughout the province. 

The turn-out and enthusiasm of participants and ob- 
servers has been tremendously encouraging to all of us 
who take seriously the concept of cultural pluralism as a 
fact of life in Ontario, and I would like to extend to all 
of you my personal congratulations for your contribu- 
tions to this outstanding event. 

It is very difficult at the close of this Congress not to 
make reference to subjects already covered during the 
past three days. Within our individual workshops and 
plenary sessions, we have had an opportunity to discuss 
a great number of issues, and have exchanged many 
points of view about our cultural identity. 

I would like to acknowledge, in this connection, the 
great care that has been taken to make a complete 
record of the proceedings of this Congress. All of the 
views expressed in the workshops and sessions, along 
with the individual briefs submitted to the Congress, are 
now a matter of record, and when fully transcribed, will 
undoubtedly fill many volumes. So that the essence of 
our discussions can be better appreciated and under- 
stood by as many people as possible, it is intended that 
all of these proceedings be carefully distilled and pub- 
lished in both of our official languages. The report of the 
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Congress will then be distributed to all participants, and 
be made available to the general public for considera- 
tion. 

I would also like to say how pleased my colleagues 
and I in the Social Development Field — along with so 
many senior civil servants — have been to join with you 
in receiving first-hand your feelings and views on so 
many subjects of mutual concern. Together, the reports 
and broadened perceptions resulting from this Congress 
cannot help but have significance in the general evolution 
of government policy in Ontario. No one could listen to 
the discussion of this afternoon’s town-hall meeting with- 
out sensing the concern clearly expressed by so many of 
you, which could be summed up in the simple question: 
“Where do we go from here?” I share with you this 
concern, and have confidence that the insights gained 
through our discussions will assist us in the development 
and elaboration of future policy. 

Although there are many themes which have emerged 
from this Congress in addition to the question of follow- 
up, there are two in particular to which I would like to 
make brief reference. The first of these relates to the 
unique position in which the native peoples of Canada 
presently find themselves. As a former Minister of 
Citizenship responsible for Ontario’s Indian programs, I 
find it most encouraging to see the tremendous consensus 
of opinion in all workshops that we in our society have a 
very particular and pressing responsibility to the native 
peoples of Canada. This consensus becomes even more 
significant when we think ahead to the challenge of 
developing future public attitudes and social programs. 

The second theme Id like to mention is equally wide- 
ranging. This is the special importance that has been 
attached by all groups and individuals at this Congress 
to the idea of individual freedom. Whether in the opening 
remarks of the Congress Chairman, the Friday evening 
address by our Premier, or conversations overheard in 
the halls, we can all find evidence for an over-riding 
concern that we be able to exercise the greatest freedom 
of choice within the widest available range of alterna- 
tives. Regardless of whether we call culture a “voluntary 
experience” as one of your theme moderators did on 
Friday, or look to culture as something that should allow 
“me to be me” as was described in the story by Premier 
Davis, the fact remains that each of us wants to feel that 
we live in Ontario out of choice, and that the freedom of 
our way Of life is essential to that decision. 

No matter what theme we focus on, however, it is 
obvious that we are neither at the beginning — nor at the 
end — of the developments in our province which gave 
rise to this Congress. The existence of many threads of 
social and cultural traditions has characterized the life 
of Ontario throughout its history, and has helped our 
citizens to identify their ties with other societies for 
many generations. 

But although cultural pluralism in Ontario has long 
been a reality, widespread recognition of the role played 
by cultural traditions is still relatively new. It is only 
within the past few decades that we, as a society, have 
publicly acknowledged the need for every man and 
woman to perceive their own individual identity in order 
to achieve their full potential. And it is only within the 


last few years that we have given true recognition to the 
central role which cultural traditions play in the develop- 
ment and enhancement of that identity. 

The Heritage Ontario Congress has provided us with 
an unprecedented opportunity to view in some depth the 
patterns made by our lives together, and to come to 
terms with the complexity of what we mean by culture. 
For individual social and cultural traditions cannot be 
fully appreciated in isolation. Ultimately, we must recog- 
nize their function within the context of our broader 
society, and acknowledge their role in providing our 
people with a sense of meaning, a link to the past, and a 
guide to the foundations of our own political and social 
philosophies. 

Culture, it has been said, is a two-fold phenomenon. 
In one sense, it involves the way of life of an entire 
people — the things we eat, the clothes we wear, the way 
we spend our leisure time, and all the other elements 
that together make up the activities of living. Culture, in 
fact, is an ongoing process, and reflects the values, be- 
liefs, and life choices of individuals as they go about 
their daily lives. 

At the same time, culture must also be defined in 
terms of the products of our life together. A society’s 
culture must include its language and literature, its 
music, art, and dances, the architecture that it has left 
behind, and the philosophy of living that allowed all of 
these things to be produced in the first place. 

If culture, then, is both process and product, it is the 
way we weave these two elements together that truly 
determines the richness of our cultural achievements, and 
the quality of our individual lives. Culture has no mean- 
ing apart from the lives of individual people, and the 
lives of individual people can have no meaning without 
the benefit of culture. 

Many Canadians, I know, are seriously questioning 
the relevance of the concept of culture as it applies 
to a specifically Canadian context. It is easy for us to 
identify those cultural threads which are the product of 
other societies, and mistakenly conclude that there is 
nothing about them that is distinctively Canadian. It is 
not so easy, however, to recognize that the way these 
activities are incorporated into our lives — the way they 
are lived, so to speak — is the product of a shared social 
philosophy unlike that of any other society in the world. 

And this, ladies and gentlemen, is what culture is 
really all about. If cultural development is both life and 
legacy — both the way we lead our lives and the products 
we leave behind — then the overall pattern created by the 
interaction of these diverse traditions and backgrounds 
is itself a cultural legacy with a distinctive identity of its 
own. 


The journey to a unique Canadianism must include 
the way we live in the present, the heritages that 
have been left to us in the past. 
Nous sommes tous Canadiens. 


It is significant to note that this year Canada has been 
chosen as the site for an international symposium on 
“Linguistic and Cultural Diversity” to be held in Ottawa 
during September under the auspices of Canada/ 
Unesco. The decision to hold this international confer- 
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ence in Canada reflects the philosophy developed by the 
Canadian people to maintain cultural diversity as a na- 
tional goal, and indicates the degree to which our official 
acceptance of cultural pluralism has gained the attention 
and interest of other nations around the world. 

As Canadians, we are already making a significant 
impact on other societies through the example and 
leadership which we are providing in weaving together 
diverse cultural threads within a unified social fabric. In 
drawing strength from the richness of our social and cul- 
tural traditions, we are achieving something which is 
distinctively our own, and with which all of us here in 
Ontario can take great pride in identifying ourselves. 

For the name of this Congress refers to more than just 
the cultural heritages that already exist. It underlines as 
well the challenge we face in leaving our own legacy as 
Canadians for the future — our own cultural products as 
the heritage of the citizens of tomorrow. If we are serious 
in wishing to view Heritage Ontario as more than simply 
an academic exercise, we must look beyond the limita- 
tions of our individual points of view, and find new ways 
of enriching the total life of our province. We must see 
the acceptance of social and cultural diversity as a 
unifying and strengthening force, and guarantee all 
citizens the right to live together in an atmosphere of 
individual dignity and mutual respect. 

It is impossible to predict the specific ways in which 
our cultural pluralism will be reflected by social institu- 
tions in the months and years ahead. Nevertheless, it is 
obvious that there exists a growing social awareness of 
our multicultural identity, and there is little question that 
this changing awareness will have a significant impact on 
the life of our province. 

As Provincial Secretary for Social Development, I can 
assure you that those of us in the Ontario Government 
recognize our shared responsibility to provide programs 
and services relevant to the changing needs — whether 
social, economic, or cultural — of all of our citizens. In 
fulfilling this responsibility, it is necessary that we receive 
as wide and representative a cross-section of views and 
opinions as possible, so that government decisions may 
truly reflect the priorities before us, and the alternatives 
which are realistically possible. 

On behalf of my colleagues in government, I would 
encourage you to recognize in the Social Development 
Policy Field a medium through which your voice can be 
heard by those responsible for the social and cultural 
programs offered by the Government of Ontario. I would 
invite you to continue to be actively involved in helping 
us to identify needs, and make whatever suggestions or 
recommendations you feel are necessary to assist us in 
responding to these needs in a fair and equitable manner. 

Although this Congress is coming to an end, our re- 
sponse to the developments which lay behind this Con- 
gress must continually begin anew. We must see our role 
in terms of facilitating a provincial response which will 
itself form a distinctively Canadian heritage for tomor- 
row, making full use of the human and cultural resources 
in our midst. 

Social and cultural development must go hand in hand 
if we are to succeed in making our social institutions 
responsive to the pluralistic nature of our province. The 


ultimate success of this Congress — and the only true Our way of life must itself become our legacy for the 
measure of our success as a society — must rest in the future, and from every indication, we are well on the 
degree to which every individual in Ontario is enabled way to making the social and cultural realities of 
to achieve his or her full potential as a human being. Heritage Ontario an essential part of that legacy. 
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